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Rights group assails Egypt 

CAIRO (AP) — A Human righcs groap said Wednesday rfoe use of torture 
and rape m Egyptian prisons and repression by security forces 1991 
EffiM’s wont year tor abuses in recent years. The report, released by the 
aaomaal Egyptian Organisation for Human Rights, blamed die record on 
(he Gatf war and the continued use of the emergency law, imposed in 1981 
aft er the assassination of President Anwar Sadat. The law grants the 
government sweeping power to arrest and detain suspects without due 
(access. “Hanning victims and sexual violations as a means of torture — 
hemes the roa tinc m ethods such as beating, hang in g and ^^ yirai 
— * avea j 3 0 continued without any real action to investigate complaints,” 
th e report s aid- Officials of the. Interior Mtafegy, which is in charge of law 
enforcement and prisons, could not be contacted Wednesday for 
oomment. But aUegednustreatment of prisoners was raised Monday in the 
People s Assembly, Egypt’s partiameut, and aired on national television 
»“f- Interior Minister Abdul Malhn Mwa, the country's chief law 
officer, denied the charges and said human rights watchdog organisations 
nave no official standing. He said they do not d ea l in specifics. 
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Iraq wiD not yield an inch’ of territory 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iraq’s parliament Wednesday condemned the new 
Iraq-Kuwait border set by the United Nations and said Iraqis would not 
yield a “single inch" of territory. The National Assembly in Baghdad said 
the U.N. border commission established by the Security Council al the 
end of the Gulf war had no basis in international law,’ the Iraqi News 
Agency (INA) reported. It denounced the commission's decision to mark 
the boundary between the two countries in a manner favourable to 
Kuwait, giving it 1.0 new oil wells and an abandoned Iraqi naval base at the 
port of Urn Oasr. “The assembly said the Iraqi people will never give a 
single inch of Iraqi territory." the agency reported. There was no 
indication what the Baghdad government planned to do about (be 
situation. However’ the resolution mandating the border demarcation is 
among those Iraq is required to obey in order to lift the yoke of U.N. 
economic sanctions imposed after the August 1990 invasion of Kuwait. 
The dispute over the unmarked border was one of the primary reasons 
Iraq invaded the emirate. Iraqi officials, including members of the 
parliament, have repeatedly denounced the new border since it was 
established earlier this month by a U.N. technical team using satellite 
positioning to pinpoint a decades-old line established during British 
mandate. 
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Berne asks Libyan 
diplomats to leave 

BERNE (R) — Switzerland said 
on Wednesday it bad banned 
Libyan Arab Airlines from doing 
business in the country and had 
asked Libya's embassy to cat its 
diplomats to eight from 10. A 
foreign ministry statement also 
sad Libya bad demanded the 
withdrawal of one member of the 
four-strong Swiss embassy in Tri- 
poli. Switzerland's action follows 
imposition of U.N. Security 
Council sanctions against Libya 
for its failure to cooperate with 
inquiries into the bombing of 
U.S. and French airliners. 

Libyans demand 
sanctions be lifted 
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TRIPOLI (AP) — Hundreds of 
Libyans demanded Wednesday in 
a march on the United Nations’ 
f Tripoli offices that international 

- :.£j .. sanctions against their country be 

‘ lifted. Witnesses said about 500 

' chanting demonstrators marched 

peacefully, carrying anti- 
American, anti-sanctions pla- 
cards. Among the chants was 
“Down, down USA." Steel- 
hehneted police armed with sticks 
and bolstered pistols ringed the 
building and prevented the de- 
monstrators from entering to pre- 
sent a petition. There was no 
violence. Ercan Murat, deputy 
resident representative of tire 
U.N. Development Programme 
boused in the building, said no 
petition was submitted and he did 
not expect one. 

Poland asks Israel to 
extradite two 

; ; WARSAW (R) — Poland asked 
' Israel on Wednesday to extradite 
V ’ two businessmen accused of steal- 
ing 4.2 trillion zlotks. ($3X0 mil-. 
Eon) in die country’s bluest 
financial scandal, a justice mfaris- 
try spokesman said. He said 
: Boguslaw Bagsik and Janusz 

-' Gaaorowski fled to Israel last 
July, shortly before prosecutors 
accused them of taking the 
• »• money from the state treasury- m 
v . a series of complex bank opera- 
. tiems exploiting loopholes in Po- 
land’s banking system. “Poland 

- -.1 has no extradition agreement 
• ~ with Israel but we hope for Tel 

Aviv's goodwill;” spokesman 
Andrzej Cubaia said. 

-M Three killed, one 
- wounded In Algiers 

. ALGIERS (R) — Algerian 
V- police killed three wanted men 
■ i.- and seriously wounded one in a 
gunfight in a central Algiers area 
on Wednesday. Security sources 
said police surrounded die group 
near a junior school in . Hammah 
and a gun battle started. There 
were no immediate details on the 
identities of the dead men but 
security forces are bunting the 
kfliers of some 50 colleagues, 
slain since mid-February. Most of 
those attacks have been blamed 
on Muslim fundamentalists. 

> v Gunmen attack 
Georgia bus, kill 30 





MOSCOW (AP) — Georgian 
gunmen opened fire on a bus 
Wednesday, killing approximate- 
ly 30 women, andchfidren from 
the separatist enclave of South 
Ossetia, an official said. Alexan- 
der Kavsadze, chairman of Geor- 
gian government committee on 
h uman rights, called the shooting 
“an open provocation with die 
purpose of destabilising the situa- 
tion in South Ossetia and Geor- 
gia." South Ossetia is an area 
inside ‘Georgia that wants to join 
neighbouring North Ossetia, 
which is located made Russia. 
Hundreds of people have died in 
figfating there and more than 
100,000 Ossetians are refugees in 
North Ossetia after fleeing their 
homes. 


Egypt sentences 10 
. to death / 

SUEZ(R) — An Egyptian court 
. oa Wednesday endorsed the 
death penalty on 10 foreigners 

vrfi tfa 3 * nft* • found gfoby of drug smuggling 

1 for the second time in three 

years. Four Pakistanis, four 
•: A \ . Sudanese, a Bangladeshi. and a 
' ^ Tanzanian were found guilty of 

■ * - v - trying to ura^gfc four tonnes of 

’ opium, two toAnes of hashish and 
_ , . \ 300 kilogrammes of heroin on a 

- ' . boat from Pakistan in 198$. The 
' defendants were sentenced to 
* - - death in 1989 bot appealed and 

' •*. . v‘- ; were granted a retrial. Egypt has 

- at least 30 foreigners on death 

v: ’ row for drug smuggling. 


Jordan rejects international 
role in restoration of shrines 


Kingdom will not accept any infringement on its 
role as custodian of Jerusalem sites — Sharif 


By P.V. Yivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan rejects any 
international involvement m the 
restoration of Islamic shrines in 
Jerusalem and will not let anyone 
c ir c um vent tire Kingdom’s role as 


AMMAN (J.T.) —His Majes- 
. ty King Hussein has received a 
message from Palestine Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat expressing 
deep appreciation to the King 
for his donation towards' res- 
toring the Dome of the Rock 
Mosque in Jerusalem. 

The King contributed $8.25 
million of his own funds to 
restore the Dome of the Rock. 
A local commitee has been 
formed to support a national 
effort for the restoration prog- 
ramme. 

*T was overwhelmed with 
joy and deep pride by your 
generous donation to restore 
Islam's third holiest shrine, 
Mr. Arafat said in his message. 


custodian of the holy rites there. 
Information Minister Mahmooud 
Sharif said Wednesday. 

Mr. Sharif, however, also 
affirmed that Jordan does not 
believe that there were any 
“sinister” motivations behind 
Saudi Arabia’s announcement 


“in my name and on behalf 
of the Palestinian people and 
foe Executive Committee of 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO), I express to 
Your Majesty and your gov- 
ernment and people deep gra- 
titude and appreciation for this 
generous donation,” the mes- 
sage said. 

“This donation reflects 
Your Majesty’s firm commit- 
ment towards safeguarding the 
holy places of Jerusalem and 
to enhance the Palestinian 
people's struggle to defend the 
Arab character and the holy 
status of the Holy City as well 
as Jordan's dose ties with the 
holy places in occupied Pales- 
tine,” Mr. Arafat said. 


earlier this month that King Fahd 
was contributing $10 million to 
repair the Al Aqsa and Dome of 
die Rock mosques in Jerusalem 
through the United Nations Edu- 
cational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO). 

“We’d tike to believe that it 
was an innocent and good ges- 
ture; we have no proof to indicate 
that there are sinister motives 
behind it,” Mr. Sharif told a press 
conference. “We believe that 
(the move came) because of the 
prevailing situation in the Arab 
World and because of the legacy 
of the recent (Gulf) war.” 

Asked a follow-up question 
“what you would not like to 
believe,” the minister declined 
comment. 

Jordanian- Saudi relations were 
strained as a result of conflicting 
stands adopted during the Gulf 
crisis, sparked by Iraq's invasion 
of Kuwait in August 1990. Jor- 
dan's efforts to smoothen out 
relations and restore the tradi- 
tionally strong relations with its 
southeastern neighbour have 
made tittle headway. 

Saudi Arabia, along with other 
Gulf states, cut oft financial 
assistance to Jordan in retaliation 
for its refusal to endorse the 
military option against Iraq to 

(Continued on page 5) 


Jordan 
explains 
its stand 
to UNESCO 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
Wednesday told tne United Na- 
tions Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UN- 
ESCO) that plans for projects 
related to or affecting any of the 
holy places in the occupied Arab 
territories should be conducted 
through the Jordanian govern- 
ment and its responsible agencies 
which are the sole responsible 
authority entrusted with such 
activities. 

A message sent to UNESCO 
Director in Paris Federico 
Mayor, Acting Prime Minister and 
Education Minister Thouqan Al 
Hindawi underlined Jordan’s role 
in all matters related to the Al 
Aqsa Mosque and the Dome ot 
the Rock and stressed the Jorda- 
nian government's historical and 
Ijgal responsibility towards the 
Islamic holy places in Jerusalem. 

“Your concern over the condi- 
tion of the Al Aqsa Mosque and 
the Dome of the Rock in Arab 
Jerusalem and your calls to raise 
donations for their restoration 
are appreciated by Jordan, but 

(Continued on page 5) 


Arafat sends message of 
thanks to King Hussein 


Palestinians 

wound 

undercover 

soldier 

OCCUPIED GAZA (R) — 
Palestinians in die occupied Gaza 
Strip shot and wounded at least 
one Israeli soldier on Tuesday in 
a dash with an undercover army 
unit wearing uniforms of Islamic 
activists, witness® said. 

Soldiers shot and wounded 
four Palestinians in the melee, 
residents of Rafah refugee camp 
in southern Gaza told Reuters. 

Israeli undercover units who 
often dress as Arabs and com- 
mander Palestinian cars have in- 
tensified operations to capture 
Pales tinian* in recent months. 

They have lolled at least 20 
Arabs since January. 

The army said shots were fired 
at a patrol in Rafah camp but 
denied a soldier was wounded. It 
said the Palestinian men had shot 
and wounded a Palestinian bys- 
tander instead. Soldiers shot and 
wounded two Palestinians in the 
dash, the army said. 

Witnesses said 13 undercover 
soldiers patrolled Rafah on Tues- 
day evening disguised in tight 
green uniforms of the Islamic 
resistance movement Hamas, one 
of two main groups directing the 
4- 1/2-year-old Palestinian upris- 
ing against Israeli rule. 

They carried axes and chains as 
Hamas activists often do and had 
their weapons hidden under the 
uniforms,. 

Palestinians sources said die 
army found foe uniforms — 
shirts, trousers and face masks — 
during a raid in Rafah op Mon- 
day. Troops have been combing 
Gaza in search of men who shot 
dead an Israeli trader on Sunday. 

As the unit approached two 
aimed activists in the crowded 
camp streets, suspicious residents 
said to them: “There is no God 
but allab.” They demanded foe 
soldiers repeat foe Islamic phrase 
to force them to speak Arabic. 

One soldier answered “We are 
Arabs” m broken Arabic with an' 
Israeli accent, the witnesses said. 

People began shouting “army” 
and Arabs less than 100 metres 
away fired at the soldiers. 

Reinforcements in. regular 
army uniforms- arrived quickly 
and fired at stone throwers, 
wounding four. - 

Shortly after foe the dash en- 
ded. masked uprising activists, 
scrawled graffiti on foe camp 
walls thanking the people who 
discovered what they called 
“death squad soldiers in Hamas 
-Dnifonns.”. 


Israel formally kicks off its 
parliamentary election race 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israel’s 
election campaign formally began 
Wednesday after a last-minute 
scramble by the key religions 
factions to put up a united front. 

The contenders for the June 23 
election range from foe main 
parties, Likud and Labour, to a 
cabdrivers’ faction, a couple fac- 
ing extradition to the United 
States, and a birdseed salesman 
who wants to get elected so that 
he can teach candidates how to 
get elected. 

The main race is betweeen 
Prune Minister Yitzhak Shamir of 
Likud, and Yitzhak Rabin, Whose 
Labour Party is ahead in opinion 
polls, capitahsing on rising unem- 
ployment, the slow pace of 
Mideast peace talks and the prob- 
lems of housing and employing 
some 400,000 new immigrants. 

But as the midnight (2100 
GMT) deadline approached 
Tuesday (tight, attention focused 
on the Haredim, the ultra- 
rciigjoos Jews whose votes have 
made or broken coalition govern- 
ments over the past decade. 

Burdened with more candi- 


dates than are likely to be elected 
to parliament, foe Agudat Israel 
and Degel Hatorah factions 
patched Yahadut Hatorah, or 
“Torah Judaism,” a staggeringly 
complex slate that entails various 
resignations and rotations de- 
pending on how many parliamen- 
tary seats it wins. 

At least two other religious 
parties are likely to win seats. If 
the election result is as inconclu- 
sive as in 1988 the religious par- 
ties will be pivotal in forming the 
next government (see page 2 ). 

The right-wing vote splintered 
into seven factions, contrasting 
with the united front put up by 
three left-wing parties who joined 
forces under the name Meretz 
(Vigor). 

Dr. Avraham Diskin, Israel 
Radio’s election analyst, pre- 
dicted that only 12 of the 30 
parties would win seats. 

Parties need 40,000 votes, or 
13 per cent of foe total electo- 
rate, to win a seat in the 120 - 
member Knesset (parliament). 
The system is proportional, so foe 
more votes won, the more seats 


the party gets. 

Likud had 37 seats to Labour’s 
38 in foe outgoing parliament. 
Likud governed in coalition with 
religious and right-wing parties. 

Last to register Tuesday night 
. were Rachel and Reuven Man- 
ning, who have been ordered 
extradited to foe United States in 
connection with a bomb that was 
sent to a California computer 
firm in 1980. The bomb killed foe 
firm's secretary. 

The Mannings, who are associ- 
ated with ultra-nationalist Jewish 
groups in Israel, call their party 
“the State of foe Jews.” They are 
appealing to the supreme court 
against being extradited. 

Meanwhile, Housing Minister 
Ariel Sharon came under attack 
from the left after be was quoted 
as telling an election rally that foe 
Likud government is working to 
bring the estimated 1,600 Jews of 
Yemen to Israel. 

Yossi Sarid of Meretz claimed 
* Mr. Sharon violated an agree- 
ment between authorities and foe 

(Couthraed on page 5) . 


First results put Barzani ahead 


ERBIL, Iraq (R) — Massoud 
Barzani, the Kurdish rebel chief 
who favours coexistence with the 
Iraqi government, was ahead of 
arcb-rival Jalal Talabani on 
Wednesday in preliminary results 
from leadership elections in Iraqi 
Kurdistan. 

But the partial returns were 
from foe northwestern gove mo- 
rates of Erbil and Dobnk, where 
Mr. Barzani s strongest, and 
coukl be offset by votes for Mr. 
Talabani hi Sufeunaniyah district 
in the southeast of the region, 
political sources said. 

Mr. Barzani and Mr. Talabani, 
who opposes concessions to 
Baghdad, were foe main candi- 
dates for the post of paramount 
Kurdish leader in northern Iraq's 
first free election's on Tuesday. 

Kurds in the rebel-held area 
also voted for a regional parlia- 
ment to symbo&e their demand 
for permanent autonomy. 

Under foe Kurdish election 
law, if neither ca n did at e wins a 51 
per cent majority, some 1.1 nril- 
tion Kurds will have to vote again 
in a run-off round 15 days Imer. 

A second round of voting could 
also put to rest complaints of 
irrmilarities in Tuesday’s voting. 

Thousands of Kurds were left 
s tanding in foe dark when polls 


dosed at midnight on Tuesday 
and some Kurdish politicians 
have objected that a stiver nitrate 
ink designed to prevent multiple 
voting was not as indelible as it 
should have been. 

Kurdish leaders had postponed 
the elections for 48 hours because 
of a similar snag with an ink 
imported from Germany. Kur- 
dish chemists brewed up the new 
ink — to mark voters on foe 
finger as they cast their ballots — 
at the weekend. 

“Elections are imperfect... but 
this one may have been too im- 
perfect,” said Mahmoud Osman, 
head of foe Kurdistan Socialist 
Party. “It is possible we may have 
to vote again,” he added. 

Mr. Osman and foe leader of 
the Communist Party in northern 
Iraq requested an urgent meeting 
with other Kmdish party leaders 
to discuss these complaints. 

Their parties are much smaller 
then Mr Barzani’s Kurdistan 
Democratic Party and Mr. Tala- 
bani’s Patriotic Umoin of Kurdis- 
tan. 

Critics alleged that thousands 
of party faithful voted more than 
once by removing foe ink from 
their fingers with solvent. 

. But the judge presiding over 
Kurdistan's supreme committee 


for elections said be had no proof 
the ink could be removed other 
than with sulphuric or nitric add. 

Polling officials counted ballots 
through foe night at 176 election 
centers across Iraqi Kurdistan 
and election officials in Erbil, 
where foe final results w 31 be 
announced, said it could be late 
Wednesday before all foe votes 
are tallied. 

Some party officials suggested 
a second round might give Kurds 
a dear winner without wrangling 
over irregularities. 

“We have this second election 
as an opinion,” said one party 
leader who asked not to be 
named. “I think it would be a 
useful way to select a leader 
without disappointing all the peo- 
ple who participated yesterday.” 

The Kurds have regained con- 
trol over most of northern Iraq 
since the collapse of a rebellion 
after the Gulf war last year. 

They say Tuesday's elections 
create a democratic basis for self- 
government without compromis- 
ing Iraqi sovereignty. 

Baghdad has denounced the 
vote as illegal. Neighbouring TW- 
key and Iran have criticised the 
elections as a destabilising step 
•down the road to Kurdish inde- 
pendence. 



An favored demonstrator pleads for mercy In Bangkok after he was beaten and arrested by 
police 


End in sight for Thai crisis 


BANGKOK (API — The na- 
tion’s revered king intervened 
Wednesday in Thailand's political 
crisis, and a humbled Prime 
Minister Suchinda Kraprayoon 
promised a nation that turned 
against him he would back demo- 
cratic reform. 

Mr. Suchinda announced that 
lie was freeing opposition leader 
Chamlong Srimuang and the 
thousands of other people 
arrested since the mass anti- 
government demonstrations 
turned violent on Sunday. 

A national television broadcast 
just after midnight showed King 
Bhumibol Adulyadej lecturing 
Mr. Suchinda and Mr. Chamlong 
as they knelt before him at foe 
royal palace. Mr. Suchinda and 
Mr. Chamlong then addressed 
the nation and pledged to cooper- 
ate on finding a solution to foe 


anti-government demonstrations 
during which soldiers have killed 
at least 40 people and injured 
another 600.. 

The king is the country’s uni- 
fying symbol and has enormous 
influence among all Thais. 

At Ramkhamhaeng Universi- 
ty, protesters were disappointed 
that Mr. Suchinda was not res- 
igning but still were satisfied 
enough with foe announcements 
that they planned to disband their 
rally when the curfews ends be- 
fore dawn. 

Mr. Suchinda said the govern- 
ment would declare an amnesty 
for everybody involved in foe 
protests. 

The king told them nobody had 
won and everybody had lost in 
the confrontation. “I urge you 
both to turn to each other and 
seek measures to restore foe 


country by means of comprom- 
ise," he said. 

Mr. Chamlong then appealed 
for street demonstrators to call 
off their protests and bring peace 
back to the country. 

Mr. Chamlong was an-ested on 
Monday after troops opened fire 
on thousands of demonistraiors- 

Protests began after Mr. 
Suchinda was appointed prime 
minister on April 7 by a coalition 
of five pro-military parties that 
emerged as a parliamentary 
majority in March elections. 

Protesters defied a nighttime 
curfew and roamed through the 
capital, smashing street lights, 
setting fires and taunting pur- 
suing soldiers. There was spor- 
adic shooting, and glowing tracer 
bullets raced over the city. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Kabul 
pledges 
to fight 
terrorism 


PLO says it did well by 
attending multilaterals 


TUNIS (Agencies) — Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat has said foe 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) was right to attend 
multilateral Middle East talks be- 
cause they demonstrated that 
Israel was not interested in peace. 

“Israel's decision not to attend 
separate talks on refugees and 
economic development in protest 
against foe participation of exiled 
Palestinians demonstrated it is 
not interested in peace,” Mr. 
Arafat told Reuters. 

The PLO leader, who escaped 
a plane crash in foe Libyan desert* 
six weeks ago, said he went for a 
routine check-up at a Tunis hos- 
pital on Tuesday. 

“I’m well,” an apparently heal- 
thy Arafat said in response to 
reports that be was seriously ill. 

Mr. Arafat was talking after 
chairing a meeting of foe PLO 
Executive Committee Tuesday 
evening to assess the results of 
the multilateral contacts on va- 


rious topics, part of the overall 
Middle East peace process. 

Mr. Arafat said the participa- 
tion of diaspora Palestinians 
alongside those from the Israeli- 
occupied territories in the refugee 
talks in Ottawa and economic 
conference in Brussels repre- 
sented progress in the peace pro- 
cess. 

In Tokyo, a ranking Palestinian 
official said Wednesday the first 
working-level talks on environ- 
mental issues in the Middle East 
were “useful and helpful.” 

No written communique was 
released when foe two days en- 
ded Tuesday. But among five 
series of Middle East talks, the 
Tokyo meeting was foe only one 
attended by both the Palestinians 
and Israelis that reported points 
of agreement. 

“It's useful and it’s helpful to 
have all the parties speak in front 

Continued on page 5) 


Australia, Egypt say right 
of return is negotiable 


KABUL (AP) — Afghanistan's 
new government on Wednesday 
pledged to disarm thousands of 
non-Afghan Islamic radicals liv- 
ing in Afghanistan and said it had 
no desire to export its Islamic 
revolution elsewhere. 

Depnty Foreign Minister 
Hamed Karzai told foreign repor- 
ters that Afghanistan would not 
tolerate “foreign military forces" 
operating inside the country. 

“Our policy is one of absolute 
non-interference and absolute re- 
spect in foe sovereignty of all of 
our neighbours,” Mr. Karzai 
said. 

Despite the assurances. West- 
ern and Middle Eastern diplo- 
mats have said they are con- 
cerned that extremists will be 
able to make use of Afghanistan’s 
political chaos to establish bases 
in the country. 

Troops from the former Soviet 
army, for example, recently 
dosed foe border crossing be- 
tween Afghanistan and Tajikistan 
because of worries that Mujahe 
deen would seek to fan discontent 
in Tajikistan's capital, Dushanbe. 

Islamic groups such as factions 
of the Muslim Brotherhood 
already have dose ties with sever- 
al of the guerrilla factions cur- 
rently vying for power in Kabul. 
Radical groups took part in 
Afghanistan’s 14-year crvil war 
-that ended last month in the 
ouster of foe Soviet-installed gov- 
ernment. 

Before he was deposed. Presi- 
dent Najibullah warned in Janu- 
ary that if guerrillas took power, 
his country would become a cen- 
tre for terrorism. 

Even if the new government 
opposes such' groups, questions 
remain about its ability to disarm 
them. Many of foe groups Oper- . 
ate in provinces barely under 
Kabul's control. 

Mr. Karzai said that disarming 
foe radicals would not require 
force. 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt and Austra- 
lia said on Wednesday U.N. Re- 
solution 194 on the Palestinians' 
right of return should be part of 
the current Middle East peace 
process. 

“We understand perfectly well 
that implementing 194 is a very 
sensitive, very difficult business." 
Australian Foreign Minister 
Gareth Evans said. 

“We believe that is something 
that has to be addressed in due 
course in the course of negotia- 
tions, presumably while discus- 
sing the refugee issue multi- 
laterally," Mr. Evans told repor- 
ters after talks with Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa who attended the 
talks echoed: “The right to return 
remains a major right to be put 
on the table, the modalities of 
which should be negotiated. This 
is our position ... we cannot 
prevent the Palestinians from 


bringing the issue of 194 to the 
table," he added. 

The United Stales touched off 
a row with Israel last week when 
a State Department spokes- 
woman said Washington still 
backed General Assembly Re- 
solution 194 passed in December 
1948. 

The resolution said Palesti- 
nians displaced by Middle East 
war should be allowed to return 
to their homes pre-194S Palestine 
or should be given compensation 
if they did not wish to return. 

Israel opposes the return of 
Palestinian refugees on the 
grounds that it threatens the Jew- 
ish state's survival. 

In a bid to defuse the row with 
Israel, the United States said on 
Monday the resolution was not 
pan of the terms of reference of 
the Arab-Israeli peace process. 

In invitations issued for the 

(Continued on page 5) 





Middle East News 


Israeli election could end in another tie 


By Howard GoDer 

Reuter 


TEL AVIV — Israel’s Likud 
and Labour parties hate to 
admit it in public bat an incon- 
clusive election on June 23 
could force the two bitter rivals 
into another “national rarity” 
government. 

At odds over Middle East 
peace policy and settling Jews 
in occupied Arab territories, 
the parties officially play down 
talk of renewing the awkward 
partnership they formed after 
the last two elections in 1984 
and 1988. 

Both parties say publicly 
they loathe the prospect. Cri- 
tics nicknamed their last efforts 
“governments of national pa- 
ralysis.” And conflicts over 
peace moves toppled the last 
one in 1990, leaving Likud in 
charge ever since. 

Israeli politics are by nature 
unpredictable and the election 
campaign is young. But polls- 
ters and pundits say a rarity 
government is still the most 
likely outcome — and would 
not necessarily be unproduc- 


tive. 

In the short term, a left-right 
unity government with broad 
public support could quicken 
slow-moving peace talks atrf 
improve relations with the Un- 
ited States, Israel’s closest ally. 

The conventional wisdom is 
that once in power, Labour 
leader Yitzhak Rabin would 
coax Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir’s Likud into speeding 
up the peace of negotiations on 
a three-year period of interim 
self-rule for Palestinians in the 
occupied territories. 

“Many people believe that 
since we are dealing with in- 
terim arrangements and not 
with real concessions, it will be 
much easier to move the pro- 
cess forward if the Israeli gov- 
ernment enjoys a very wide 
consensus,” Akiva Eklar, di- 
plomatic correspondent for the 
independent daily Ha arete, 
told Renters. 

Mr. Rabin has promised to 
grant self-rule within nine 
months if elected. By agree- 
ment with Washington, the 
more divisive issue of trading 
land for peace will only come 


up three years later. 

Likud opposes giving op 
land. Labour would cede some 
of it Bnt there is room for 
consensus: Both accept the 
1978 Camp David accords out- 
lining self-rule and could yet 
compromise on the charged 
issue of Jewish settlements. 


Mr. Shamir is devoted to 
lavish settlement in the occu- 
pied territories, but he could 
also — as in past coalitions 
with Labour — use unity as an 
excuse with his right-wing sup- 
porters for curtailing the drive 
Washington view* as an obsta- 
cle to peace. ' 


Mr. Rabin proposes shifting 
money from . settlements to. 
.providing for more than 
400,000 Jewish immigrants 
from the former Soviet Union. 
But he defends settlements on 
land be views as vital to Israeli 
security. 

“So maybe there will be only 
four settlements in the West 
Bank instead of 40,” said one 
right-wing political source. 

Opinion polls show Mr. 
Rabin, a war hero who recap- 


Israeli Arabs fail to unite 
after five-mouth effort 


LAST-MINUTE efforts to forge 
an Arab rarity list between Mem- 
ber of Knesset Abdul Wahab 
Darawshe’s Democratic Arab 
Party and MK Mohammad 
Mian's Progressive Hst for Peace 
ended in faflnre Wednesday after 
nearly five months of intensive 
negotiations. 

Arab leaders expressed dis- 
appointment over die outcome, 
which they said would split the 
Arab electorate and result in 
thousands of votes being wasted. 

Darawshe, together with a 
group of independents, submitted 
their joint list under the name of 
Darawshe’s party to the central 
elections committee yesterday af- 
ter the Miari’s Hst rejected an 
eleventh-hour compromise. ■ 

One of the independents, 
Mohammad Zeidan, who Is third, 
on tiie Democratic Arab Party’s 
list, said they hoped to win at 


least four seats in the next Knes- 
set, despite the failure to forge a 
complete rarity list with Mian's 
party. 

The Democratic Arab list b 
headed by Darawshe, with Negev 
lawyer Taleb A1 Sarnia in die 
second spot, Zeidan, chafaman of 
Kafr Manda local council, third, 
Christian author Hanna IrbrOrim 
fourth and Yusef Rehan elected 
chairman of the Moslim council 
in Jaffa! in fifth position. 

Ziedan, said Rehan was ex- 
pected to win the backing of the 
Islamic Movement, which would 
bring more votes to the Democra- 
tic Arab Party. 

"We are aiming to win between 
80,000 to 100,000 votes, the 
equivalent of four to five Knesset 
seats, out of the nearly 400,000 
eligible electors in the Arab sec- 
tor,” said Zeidan — The Jeru- 
salem Post. 


The 29 parties running for Knesset 
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National Refigtous 

Mortgage Victims and Homeless 

Tali Israel Renaissance Movement 

Paand 

Democratic Arab 


Egyptian woman goes to 
court to prove she is alive 


CAIRO (AP) — A lawyer for 
Mrs. Madiha A1 Sayed went to 
court Tuesday to Drove that she is 
alive and did not drawn in a ferry 
disaster last December which left 
464 people dead or missing. 

As far as the government is 
concerned. Mis. Sayed died and 
was buried. An official certificate 
to that effect was issued. And her 
family even was offered 55,000 
pounds (S 16,616) the feny com- ■ 
pany is paying as compensation 
for each dead passenger. 

The result: For the past six 
months, Mrs. Sayed, a 40-year- 
old house maid, has been unable 
to look after her three children's 
affairs, receive her share of 
government-subsidised goods or 
return to her work in Saudi Ara- 
bia. 

Wrong identification of a body 
was at the root of her ordeal. 

“All government offices have 
refused to cooperate with her,” 
the lawyer, Mustafa A1 Wakil, 
told the Associated Press. “She is 
very much alive. I think it is a 


clear cut case, but the govern- 
ment’s lawyer asked for time to 
study it.” 

Mrs. Sayed's baggage already 
was on the Salem Express ferry 
Dec. 14, at Jeddah, Saudi Ara- 
bia, as it readied to start the 
voyage across the Red Sea to 
Egypt. At the last minute, 
however, she was detained and 
did not board the vessel which 
sank boras later after hitting a 
mass of coral reefs. An investiga- 
tion blamed the disaster on navi- 
gational error by the captain. 

Only 117 bodies were found 
and 347. remain missing, pre- 
sumed drowned. The recovered 
bodies were bloated and partly 
decomposed. Mrs. Sayed’s grief- 
stricken family wrongly identified 
a body as hers, took it home and 
buried it. 

A few days later, Mrs. Sayed 
returned on another ferry. After 
the initial shock, her family was 
overjoyed at her return but then 
the nightmare began for her. 
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tured the Labour leadership in 
February, poses a greater chal- 
lenge to Likud’s 15-year grasp 
on power than predecessor 
Shimon Feres. 

Bnt veteran pollsters suggest 
that even with support from its 
leftist aJBes in tbc 120-seat 
parliament, Mr. Labour wifi 
foil short of a 61-set majority. 
Labour and Likud,- both hun- 
gry fra 1 power, would be forced 
together again. 

If a rarity government should 
ultimately crumble, there are 
precedents for short-term 
achievements. Their 1984 
coalition had three successes 
within two yean. . 

It halted triple-digit infla- 
tion, withdrew Israeli troops 
from Lebanon and revived re- 
lations with Egypt, the only 
Arab state to make peace with 
Israel. 

No matter how protected the 
campaign may be, it cannot 
compare to the wheeling and 
dealing which invariably follow 
the election. 

No party has won outright in 
all of Israel’s 44 years. A coali- 


tion is inevitable, as are weeks 
of courting smaller parties of 
the left, the right and Jewish 
religious blocs. 

Polls suggest that if the elec- 
tion were held now. President 
Chaim Herzog would give Mr. 
-Rabin, as head of the biggest 
party, the first chance to form 
a government. 

It remains to be seen 
whether the results would be 
so dose as to force another 
“rotation” agreement, as in 
1984; with Mir, Rabin and Mr- 

Shamir talrmg f in ihi as p rime 

mini ster. 

. The two men share a con- 
cern for security and have 
cooperated before. In past rari- 
ty governments, Mr. Shamir 
worked for better with Mr. 
Rabin as defence minister than 
with the more dovish Feres. * 


Mr. Rabin was architect of 
an iron-fist policy to battle the 
Palestinian revolt and con- 
ceived a 1989 peace initiative, 
envisaging Palestinian elec- 
tions, which bears the name of 
Mr. Shamir, prime mini ster at 
the time. 


‘October surprise 9 probe 
said to swing into gear 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — Refi- 
gjknxs leaders in Ethiopia rejoiced 
at the relative peace that has 
reigned since dictator Mengjstn 
HaOe Mariam fled the co u ntry a 
year ago on Thursday. 

“Predictions of widespread 
bloodshed and anarchy following 
the downfall of Mengistn’s reg- 
ime proved un foun ded and peo- 
ple were soon able to breathe a 
sigh of relief,” said a statement 
by four archbishops of the Ethio- 
pian Orthodox Church. 

Banditry, ethnic dashes and 
ten s ions between aimed groups 
have gripped Ethiopia in recent 
mouths, bat die leaders said even 
this efid not co mpare with the 
chaos of civil war during the 
iron-fisted rule of Colonel Mea- 
gistu. 

Xn the aftermath of three de- 
cades of civil war the,counby 
faces a severe economic craw and 
a major famine tins year. » 

Col. Mengistu, 49, quit his 
brutal 15-year rale in dis g race 
after his 350,000-strong army suf- 
fered a series of defeats by north- 
ern guerrilla groups. He went 
into exile in Zimbabwe. 

The army officer had dawed 
his way to power after the 1974 
revolution that overthrew 
Emperor Haile Selassie. 

A bloody rale that won him the 
title of “the Blade Stalin” col- 
lapsed when weapons and money 
from tiie former Soviet Union 
dried up. 

The victorious Ethiopian Peo- 
ple’s Revolutionary Democratic 
Front (EPRDF) captured Adda 
Ababa on May 28, 1991, and set 
np a transitional government 
comprising some 30 political 
groups. 

The four archbishops urged 
Ethiopians not to abuse their 
newly-rights, drawn up the tran- 
sitional government. 

In a bold pfon to give 
Ethiopia’s multi-ethnic society 
more regional autonomy and 
avoid a return to aril war, elec- 
tions are going ahead on June 21 
to set up 14 federal-style govern- 
ments. 

The Red Sea province of Erit- 
rea has already established a 
separate government under the 
Entrean People’s Liberation 
Front bnt a formal referendum on 
secession will be held next year. 

The government in Addis Aba- 
ba promises that free national elec- 
tions will take place before the 
end of 1993. 


WASHINGTON (R) — Senate 
investigators probing whether 
Republicans tried to win the 1980 
presidential election by stalling 
the release of U.S. hostages in 
Iran are seeking powers to force 
reluctant witnesses to testify, con- 
gressional sources said. 

Several Republicans were re- 
ported shocked by tile request 
made late on Monday and are 
expected to try and block a grant- 
ing of subpoena power, the 
sources told Reuters on Tuesday. 

Republicans fear that investi- 
gators may call on some of toe 
party’s leading figures to find out 
what went on in late 1980 when 
52 Americans were hied captive 
in Iran and Ronald Reagan 
mounted an aggressive bid to 
capture the White House. 

“This request has caused quite 
a stir and some people are very, 
very unhappy,” said a source 
dose to the investigation. “It’s 
election year and tbe Republicans 
don’t want a great storm op on 
the (Capitol) Hfll.” 


Israelis, Lebanese guerrillas 
fight 12-hour shelling duel 


MARJAYOUN, Lebanon 
(Agencies) — Lebanese resist- 
ance fighters and Israeli gunners 
fought a 12 -hour shelling duel in 
South Lebanon overnight, thre- 
atening to spark a new wave of 
all-out violence in the ■ volatile: 
region, police said Wednesday. 

Police said one woman was 
killed and seven other people 
were wounded in the barrage 
which targeted 15 southern vil- 


Sources at tbe United Nations 
Interim Force la Lebanon (UNI- 
FEL) said Israeli gunners and 
allied miKtiamea of tbe South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) fired 350 
rounds of artillery and tank can- 
non fire into guerrilla terrain 
during the fighting, which ebbed 
at 6 a.m. (0300 GMT). 

' The sources said guerrillas of 
HizboUah responded with mortar 
rounds and nine Soviet-designed 
Katyusha rockets. 

Hizbollah’s fire targeted SLA 
and Israeli positions within 
Israel’s self-prodaimed “security 
zone” in Sooth Lebanon. 

Hostilities escalated after a raid 
by HizboUah guerrillas against an 
SLA outpost between the villages 
of Ahnan and Shomarieh Tues- 
day evening. 

Tbe 3,000-strong SLA said oae 
of its fighters was killed m the 
attack and four others were cap- 
tnred by tbe HizboUah squad. 
Tbe prisoners were taken north 
of the “security zone.” 

HizboDah, in a communique 


Further north, Israeli war- 
planes during the night dropped 
dozens of flares as they flew low 
over tbe Iqlim A1 Toufoh and 
other areas east of the Lebanese 
port of Sidon, 40 kilo metres 
south of Beirut. 

Hwhnflnh lannph ^ j the 

in die sooth three days after 
Lebanese Prime Minister Rashid 
AI Soih formed a new cabinet 
which be said would use all means 
to “liberate” Sooth Lebanon. 

An estimated 1,000 Israeli soL- 
dfers and the 3,000-strong SLA 
hold the 15-kilometre deep 
“security zone.” 
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A spokesman for the probe had 
no comment when asked about 
the subpoena request, which 
sources said was submitted by 
senators Terry Sanford, a North 
Carolina Democrat, and Tun Jef- 
fords, a Vermont Republican, 
chair man and ranking Republi- 
can of tbe Senate Foreign Rela- 
tions Sob-Committee on Near 
Eastern and South Asian Affairs. 

Their panel is leading the inde- 
pendent Senate probe after Re- 
publicans blocked authorisation 
for a full-scale task force. 

Mr. Reagan and President 
George Bush, who was then Mr. 
Reagan’s vice-presidential run- 
ning mate, have denied that any 
bid was made to stall tbe hostage 
release in 1980. The crisis para- 
lysed America for 444 days and 
helped undermine President Jim- 
my Carter’s reelection effort. 

The Republicans in 1980 had 
expected Mr. Carter to pull an 
"October surprise’ and secure the 
release of the bortages before tbe 
election. 


released in Beirut, said four SLA 
militiamen were killed and four 
were captured in the attack, car- 
ried out to mark the upcoming 
third anniversaiy of the death of 
the late Iranian revolutionary* 
patriarch Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini, who died of cancer in 
June 1989. 

■ Security sources said SLA men 
dismantled five bombs on roads 
in the “security zone” as the 
fighting eased. 

. SLA-ran Voice erf the South 
Radio said Major-General Yit- 
zhak Mbrdecfaai, head of Israel’s 
northern command, ordered a 
state of alert in the “security 
zone” on Wednesday. It gave no 
details. 

HizboDah, which already holds 
eight SLA prisoners, said its 
fighters also attacked six other 
SLA posts. 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — The in- 
terior minister, in remarks pub- 
lished Wednesday, accused an 
American delegation affiliated 
with the Republican Party of 
interfering in Kuwait's internal 
affairs by trying to ran a seminar 
on political campaigns and 
attending discussion sessions in 
private homes. 

“It is unacceptable for the 
members of the delegation to visit 
Kuwaiti diwaniyas and find out 
what goes on in them,” Interior 
Minister Sheikh Ahmad Al Sabah 
was quoted as saying by the daily 
newspaper Al Seyassah. 

Diwaniyas are nightly discus- 
sion sessions and are generally 
open to anyone the host cares to 
invite. They are the most open 
forums for government critics. 

Sheikh Ahmad said the Uni- 
versity Graduates' Society, which 
had invited the delegation, had 
been instructed to keep it from 
interfering in Kuwait's internal 
affairs by managing and evaluat- 
ing election campaigns. 

“The invitation is a violation of 
the laws and regulations of the 
country,” the minister said. 

The graduates’ society issued a 
statement saying the order 
violated the freedom to assemble 
guaranteed in Kuwait's constitu- 
tion. 

Tbe Interior Ministry waited | 
until a day before the seminar I 
was to start Monday and the 
delegation from the International j 
Republican Institute (IRI) had j 
already arrived before denying j 
permission for the meeting. No ! 
reason was given at the time, j 

“We are disappointed by this 1 
action,” said a spokesman for the : 
U.S. embassy. j 

A similar workshop on the nuts 
and bolts of organising a cam- 
paign — polling, direct- mailing, 
advertising, etc. — was run by die 
IRI in. February. They obtained ! 
visas from tbe Kuwaiti embassy in 
Washington for a second round 
doe to interest among potential 
candidates for October's par- 
liamentary elections. 

They will be the first elections 
since the August 1990 Iraqi inva- 
sion and since parliament was 
disbanded in 1986 for harshly 
criticising ministers from the rul- 
ing family. 


The February workshop was 
attended by both opposition 
members and government sup- 
porters, including a minister and 
members of the ruling Al Sabah 
family, said Margaret Thompson, 
vice-president of tbe IRI. The 
IRI is a private institution bnt 
receives some federal funding for 
its work. 

“If the government wants the 
international community to be- 
lieve that the October elections 
are going to be fair, its certainly 
strange to prevent this kind of 
seminar,” Mr. Thompson said. 


The February event was 
opened by Rep. Robert Lago- 
marrino, a California Republi- 
can, who read out letters from 
both President George Bush and 
Secretary of State James Baker 
expressing support for the demo- 
cratic process in Kuwait. 

The Kuwaiti government also 
refused permission for an opposi- 
tion convention scheduled for 
June 1-3. 


In a May 11 letter denying 
permission for the event, Kuwait 
Municipal Governor Sheikh Ali 
Abdallah Al Sabah said the con- 
vention was too long and should 
not be held in a public place. 

“They want to deal with us as a 
non-democratic society,” said 
opposition leader Mubarak Duel- 
la, a former member of parlia- 
ment. 
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MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 

U.N. envoy due In Mogadishu next week jP i 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — Tbc UJf. special envoy for Somalia :« 

; Mohammad Sahooun, is treating for fbe rinl war-tom country tmg 1 

week, a U.N. spokeswoman i said. A shaky ceasefire has been q ■ \ 
effect m MoeadisSm since eariv March between rivri factions of iu ^ 


United Somali Congress (USC) headed by setf-styled Preridem 45 
Mahdi Mohammad and General Mohammad Fazah Aideed. The - 
fighting has reduced the country to choas and hundreds eg 
thousands of people face starvation. Gen. Sahnoun, who tea 
served as Algeria’s ambassador to theUmted Nations and tolj- 
number of capitals, was ap poin ted last month after the Security:. 
Council approved the dispatch of 50 ceasefire observers. The U.N, - 
spokeswoman said- he would hold talks in Paris with immarritanaa • 
aid officials and then confer in Geneva with the World Health 
Organisation, the International Committee of the Red Cross aa4 ; 
the UJ'I. High Commis sioner for Refugees. Mr. Sahnoun is docq 
Mogadishu in abont a week for talks with the rival leaders and wjg' 
also visit tbe south of ttecxnmtiy,wiiere fighting is continuing. The ’ 
spokeswoman said tbe 50 U.N. observers authorised by tbo- 
Security Council led not yet been sent because of what she catted 
“technical problems with one of the parties.” 


Gunmen wound circus players in Kuwait 


KUWAIT {R) — Gunmen wounded two Romanian circus player* 
in a machmegun attack on their bus in Kuwait, local newspaper . 
said on Wednesday. They said the two were hit by flying gbuot 
Tuesday night when four gunmen attacked tbe bus carrying 20 . 
Romanian ocas players. It was not dear who was behind the, 
attack. Tbe papers said one of the chars tents was set on fire hat ; 
week. It was be third attack this month in Kuwait where security . i; 
j has been tightened to curb surging violence. Earlier this month aa ' 
explosion rocked tbe borne of a university dean. An actor was rim . 
at in anotber attack. No one was hurt and no gr oup has dahn^- . 
responsibility. Grown Prince and Prime Minister Sheikh Saad Ajf 
Abdullah Al Sabah said last week the violence bad “evil aims to. 
destabilise the security, foment dissension and fragment oof-', 
national unity.” Tbe violence has sparked renewed calls for tfae : ' . 
collection of weapons held by Kuwaitis — many seized from Iraqi 
troops after they were forced to end a seven-month occupation of 
Kuwait last year. Many Kuwaitis have ignored gove r nment calls to 
surrender their weapons. 


Floods cause heavy damage in Iran 


NICOSIA (R) — Floods in Iran's cotton-growing Gorgan Halt- 
near tbe Caspian Sea have caused damage estimated at more lfl!’ 
bflfion rials (S7 million), Tehran Radio reported quoting officials wi : 
tbe area. Two rivers burst their banks after heavy rain in the past- 
week, destroying 110,000 hectares of farmland and flooding the." 
town of Aq Qoila, which has a population of 20,000, tbe radio said. r -' 
The fertile Gorgan Plain, inhabited mostly by ethnic Turkmen* 
near the southeastern coast of the Caspian Sea, is Iran's .mat 
cotton growing area. It also produces wheat, finrits and other crops . 1 
The radio said 10,000 braidings bad been destroyed and 4,000 head 
of cattle killed. It (fid not report any human casualties. It smd the 
10 -bflfion-riaI estimate include damage to farmland, bvrildnq£ 
roads, bridges and (tykes. Army, police and levotafiaiiaxy goard 
units joined other teams di g ging canals to drain the water which 
also engulfed 30 villages, it added. Rescuers used boats and 
helicopters to reach stranded villagers. 


Moroccan union official jailed 


RABAT (R) — A Moroccan trade union official was jaded for fire 
years when convicted of insulting King Hassan, union sources said 
on Tuesday. Driss Laghnimi, regional secretary of tbe Genoa! 
Union of Moroccan Workers (UGTM) in the forming town of Sidi 
Stitnane north-east of Rabat, was jailed on Monday after. making 
remarks in public about tbe king. The nationalist opposition btiqhi 
Party said in a statement the efiaitges were “a fallacious accusation’’ 
and a “premeditated, repressive and provocative act.” The UGTW 
is allied to the Istiqlal Party and Mr. Laghnimi is a member of the 
party’s bureau in Sfafi Slim an e. 


German jailed in Cyprus for illegal entry 


NICOSIA (R) — A German sea-captain, accused of entering the 
Turkish-held port of Famagusta nearly four years ago, was jailed 
for one month, police said on Tncsday. “Hans Lothar, 48,„froa 
Germany was sentenced to one month in prison by the Lubes'? 
district court on Tuesday for entering an illegal port,” a poBcc 
spokesman told Reuters. He said Mr. Lothar sailed to Famagusta 
in the northeast of the island in August 1968. The Cypnn 
government considers all ports and airports in the Turkish-held 
north illegal ports of entry. Mr. Lothar was arrested on arrival at] 
the Limassol port on a different ship on Monday, the spofcefaaaa 
said. Cyprus has been divided since 1974 when Turkish bpops! 
seized the northern third in tbe wake of a short-lived coup m 
Nicosia backed by the military junta then ruling Greece. ■ 


Series of quakes jolt Yemeni town 


NICOSIA (R) —— Several tremors hit Yemen’s Al Udain refejon, 
south of Sanaa, in the past few days, causing injuries and damag e, 
the Yemeni m e di a reported. Radio Sanaa said late on Tuesday an. 
earthquake, measuring between three and 4.5 on the Richter Scab, 
hit Al Udain in tbe early hours of tbe morning. The radio said six 
people were injured. The same area, in the province of Ebbj 230 
jflom etres south of the capital, was jolted on Monday by-nine 
tremors which injured five people and destroyed 20 bouses, the 
radio said. The Yemeni authorities provided emergency aid for the 
victims as well shelter for those who lost their homes. ■ 


Libya denies it expelled Kuwait diplomat 


NICOSIA (R) — Libya denied on Wednesday that it bad asked i> 
Kuwaiti diplomat to leave Tripoli after Kuwait sent borne' two 
Libyan diptomate m him with U.N. sanctions. The Arab affoin 
editor of Lrbva s official news am>nnr taxi a j : 1 c 


. , 77 r y V icumuiicu to &nwairs aeemon .■ 

to 5*° ? il W diplomats, JANA said. KUNA on Sunday > 

S ooted a Foreign Nfinistty spokesman as saying the Kuwaiti charge 
^^afemwmTnpoli had left Libya. But it didnot say when ar#w : 
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v AIDSseminar focuses 
^S&jori preventive measures 


a-Mi ^ 

■ - ®y Maha Addas 

!r, SSt-' $xwa/ to the Jordan Times 

J'io*. J^\AMMAN — The mnnber of pa- 
/?>. sJSjfc Jfents suffering from Aconired 


L’*; 


nj -^ojiA idteinmne Deficiency Syndrome 
S', ccx. ‘(AIDS) in Jordan has reached a 


ja-tfl 





ease. 

ij * -nr ■* ^ nwnbers, which were re- 
'** 4e pleased at a one-day seminar enti- 
c “The Role of the Voluntary 


n .™.’ erVs sslS^ Sector in Preventing the Spread 
» TT‘‘ AIDS,” which took place at 

“ e Sanic,.^ the Philadelphia Hotel Wcdnes- 
* -day, organised by the Ministry of 
® Playenu... Health in cooperation with the 
. , , World Health Organisation 

7 y '*<* hiy^ ‘ ‘(WHO), were mentioned along 
__ w ** KLiv^T? 3 ? with the need to educate people 
^ t4ln wr =Xc ^ '■«(!; ;^>n the different methods re- 
~ i % ■ "sponsible for the spread of this 

' ’ • 

In an opening speech, Abdul- 
!n "Jah A] Khadb, head of the Gener- 

ic • •--cca- p -al Union for Voluntary Societies 
‘-"--k -Jts (GUVS), said that the only de- 
■■ J\: :: jjj.j ^ Ad jj,- fence we have against AIDS is 
! i 1 :.-.. s “^./increasing people’s awareness 
a «.v s ,‘ . '* JS,er 4 j» and educating them about this 

- i^v I epidemic disease. 

- Dr. Al fChatib said that there 

__ are already 52 clinics in Jordan 

“ ” ’i’-iDVii.' that, *** nvirumh'nn biM< tk« 








■Spiral 


m cooperation with the 
fflosii^ Ministry of Health, have started 
4 goto" to increase people’s awareness of 
■■ the methods through which AIDS 
[ an . a . can be transmitted. “What we 
" a S*= SRlng suffer from now is the conception 
that AIDS can only be spread via 
- homosexuality,” Dr. Al Khatib 

■■ ssina^ said. “But most of the cases in 

‘ ‘7 ' r, -^jrt:d qtou • -Jordan are what we can call Inno- 
- 1 " 1 ■ - 1 --: '-cenf AIDS, meaning patients ac- 

quired the disease from blood 


!j:!! tand 4 ; 


-jf yj.ooo ^ ^transfusions, for example, during 
cu.s:!,- b> surgery abroad." 

' k/ J 
: ;f *$*r. bs*£' m 


; • 'anfe' 


iai jailed 


;/ "l-iia..- 
. ■ r.iw- 


He said that people need to be 
made aware of the possible 

■ methods of the spread of AIDS 
■which some 52 physicians and 210 
■nurses have already started to do. 
■ Dr. Al Khatib also said that 

; people keep away from the per- 
a -,cliz ‘ soa who ^ AIDS, but that this 
, "' ,a . should not be the approach when 

dealing with this disease. “We are 
fighting the disease, not the pa- 
tient,” Dr. Al Khatib said, 
adding that in Jordan, AIDS pa- 
rents are treated in an environ- 

■ inent of complete confidentiality. 

' : 7~ “Internationally, since 1989, 

• / December of eadh 

\ -V'.'"''- year is recognised as AIDS 

■_ u “ " °~r*»A wareness Day because an ounce 

^ 7 -'- prevention is better tha/P’a 

. .■■■ ; -• v - - ' ■ ~ -* ‘-pound .of cure,” he said. 

'■■■ •' Dr. Mamoun Maayreh, the 

Health Ministiy's director of 
, ... , primary health care, delegating 

FUS lOT Illegal •jJor Minister <rf Health Aref Al 
Bataineh, said that this disease 
• ;*has spread to all the world’s 

: .u: f ‘^continents, affecting men, 

■ r.'.;- women and children alike. 

- • ; .r. zr^ar.r- 

it c- 



“About -18 million people are 
affected by AIDS daily,” Dr. 
Maayreh said. .“This. is approx- 
imately 5,000 discovered cases 
daily,” he said, adding that the 
Ministry of Health is aware of the 
real danger this disease is posing. 
“The Ministry of Health, along 
with WHO, has adopted a com- 
plete programme for the preven- 
tion of ADDS. The project will be 
reinforced by expert opinion on 
AIDS who will help in the big 


picture which, is the intpzpational 
cooperation working to contain" 
AIDS,” Dr. Maayreh, said. $ 

The local representative 
WHO said that since there is no 
immunising vaccine for AIDS 
and there Is no cure for it, this 
■ disease has become the problem 
of the era. 

The seminar included working 
papers on the role of the blood 
bank, mass communications and 
universities in AIDS prevention. 


France reaffirms Palestinian rights 


AMMAN — French Ambassador 
to Jordan Denis Bouchard has 
reaffirmed his country's support 
for the Palestinian people's right 
to self-determination and the 
establishment of an independent 
state. 

Die ambassador made the reaf- 
firmation ia a lecture delivered to 
the Rotary dub in Amman, but 
he noted in a telephone conversa- 
tion with the Jordan Tunes later 
that this has been a traditional 
postion for France all along. This 
stand has been expressed by the 
French government on several 
occasions, he noted. 

In his lecture, the ambassador 
said France could come up with a 
fresh initiative to settle the Arab- 
Israel conflict, should the 
ongoing peace process fail to 
achieve fruitful results. 

Mr. Bouchard told the Jordan 
Times that French Foreign Minis- 
ter Roland Dumas presented this 
view earlier during his visit to 
Amman in December of 1991. 

France, he said, has been play- 
ing a behind-lhe-scene role in the 
current Arab- Israeli peace nego- 
tiations and considers itself as a 
partner in the multilateral nego- 
tiations. 

Indeed, France has been p Lay- 



Denis Bouchard 

ing the role on two levels: 
through the European Commun- 
ity and through its separate con- 
tacts with the United States, ex- 
plained the ambassador. 

“France insists on full parti- 
cipation in the multilateral talks 
and supports the Palestinian rights 
in ibear homeland,” he added. 

In bis lecture entitled “United 
Europe and the World,” the 
ambassador said that France was 
trying to convince the United 
States of the need to involve the 


Palestinians in all the stages of 
the peace process. France, he 
added, has played an active part 
in the region for the past two 
decades and is trying to persuade 
its partners to contribute most 
effectively to the process of find- 
ing a solution to the Palestine 
problem. “Should the United 
States fail to force Israel to comp- 
ly with the aspired peace, no one 
could,” Mr. Bouchard added. 

Referring to the situation in 
Lebanon, he said that France 
supports the Arab agreement 
reached at the Saudi town of Taif 
and he urged the Arab League to 
implement that agreement. 

In his lecture attended by U.S. 
Ambassador Roger Harrison and 
ocher guests, the ambassador 
spoke about the process of Euro- 
pean unification which, he said, 
will make Europe a major world 
economic power. 

The ambassador denied that 
his country’s foreign policy re- 
flected that of the United States. 
He said that Paris supports 
Washington in matters related to 
the establishment of peace in the 
Middle East. He also denied that 
Europe intended to admit Israel 
as a member of the European 
Community. . . 


UNICEF to focus on relationship between . 
children, environment at Earth Summit 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The United 
Nations Children's Fund (UN- 
ICEF) will conduct intensive acti- 
vities at the United nations- 
sponsored Earth Summit due to 
open in Brazil next month and 
will focus the world community’s 
attention on the relationship be- 
tween children and the environ- 
ment. according to a UNICEF 
official at the organisation's re- 
gional office in Amman. 

According to Touma Al 
Hazou, director of information 
and foreign relations at UN- 
ICEF's regional office for the 
Near East and North Africa, 14 
million children die in the de- 
veloping countries each year not 
of hunger, drought or natural 
disasters, but of preventable disr 
eases. In a statement to the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, Mr. 


Hazu said that four million fatali- 
ties occur each year as a result of 
diarrhoea caused by impure 
drinking water and polluted food. 

UNICEF realises that many 
countries in the Middle East re- 
gion suffer from deteriorating en- 
vironments and polluted water 
resulting from oil erosion, salinity 
and shortages in water supplies. 
Mr. Hazou noted. He said that 
millions of children in Sudan, 
Somalia and other African na- 
tions are falling victim ro hunger 
and malnutrition due to the lack 
of food supplies resulting from 
pollution and the contamination 
of soil and water. 

Die majority of world nations 
are expected to be represented at 
the Earth Summit due to open in 
early June in the Brazilian city of 
Rio de Janeiro. 


The conference was organised 
as an attempt to set a world 
environmental agenda and the 
participants are expected to dis- 
cuss environment-related issues 
and sign a treaty to combat the 
potentially harmful rise in the 
Earth's temperature, known as 
global wanning. 

Mr. Hazou said that Jordan, 
along with most Arab countries, 
will be represented at the coming 
conference which bears signifi- 
cance in view of the nature of 
subjects to be discussed . 

The European Community 
(EC) has suggested stabilising 
carbon dioxide emissions at 1990 
levels by the year 2000 to deal 
with pollution. The emissions 
have been cited as a factor in 
global wanning. 


Nature society prepares documentary film 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings arc compiled from monthly 
bulletins and the daily Arabic press. Readers arc 
advised to verify the listed time and place with 
the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

tV Art exhibMon by- Iraqi artist Hazetn Al 
Bostanl at the Housing Bank Gallery, 
t * Exhibition of paintings by Jordanian artist 
Mohammad Aba Zreiq at Alia Art Gallery. 

Exhibition of paintings by five Malaysian 
artists at the National Gallery of Fine Arts, 
Jabal Loweibdeh. 

Exhibition of paintings by Rida Hus Hus at the 
French Cnttnral Centre. 

Plastic art exhibition by Mohammad Bolis and 
Munira Al Tuaisiyya at the Orthodox Club. 


* Exhibition of embroidery and hand-made 
items at the Philadelphia Hotel lobby — (8 
a.m. - 11 p.m.). 

* Exhibition of paintings by Ali Taleb and Rale’ 
Nasiri at Abdul Haineed Shaman Foundation 
Gallery — (10 S.8L- 0 p.m.) 

FILM 

Feature Rm entitled “True Grit” at the 
American Centre — 7 pun. 

EUROPEAN FILM FESTIVAL 

& Spanish Ohn entitled “El Cabezota” (Thurs- 
day) and French cam entitled “Le Petit 
Grimmer* (Friday) at Che Royal Cuftnraf 
Centre — 8 p.m. 
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HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Regent reassured of Majali’s 
health 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan Wednesday visited Fieldmarshal 
Habes Al Majali at Al Hussein Medical Centre 
and was reassured of his health conditions. 

Attas lauds Jordan- Yemen ties 

SANAA (Petra) — Yemeni Prime Minister 
Haidar Abu Bakr Al Attas Wednesday described 
relations between Jordan and Yemen as excel- 
lent- He said these relations were always disting- 
uished for clarity and honesty. In an interview 
published in one of Sanaa’s newspapers, Mr. 
Attas stressed the importance of enhancing 
Jordanian- Yemeni cooperation and stressed Ye- 
men’s keenness to develop its relations with all 
Arab countries. 

Department demands tax 
deductions 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Income Tax Depart- 
ment Wednesday called on all companies, firms 
and business owners to deduct income and 
service taxes from their employees' salaries and 
pay these deductions to the department The 
department said that those who do not pay the 

taxes wfll have to pay a per cent fine for every 

month of delay. 

Non-Jordanian workers must 
have permits 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Mjnistry of Interior 
Wednesday called on Jordanian citizens hiring 


non-Jordanian workers to obtain work permits 
for them in accordance with the Residence and 
Alien Affairs Law and the Labour Law. A 
statement issued by tne ministry said that the 
ministry will coordinate fully with the Labour 
Ministry and will take all necessary measures 
regarding those violating the law. The statement 
said that these measures will include deporting 
non-Jordanian workers who do not have the 
needed work and residence permits. 

Education meeting to be held 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Education Committee 
will hold a meeting today (Thursday) under its 
chairman, acting Prime Minister and Education 
Minister Thouqan Al Hindawi. The committee 
will discuss regulations regarding students pas- 
ring or failing their exams and the basis for 
bolding make-up examinations for the year 3992/ 
93, holidays and dates of exams for the coming 
scholastic year, in addition to the school labora- 
tory draft system. It will also disenss a study on 
dealing with excelling students, computer centres 
and holding meetings for educationalists. 

Russian delegation departs 

AMMAN (Petra) — A delegation representing 
the parliament of the Russian Federation left 
Amman Wednesday after a several-day visit to 
Jordan during which it was received by His Royal 
Highness Grown Prince Hassan, the Regent. The 
delegation held talks with Speaker of foe Upper 
House of Parliament Ahmad Al Lawzi and 
Lower House of Parliament Speaker Abdul Latif 
Arabiyat on issues of common interest and ways 
of enhancing cooperation between Jordan and 
Russia in parliamentary fields. 


By Elia Nasrallah 

■Jordan -Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN-—* The RoyahSode-^ 
fy for the Conservation^fiNag; 


for 4 r ij tore (RSCN) is currently- pre- 
paring a documentary film ab- 
out foe Kingdom's seven wild- 
life reserves featuring the diffe- 
rent species of animals being 
raised or kept there and the 
efforts taken to protect the 
trees and other fauna and flora 
found in foe country. 

The announcement was 
made by RSCN Secretary- 
General Maher Abu Jaafar 
who saiJ that the aerial filming 
-process is now over and crews 
are now preparing to shoot foe 
ground pictures to complete 
the documentary in two 
months time. 

Once completed, Mr. Abu 
jaafar noted in a statement to 
the Jordan Times, the 
documentary will be shown in 
Jordan and abroad. 

The RSCN is a private 
voluntary organisation with 
public service status. It was 
established in 1966 under the 
patronage of His Majesty King 
Hussein, foe honorary presi- 
dent, and is foe only non- 
governmental organisation in 
Jordan dedicated to the con- 
servation of nature and natural 
resources. 

The society aims to protect 
indigenous species and their 
natural habitat, develop pro- 
jects to preserve foe fauna and 
flora of Jordan, reintroduce 
endangered and locally extinct 
species to their natural habi- 


tats, prevent v environmental 
pollution and promote -public 
awareness on- environmental 
-—issues. “ ; v * 

According rp Mr^ Abu 
■'-"-Jaafar, foe-doenmentaty Iwifl 
depict various aspects of the 
society’s activities and general 
aspects of the various reserves 
in different parts of Jordan. 

On the other hand, Mr. Abu 
Jaafer dented that animals 
which were reported in the 
local press to have bitten resi- 
dents of Tafileb and other 
areas in foe south, bordering 
on the Dana Reserve, noting 
that wild animals, known to be 
living in foe wildlife around 
Tafileh, could be responsible. 

The report said that several 
people in the rural regions 
around foe Dana Reserve were 
bitten by wild animals coming 
out from the Dana Wildlife 
Reserve. 

The Dana Reserve contains 
ibex along with other animals 
living in their natural habitat 
and the place is guarded by 
society officials who guard 
against bunting or damage to 
foe trees and the other forms 
of nature, said Mr. Abu Jaafar. 

Rabid dogs, wolves and 
foxes known to be inhabiting 


the wildlife regions, not only In 
Tafileh but in other areas, 
-some of them as close as Am- 
man, were reported in foe past 
7 ’to^haVe attacked people,! but 
' J °tlSs i does not mean foar'foese 
rabid animals came from the 
Dana Wildlife Reserve, he 
said. 

Apart from protecting foe 
environment and the en- 
dangered species of various 
animals, foe society conducts 
activities ranging from prog- 
rammes to protect marine life, 
including coral reefs in Aqaba 
to organising committees to 
help formes in harvesting the 
olive crop in cooperation with 
the Ministry of Education, 
which provides the students 
and the Armed Forces, which 
provide means of transport. 

According to Mr. Abu 
Jaafar, the Dana Reserve of 
150 square kilometres in area is 
located in a scenically beauti- 
ful, wooded, mountainous sec- 
tion of the Rift Valley. It is one 
of the few areas where viable 
population of larger mammals 
may survive. He said the 
mountain gazelle, the ibex and 
the striped hyena are among 
the spedes of animals present 
at Dana. 


Petrol company releases derivatives 
statistics 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan Petroleum Refinery Company 
sold 1,149,847 metric tonnes of oil in local market derivatives 
during foe first quarter of 1992, according to company sources. 
The sources said that during the same period last year, the 
company sold 851.276 metric tonnes of oil derivatives. 


UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF HER MAJESTY QUEEN NOOR AL HUSSEIN 

THE NATIONAL MUSIC CONSERVATORY/NOOR AL HUSSEIN FOUNDATION 

AND 

THE AMMAN MARRIOTT HOTEL 
PRESENT 

THE RENOWNED ENGLISH PIANIST 
JOHN BRIGGS 
IN A PIANO RECITAL IN JERASH 
ON THURSDAY, MAY 28. 1992 AT 8:00 PM 
TOURISTS FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD WILL ATTEND THE PERFORMANCE 
' TICKETS ARE FOR JD 12.000 PER PERSON AND AVAILABLE AT: 

* AMMAN MARRIOTT HOTEL TEL: 660100 * SAFEWAY INTERNATIONAL TEL: 685311 
t.BABICHE TEL: 661322 • ROYAL AUTOMOBILE CLUB TEL: 815261 
* THE ROYAL CULTURAL CENTRE TEL: 661026 
♦ THE NATIONAL MUSIC CONSERVATORY TEL: 687620 

AN OPTIONAL DINNER AT THE LEBANESE HOUSE FOR JD 8.000 PER PERSON FOLLOWS THE RECITAL 
TRANSPORTATION IS OPTIONAL FOR JD 2.000 PER PERSON 

ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT THE FUND OF TALENTED MUSIC STUDENTS 


Regent, Ramtha 
delegation discuss 
recent oubreak 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan. 
the Regpnt, met at the Royal 
Court Wednesday with a delega- 
tion representing foe public sec- 
tors in foe northern district of 
Ramtha and discussed with them 
foe recent events in Irbid where 
foe Ramtha soccer team's game 
against the Al Faisali team of 
Amman was stopped due to the 
violence that erupted on the soc- 
cer field. 

The Prince called for a spirit of 
sportsmanship and tolerance to 
dominate all behaviours, calling 
on the audience to help protect 
all the achievements and foe 
sports installations in their area. 

Prince Hassan said Jordan was 
targe tied and exposed to numer- 
ous forms of pressures and faces 
many challenges in view of its 
principled stands vis-a-vis region- 
al and international questions. 
He called on the Jordanian peo- 
ple to unite their ranks and over- 
come such pressures and confront 
foe challenges facing their coun- 
try. 

“We must not allow any person 
to tamper with the security and 
stability of this country which has 
been viewed with much apprecia- 
tion and admiration at the Arab 
and international levels,” the 
Prince said. 

At least 24 people believed to 
be directly involved in or re- 
sponsible for hooliganism during 
foe soccer match in Irbid last 
week have been in custody for 
one to two weeks. 

The violence occurred when Al 
Faisali team scored its second 
goal against the host team, Al 
Ramtha. Spectators were re- 
ported to have thrown stones at 
the Faisali players prompting the 
referee to stop the match. The 
police used tear gas to disperse 
foe rioters who later turned to the 
stadium installations causing a lot 
of damage. Some of the specta- 
tors and foe players clashed with 
the police and others caused dam- 
age to public property outside foe 
stadium. 

Government officials here said 
that investigations were still being 


conducted into the case. 

Ramtha delegation members 
delivered addresses before the 
Regent, voicing their apprecia- 
tion to the Jordanian leadership 
and its continued efforts to serve 
the nation. They also denounced 
the incident at the Al Hassan' 
Stadium where the match took 
place. 

The speakers pledged that they 
would shoulder foe cost and the 
task of repairing the damages to 
public property and the stadium. 
The speakers also voiced their 
dismay at the irresponsible ac- 
tions and behaviour of certain 
elements who, they said, tried to 
damage the good and brotherly 
relations between the two sports 
teams. 

In an advertisement published 
in foe local press Wednesday. 
Ramtha citizens expressed their 
dismay at “the campaign of 
attacks by the press which 
mounted almost to inflamaiion.” 
The advertisement said that the 
press magnified the incident and 
that it was not that significant. 

The advertisement called on 
the Jordan Soccer Federation to 
review its decision to suspend Al 
Ramtha soccer team for six 
months because “such a decision 
is not in the interest of our 
beloved country’s sports move- 
ment or sportsmen." 

It also urged that Ramtha 
citizens be represented in the 
concerned authorities’ investiga- 
tion of the stadium incidents to 
explain the causes of these inci- 
dents which, according to the 
advertisement, might be prefabri- 
cated. 

In their statement. Ramtha 
citizens said they believed the 
incident was caused by outsiders. 
“We were at pain for what hap- 
pened to parts of our great monu- 
ment (At Hassan Sports City) by 
a group of people whom we do 
not know where they came from 
or what their goal was. but to 
cause harm to the sports move- 
ment in our country and to Al 
Ramtha club in particular,” it 
said. 


U.S'.', Jordan agree on grant 


AMMAN — Ambassador of the 
United States of America: Roger 
G. Harrison and Minister of Plan- 
ning Ziad .Fariz May 20, 1992 
signed an agreement which pro- 
rides for a grant of approximately 
S12 million in feedgrains under 
the provision of Public Law 
416 (B) for the government of 
Jordan. 

The grant includes commod- 
ities of 70,000 metric tonnes of 
sorghum and 30,000 metric ton- 


nes of corn. 

Proceeds from the sale of these 
commodities in Jordan will be 
allocated to agricultural develop- 
ment programmes as approved by 
foe government of Jordan in 
cooperation with the U.S. 
Embassy in Amman. 

This is the fourth year that 
Jordan has received grants of 
commodities under this program- 
me. 


Governor warns of swimming in 
reservoirs 

MADABA (Petra) — Madaba District acting Governor Zeidal 
Fayez Wednesday warned picknickers of the dangers inherent in 
swimming in small water reservoirs in Al Wala area. He said 
whirlpools In the area had already caused the death of several 
people. Mr. Fayez told Petra that despite warning signs, some 
people still swim in these reservoirs which contain underwater 
caves to which swimmers are drawn by whirlpools. 



The National Music Conaervatory/Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
and 

The American Cantor-Amman 
present 

APPLE HILL CHAMBER PLAYERS 

In concert 

Program will include pieces by SCHUBERT, 
FAURE and others 

Sunday, May 24 , 1992 -8:00pjn 

Al Hassan Bln Tslal Auditorium 
University of Jordan 


Tickets, JD 7, JD 5, JD 3, are available at: 


- Safeway, Tel . 68531 1 

- Babiche, Tel . 661322 

- The Royal Cultural Center, Tel . 661026 

- The American Cultural Center, Tel . 641520 

- The National Music Conservatory , Tel . 687620 
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Not one bloc, even 
when it most counts 

THE ANNOUNCEMENT Tuesday by the Arab member of 
the Israeli Knesset, Abdul Wabab Darawsbeh, that all his 
efforts to have his party join forces with tbe Progressive Bloc 
for Peace and Equably during the Israeli general elections in 
June have failed is a big disappointment to all the 
Palestinians who had aspired and hoped to have the political 
parties of the Arabs in Israel forge a unity list. Since die 
upcoming parliamentary elections in Israel are projected to 
be a watershed for the history and future of the Middle East, 
there has been hope from within tbe ranks of the “Israeli 
Arabs’- as well as In the occupied Palestinian territories and 
elsewhere in the Arab World that the Arab electorates 
would at last dose ranks and vote as one Moc. instead., the 
Palestinians will once again disperse their political strength 
among several Arab and Israeli political parties and at the 
end emerge inconsequential to the Israeli body politic on the 
issue of both the peace process and the quest for equal 
treatment of all Israeli citizens. So it «wbs that Che same 
corse that had afflicted the Israeli Arab political scene since 
they became a sizeable political force has hit them once 
again this year with no ray of hope that this alarming 
disunity will change for the better. 

In retrospect, the faOnrr of the talks to unite the political 
cnirents in the Arab constituencies within Israel reflects the 
findings of a recent public opinion poll conducted by the 
Nazareth-based Jaffa Research Centre wluch, if confirmed, 
would reveal that tbe Arabs of Israel are nowhere dose to 
achieving a united front. Samples of this poll-taking tell a 
vivid story of bow much this division is deep-rooted. For 
example, it was found that only 16 per cent of the Arabs 
polled would support the establishment of an independent 
Palestinian state compared to 50 per cent who would prefer 
maintaining the status quo, meaning the retention of the 
existing relationship with Israel as is. As how the Arabs 
would cast their votes in the impending Israeli June 
elections, 23 per cent expressed support to the Democratic 
Front for Peace and Equality, 16 per cent to die Democratic 
Arab Party (which is beaded by Mr. Darawsbeh), 10 per 
cent to the Progressive List for Peace and Equality (which is 
ted by Mr. Darawsheh’s arch rival Mohammad Miari), 21 
per cent to the Israeli Labour Party and about 9 per cent to 
even the Likud Party. This deep split in Arab vote is clearly 
not conducive to establishing one predominant Arab bloc 
and may reflect the Israeli Arab dismay with the overall 
Arab state of affairs as well as with the internal situations in 
various Arab countries. Part and pared of this negative 
Israeli- Arab perspective could be attributed to the fact that 
democracy and human rights have yet to develop roots in 
most of the Arab countries. But whatever the underlying 
causes, the Arabs of Israel are destined to miss another 
historic opportunity to determine or even affect the Israeli 
deds ion-making process by remaining so woefully divided 
and their votes so alarmingly scattered. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

SAWT AL SHAAB Arabic daily Wednesday expressed total 
dismay at Washington’s retreat from its declared position of 
supporting the implementation of U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 194 of 1948, noting that the U.S. administration seems to be 
afraid of Israel and the Zionist lobby. The U.S. administration 
must have regretted an earlier statement that it supports 
Resolution 194, because that statement had triggered Israel's 
anger: and this retreat from its declared position served as a blow 
to all those optimists believing that the U.S. administration was 
serious about bringing about a lasting peace to the Middle East, 
said the paper. It is regrettable to say that such open retreat is a 
dear violation of U.N. resolutions and the international legitima- 
cy and something that should not be cordoned by the Arabs and 
the world community, continued the paper. It said that it seems 
the U.S- administration is concerned that such a resolutions could 
prompt Israel to pull out from the peace process, but it also is 
dear that this administration does not have any respect for the 
feelings and the positions of the Arab parties involved in the same 
process. The paper said it is feared now that such a retreat could 
be repeated by the same U.S. administration vis-a-vis Resolution 
242 and 338. upon which the current peace process was founded. 
Should such developments materialise, the paper said, the whole 
process would collapse. 

A COLUMNIST in A! Ra’i Arabic daily demanded that the Royal 
Society for the Conservation of Nature (RSCN) take steps to 
protect human beings from animals being kept and raised at the 
Dana Wildlife Reserve in southern Jordan. The Dana reserve, 
next to the town of Tafileh , has been set up on hundreds of square 
kilometres which should be enough for the wandering of wild 
animals kept there. Nazih pointed out. The writer said that some 
of these animals, including the ibex have been going beyond the 
perimetres of the reserve and that several people reported them 
biting children in the Dana area. He said that it is true that the 
reserve was there in order to protect the life of the endangered 
species of animals, and the RSCN is to be commended on its 
efforts to safeguard these animals and protect the environment, 
but the society should take urgent steps to also safeguard the lives of 
the human beings living around the reserve. The writer said the 
some of the wild animals ought to be kept away from the 
neighbouring populated areas and measures should be adopted to 
protect them and the lives of the people alike. 


Islam and democracy — can the modem 


state function without political parties? 


By G-H. Jansen 


The writer has been covering 
the Middie East for British and 
Indian magazines and news- 
papers for many years. The 
following article, which he con- 
tributed to the Jordan Times, 
also appears in the current 
issue of Middle East , Interna- 
tional. 


In the last week of March 
King Fahd of Saudi Arabia, in 
a message of far-reaching im- 
portance, declared that demo- 
cracy is incompatible with 
Islam and a few days later the 
emir of Kuwait said much the 
same thing. 

The Saudi statement was 
somewhat oblique; democracy 
was incompatible with Islam, 
king Fahd said, because it was 
not suited to society in Saudi 
Arabia and other traditional 
societies in the Gulf region 
because those societies were 
based on Islam. The king’s 
words were: ‘.‘Islam is our so- 
cial. political and economic 
system and Islamic law is its 
own comprehensive constitu- 
tion ... comprising social jus- 
tice, economic justice, the sys- 
tem of rule, the judiciary, ev- 
erything ... Tbe democratic 
system prevailing in the world 
does not suit us in this -region.'' 
Thus there are two levels of 
incompatibility — the regional 
and sociological and that of 
larger political and religious 
principles. Similarly, the 
Kuwaiti emir had said that 
while Kuwait had chosen the 
path of democracy, it did not 
want a democracy transplanted 
from outside. 

Thus, both the Saudi king 
and the Kuwaiti emir seemed 
to suggest that there can be 
two sorts of democracy — the 
well-known western style 
democracy and Islamic demo- 
cracy. How do they differ? The 
former — which is what most 
Muslim people are asking for 
since it is the version they 
know most about — consists of 
a constitution, political parties, 
free contested elections on 
thee basis of one man one 


vote. Protagonists of Islamic 
democracy may say that with 
the Koran there is no need of a 
separate constitution; but this 
is, perhaps, open to discussion. 
Where the two types of demo- 
cracy really diverge is on the 
issue of political parties, which 
the Islamists reject because 
they are divisive of the umma, 
the body of the Muslim faith- 
ful. 

Is partyless democracy truly 
democratic? Tbe recent gener- 
al election in Iran was an ex- 
ample of partyless democracy 


tv 


‘There are, of 
coarse, certain 
basic Islamic 
values that should 
be inherent in an 
Is lamic state. One 
of these is equality, 
springing from the 
equality of all hu- 
mans before God, 
which the Muslim 
umma has success- 
fully embodied in 
its daily practice. 
Because of this 
strong strain of 
person-to-person 
equality within the 
umma, any Islamic 
state would have to 
be democratic.’ 9 


in action. There were two 
types of approach or attitude 
to the political and economic 
issues confronting Iran and the 
electorate was supposed to 
know what these were and 
where the candidates stood vis- 
a-vis the two approaches. It 
may be argued that, de facto, 
this also holds true in the U.S. 
and tbe U.K. where there are 


two approaches or attitudes 
and that it is on those broad 
lines that die people vote. But 
this is not really good enough 
because the parties and their 
candidates in the West do dif- 
fer on a whole host of particu- 
lar and important issues. 

What then is tbe need for 
parties in a democracy, espe- 
cially in elections? Apart from 
providing a common rallying 
point and a separate identifica- 
tion to the candidates — which 
is precisely what the Islamists 
object to — they provide 
candidates with campaign 
funds, publicity and transport, 
vital in Third World elections 
(of Indian elections it has been 
said: “He who has the jeeps 
wins)." Without the parties it 
would simply mean that the 
richer candidate with larger 
resources would win in an un- 
fair contest with less well 
equipped candidates. Thus, 
partyless elections could ne- 
gate a really democratic 
choice. It could also also lead 
to confusion as was evident in 
the Iranian elections because 
electors faced with a multiplic- 
ity of candidates without iden- 
tifying labels found it very dif- 
ficult to decide who to choose. 

Partyless Islamic democracy 
may work, democratically, in a 
small, -compact city state like 
Kuwait, or some of the other 
Gulf emirates, where, theoreti- 
cally. “everybody knows ev- 
erybody.” But what of party- 
less elections in populous 
countries like Indonesia or 
Bangladesh or Egypt? Simply 
not possible. 

However, King Fahd was 
absolutely right when he said 
that “the election system is not 
mentioned within Sharia” for 
the simple reason that the 
Koran does not lay down any 
one particular political system. 
An Indian Muslim scholar, 
T amil Khawaja. has painsta- 
kingly worked out that “of 
about 6,200 verses in the 
Koran only aont 250 are pre- 
scriptive in character and of 
these only about ten deal with 
politico-economic issues,” and 
that, omitting repetitions. 


“only four or five verses may 
be said to deal specifically with 
politico-economic issues m the 
structural or institutional 


sense. 

The best known of the “poli- 
tical prescriptions” is that Mus- 
lim community, if there are 
differences within it, should 
have recourse to “shuia” or 
consultation which is why, in 
March, King Fahd announced 
the creation in Saudi Arabia of 
a Majlis A] Shura, a consulta- 
tive council, consisting of 60 

officially-nominated members. 
In a tribal society, as in Afgha- 
nistan, a consultative shura 
that is the tribal “Jirga” may 
work — at tbe tribal level — 
but tbe Mujahedeen victors in 
that country will surely discov- 
er that a national “Jirga” — if 
it can ever be convened — will 
be a prescription for gov- 
ernmental chaos. Tbe Saudi 
Majlis A1 Shura has already 
come under criticism in Saudi 
Arabia from moderate refor- 
mers who say that it represents 
only a cosmetic change since 
real poweT is retained by the 
monarch. 

So since democracy is not 
and cannot be incompatible 
with Koranic Islam, because 
the Koran does not prescribe 
any political doctrine, the 
farther question must be asked 
whether democracy is incom- 
patible with the Islamic fun- 
damentalists with the Koran as 
its constitution and tbe Sharia 
as its legal system. Is such a 
state incompatible with repre- 
sentative democracy? The 
answer is, “yes.” 

Indeed, it is only the fun- 
damentalists who have laid 
down any detailed structure of 
what an Islamic state should 
be, tbe other believeis and 
reformers having beea content 
to try and bring about an Isla- 
mic society of good, righteous, 
observant Muslims, a society 
from which would emerge the 
Islamic state. But taking the 
easier path, the fundamental- 
ists argue that it is tbe Islamic 
state that must bring about an 
Is lami c society, by laying down 
and enforcing certain rales. 


What would be the structure 
of the fundamentalist Islamic 
state? It is a wonder to behold 
how the fundamentalists can 
’ take a generally-worded, even . 
a vaguely worded, verse from 
tiie Koran and then erect on it, 
an detail, the vast structure of 
the Islamic state. The person 
who has done this most thor- 
oughly is the Pakistani 
theoretician Abu Ala Al 
Maududi, the founder of tbe 
Jamaat-I-Islami, whose volu- 
minous writings have been in- 


“ While most 
fundamentalist 
groups reject poli- 
tical parties, the 
Muslim Brother- 
hood in Syria and 
An-Nahda move- 
ment in Tunisia 
and the Iranian 
Mujahedeen 
accept political 
pluralism, though 
one can have plur- 
alism without 
democracy." 


fluential across the Muslim 
World, perhaps undeservedly. 

There are, of course, certain 
baric Islamic values that should 
be inherent in an Islamic state. 
One of these is equality, 
springing from the equality of 
all humans before God. which 
the Muslim umma has success- 
fully embodied in its daily 
practice. Because of this strong 
strain of person -to-peraon 
equality within the umma, any 
Islamic state would have to be 
democratic; tins, in modem 
populous states, would have to 
be a representative democracy, 
which is turn would man elec- 
tions and, almost certainly, 
parties. Since, Islam rejects the 


hereditary principle in politics, 
the bead of an Islamic state 
would be an Imam, an tm- 
elected leader who somehow 
emerges from the community 
because of his pre-eminent 
Islamic virtues. He rules as “a 
righteous dictator” but can and 
should be removed , by the 
umma if he does not. 

While most fundamentalist 
groups reject political parties, 
tiie Muslim Brotherhood in 
Syria and An-Nahda move- 
ment in Tunisia and tbc Ira- 
nian Mujahedeen accept poli- 
tical pluralism, though one can 
have pluralism without demo- 
cracy. Hassan Al Barma — the 
founder of the Egyptian Mus- 
lim Brotherhood and the 
father of modern militant 
Islam — accepted constitution- 
al, representative government, 
though with some reservations. 

For tbe rest, in thelslamic 
state on tbe Maududi model, 
the prescriptions of the Koran 
and the Sharia are to be so 
strictly enforced that Maududi 
hims elf said that it could be 
described as “fascist.” He also 
called his model **tbeo- 
democracy” in which there is 
“limited popular sovereignty,” 
under tbe paramountcy of 
God. Unsurprisingly, only one 
party would be allowed, the 
Hizbollah, the party of God, of 
the True Believers. . 

All these constructs are an 
attempt to revive in tire mod- 
em* world the conditions that 
were obtained in tbe first Isla- 
mic state under Prophet 
Mohammad in Medina be- 
tween 622 and 632. And if 
modern imitations of tbe Medi- 
nan state have become coer- 
cive nightmares, as in the Isla- 
mic republic of Iran, it is im- 
possible, fourteen centuries la- 
ter, in an age of large nation 
states to hark back to a “state” 
which had, perhaps, at most, 
20.000 inhabitants. 

Actually, the Medinan state 
is as modi a bad example as. a 
good example, because, of the 
four immediate sncccssors to 
the prophet, the rightly-guided 
^tafiphs, three were killed % 
their opponents. * 
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Targeting Saudi Arabia backfires 



By Donald Neff 

WASHINGTON DC — The dis- 
integrating special relationship 
between the U.S. and Israel is 
leaving an eerie media silence, 
about the Middle East. News and 
editorial opinion about the region 
have been almost totally muted 
despite tbe fundamental changes 
steadily eroding the relationship. 
In their place is emerging a form 
of guerrilla warfare by calculated 
news leaks to the media aimed at 
harming Arabs or Israelis, de- 
pending on the source. 

The latest such ploy targeted 
Saudi Arabia. It backfired. It 
started in the Los Angeles Times 
on April 18 with a gushy story 
about how the Reagan and Bush 
administrations conspired with 
Riyadh to send U.S. -made 
weapons and military equipment 
to Bangladesh. Iraq and Syria in 
violation of American law. The 
story charged that the White 
House was aware of the transfers 
but foiled to notify Congress, as 
required by the Arms 6 a port 
Control Act. According to the 
paper, this was part of a covert 
operation to use Saudi Arabia as 
a surrogate military supplier to 
Arab states which Congress bar- 
red From directly receiving Amer- 
ican equipment. 

The story received unusually 
prominent display, even to the 
point where New York Times 
columnist William Safire, the 
Robert Ludlum of Israeli suppor- 
ters, darkly warned his readers 
that the Saudi connection ex- 
plained why Israel had been 
targeted by a similar leak in 


March about its illegal transfers 
of U.S. technology- The reason 
for the charges against Israel, Mr. 
Safire solemnly declared, was to 
divert attention from Saudi Ara- 
bia’s own violations. He went 
further, charging it was all a 
conspiracy against Israel led by, 
no less. President Bush and the 
Saudi ambassador. Prince Bandar 
Ben Sultan. In fact. Mr. Safire 
proclaimed, the administration 
should be called the Bandarbush 
administration because of the 
close collusion between Saudi 
Arabia and America. 

AH this conspiracy theory 
made reading as fascinating, as 
Ludlum 's latest thriller The Road 
to Omaha. It was also about as 
factual. The story — and thus Mr. 
Satire's column — turned out to 
be completely false in its essen- 
tials. The State Department 
quickly set the record straight by 
confirming that there had indeed 
been small transfers by Saudi 
Arabia. But Saudi Arabia had 
admitted them and said they were 
“inadvertent.” And, more impor- 
tant. the White House had im- 
mediately notified Congress ab- 
out them. Such notification eli- 
minates the charge that the White 
House was involved ' in an illegal 
covert operation. 

As it turned out. all that was 
involved in the transfers was one 
instance of shipping some Amer- 
ican bombs to Iraq in 1986 and 
some trucks and other vehicles 
to Bangladesh and Syria at the 
end of Gulf crisis. No advanced 
technology was involved, and in 
fact the vehicles given to Bang- 
ladesh and Syria were not even 


armaments. As a Pentagon offi- 
cial noted: “Tbe only thing you 
could do. I guess, is run some- 
one over with them.” 


Readers of The New York 
Times were then treated to tire 
unusual spectacle of another col- 
umnist. Leslie H. Gelb. attribut- 


ing the whole brouhaha to leakers 
out to hurt President Bush and to 
foil a proposed $5bn sale of ■■ 72 
advanced F-15 jets to Saudi Ara- 


bia. In other words, in this ver- ; ~ • 
sion. the leak was to harm S3udi \^- - 
Arabia rather than Israel. , '■ ' 


The F-15 sale ' 

While all this confusion raav 
have left readers of the New York : . 
Times in a sea of doubt. Mr. Gelb - 
had it about right. Israel has been 
trying to tax Saudi Arabia more 
than usual in recent months in " . 
order to divert attention away - ' 
from its own transgressions and r. . - 
to thwart the F-15 sale. Israel l - . 
succeeded, briefly, in selling the _ 
story that it was the Saudis rather ~ 
than Israel that had transferred - 
Patriot missile technology to Chi- '■ 

na until Defence Secretary Dick r -~:r ■ 
Cheney knocked down the stoiy ^ 
by noting that Saudi Patriots were 
firmly under control by U.S. 2-". 
troops — while Israel’s were not. 

As for the proposed F-15 sale, 

Mr. Bush had decided even be- 
fore the flawed Los Angeles ' 
Times story to put it off until afte^i S j ' ' 
the November presidential elec- / ' : 
tions. It is too much of a political 
football at election time, as indi- ' ...... 

cated by the fact that 236 of * 
Israel’s usual supporters in Con- ■- ■ ; 
gress have already come out • 
against it. As Leslie ’Gelb con- - -J. / 
eluded: “Meantime, the leakers >V 
of the L.A. Times story got their ‘ 
just desserts. They, iplamed a ; 
phony tale and were found out. 

... In their haste, they lost.” He 
did not add that his Zionist col- ‘ -Y ; 
league Mt. Safire also lost what- • 
ever credibility he had — Middle V.- : „ 
Hast International. 


Half a billion more humans suffering 

sources. 


By David Briscoe 

Tbe Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — People living 
in Mozambique suffer more than 
any other in the world, and De- 
nmark offers the least oppressive 
living of 141 countries, according 
to a five-year analysis of human 
suffering. 

The study by the Population 
Crisis Committee was released 
Monday. It lists 83 countries with 
73 per cent of the world’s popula- 
tion as lands where human suffer- 
ing is either high or extreme, 
based on scores in 10 categories 
of human discomfort. 

A similar study in 1987 said 70 
per cent of the world’s people — 
half a billion fewer — were suf- 
fering. 


‘The 1992 human suffering in- 
dex shows that an appalling 
three-quarters of the world’s peo- 
ple live m countries where human 
suffering is the rule, rather than 
the exception," said Sharon L. 
Camp, editor of the study. 

Political strife, recession and 
population growth added to suf- 
fering in the five countries where 
people were worst off: Mozambi- 
que, Somalia, Afghanistan, Haiti 
and Sudan, Ms. Camp said. They 
are followed by Zaire, Laos, 
Angola, Guinea and Ethiopia. 

The 10 countries with tbe least 
human suffering were Denmark, 
the Netherlands, Beglium, 
Switzerland, Canada, Norway, Au- 
stralia, the United Stales, Germany 
and Austria. Germany remained in 
the top 10 despite reunification 
with its poorer eastern half. 


Tbe list was based on scores 
which researchers acknowledge 
are somewhat artificial but which 
they believe most readily mea- 
sure living conditions. 

They include life expectancy, 
daily per capita calorie supply, 
percentage of the population with 
access to dean drinking water, 
proportion of infant immunisa- 
tion, rate of secondary school 
enrollment , gross national pro- 
duct, inflation and number of 
telephones per 1,000 people. 

The Population Crisis Commit- 
tee is a non-profit private group 
which does not receive govern- 
ment funding and advocates 
world population stabilisation. 

Measures of political freedom 
and dvil rights were taken from 
indexes compiled by Freedom 
House, a nonprofit organisation 


that analyses human rights condi- 
tions around the world. 

Each country is given a score of 
1 to 10 in each category, for a 
possible score of 100. Mozambi- 
que received 93 of what amounts 
to social demerits, while De- 
nmark’s score was l. 

Tbe United States scored 5, 
including one point for a lack of 
equality under the law. It was the 
first time the study had included 
any measure of women's status in 
society. 

Other demerits for the United 
States were in the categories of 
inflation, life expectancy and fair 
Election laws. 

" Ms. Camp said there might be 
some disagreement with die judge- 
ments, but she said the committee 
tried to use the most objective and 
complete data available from other 


Nearly- all countries with 
populations of more than 1 mil- 
lion were included in the study, 
accounting for 99 per cent of the 
world’s population. 

The former Soviet Union, 
which ranked 109th, with coun- 
tries where suffering is moderate, 
was not divided into the 15 coun- 
tries which now make up its 
territory. 

Ms. Camp said the next study 
in 1997 should show some signifi- 
cant changes, particularly in the 
political and civil rights indexes. 

Since most of the other data 
come from official government 
sources, there may be lapses in 
accuracy, said Ms. Camp, noting 
North Korea’s dubious claim of 
100 per cent enrollment in secon- 
dary schools. 


The Study is yet another indica- 
tion of a growing gap between the 
worid’s tidiest and poorest peo- 
ples. 

“A child born in Mozambique 
today can expect to live only 48 
years and has a one , in seven 
chance of dying before his .or her 
first birthday. In contrast, a child 
'born in Denmark will live an 
average of 75 years and has less 
than a 1 in 100 chance of dying 
before age one,” Mi. Camp said. 

The key to improving world 
living conditions is in redadng 
population growth, she said- De- 
nttiaik is the only. country. with 
0.0 per cent growth' while the 
study shows that population 
growth rates generally are highest 
m countries where people are In 
the most distress. 
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Wahy Farouk Luqman — a pioneer who made a dream come true 
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V a y lea Wmhbmh 

Jordan Thaos Staff Reporter 

i« 

i, AMMAN — The slim , smil- 
r .ing girl who opened the door 
■ to meet her goest was looting 
too young to have just pie- 
'‘ seated the thesis for her mas- 
ters degree. 

"• In a fast flow of words she 
•invited me to sit “ anywhere ” 
wanted. I was less at ease 
' ^ than Wahy, (that is her first 
. name), and pretending to be 
_ cooL . No,- not because of her 
■handicap. I wouldn’t have 
; even noticed it had I not 
•known. 1 was only impressed 
by her accomplishment: the 
first ever blind student to 
■‘obtain an M.A. in law in 
■ m Jordan and the first to pre~ 
sent the thesis without any 
papers, all from memory. 

' Wahy Farouk Luqman, of 
\ Yemeni origin, but a natural- 
ised Saudi citizen, would 
strike you with her cheerful- 
ness and unbridled energy 
and enthusiasm. Her strength 
of character proves to be an 
■ exception to the rule that 
handicapped people draw 
strength horn those around 
’them. “My father said that 


my determination helps him 
be strong too. And I do not 
always tell them about all my 
problems; it would only make 
them sad L” 

Studying law was the only 
alternative for Wahy who 
says that early in school she 

was very much drawn to- 
wards sciences. “/ wanted to 
study something that did not 
require only reading and 
memorising. I wanted to do 
something and law could give 
me this chance: find ways 
with cases, be useful.” 

The B.A. in law was 
obtained with flying colours. 
Her degree on the diploma 
reads “excellent. ” She admits 
having studied hard to reach 
there “ because I wanted to 
be more than mediocre.” 

The study, at the Universi- 
ty of Sana’a, was done 
through correspondence. “ I 
would only go there for the 
examinations. The last year, 
though, I lived there.” 

Because in Jeddah, where 
her fapuly lives, there was no 
possibility to continue study- 
ing, Wahy came to Jordan to 
further her education. “ I 
chose Jordan because it is 
small; not too much rush or 


too many people like Cairo , 
for examp/e.” 

After two years and a half, 
at a graduation ceremony 
attendee/ by “15 people , 
family and friends, who bad 
come especially to see me 
present my disertation,” and 

many others, Wahy took the 
Stand and decidedly pre- 
sented her “case.” 

As a token of appreciation. 
Chief Chamberlain Prince 
Ra’dBenZeid, who attended 
the event , presented the 
pioneering student with a 
present: a Braille watch. 

But all was not a bed of 
Bowers for the bright , restless 
girl turned lawyer. Wahy, 
who looks very energetic and 
who avows not having much 
patience for slow people and 
things, has learnt, by having 
to deal “ with people of diffe- 
rent temperaments and 
moods,'’ the virtue of pati- 
ence. 

“At the University of Jor- 
dan there are no books for 
studying law in Braille. I 
learnt by having things read 
to me or recorded on tapes. I 
bad to put up with so many 
different personalities, some 


. not very pleasant or friendly. 
I passed through bard times 
too. But it only taught me to 
be patient and strong and to 
control myself. ” 

Most people, she said, 
wefe good friends. Her be- 
haviour would make them 

treat her like the peer she is. 
“I do not like to be treated 
different from the next per- 
son. Sometimes my friends 
would say f made them com- 
pletely forget I was having 
any problems. A happy fami- 
ly and good friends are very 
helpful. They always give me 
a boost.” 

Now, after all the hard 
work and effort exerted to 
compile her disertation — an 
interesting research on “ex- 
ceptional circumstances drat 
emerge after a contract was 
concluded ” — and after a 
“very happy week with my 
family,” Wahy says she pre- 
fers not to think of plans for 
the future. 

“I had so many things to do 
and I worked so hard that 
now, with few things left to 
do, I feel I am living at a very 
slow pace. I need the rest, 
but now I feel restless. ” The 
idea to go on studying and 


obtaining a doctorate “is 
there, but I want to miss 
learning,” so she will give 
herself some time off. 

She also wants to forget the 
hardships, the appointments 
people missed or never 
showed up for, the cold, 
snowy days when “ 1 knew my 
colleagues would study while 
I was stuck inside, unable to 
read, ” the days in the library 
where angry looks would 
hush “the person who read 
for me and I would feel help- 
less and like crying,” the 
many books she had to read 
and summarise in only “five 
lines” without having the 
advantage of jotting down 
notes and having to use the 
services, of different people. 

Waby’s fritter, managing 
editor of the Jeddah-based 
English daily Arab News and 
columnist for A1 Sbarq A1 
Awsat , seems to be an in- 
spiration for his children. A 
daughter has followed in his 
footsteps and is working with 
her father. The other chil- 
dren have taken other paths, 
but he closely follows their 
progress , as he dops with 
Wahy. 

“My father says the best 


thing for me is to teach in a 
college. So I have to and 
want to go on studying. But 
not right now. I need some 
time off.” 

The father , who collected 
all bis columns in a book be 
dedicated to Wahy, when 
here for the graduation ex- 
pressed greatfalness for the 
patience of the Jordanian 
professors who helped bis 
daughter accomplish her 
dream. 

But it is a two-way street, 
and the strong-willed student 
deserves equal praise. 

One big regret Wahy has is 
not being able to read. “All 
my life is listening now,” says 
Wahy. who gradually lost her 
eyesight by the time she was 
14 because of an uncurabie 
disease. “If I could read, I 
would spend 24 hours a day 
doing it. ” 

When her papers are done 
with, she will go home to 
Saudi Arabia. “Of course I 
will come back to Jordan to 
see my friends and profes- 
sors,” she said with a big 
smile on her pretty face. 
Well, good luck, your hon- 
our! 
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• By Partha S . Banerjee 

BANGALORE , India — 

; Radios , she was convinced, 

'' ; r had evil spirits biding inside 
' ; • them . And the lamp that lit 
~ • ~up at the press of a button 
ri 'intrigued her too , as did 
. ; 'motor- vehicles. She rarely 
; '"-stirred out of her room, de - 

__ ■ voting most other time to the... 

worship of goddess Durga. “ I 
have no friends in the world 
except Tarama (Durga), ” she 
told a visiting Bengali priest. 

Starting in 1974, Uttara 
Huddar , a part-time college 
:r Jecturer in the central Indian 
city of Nagpur began ex- 
periencing flashbacks to an 
earlier life in 19th century 
Bengal, but this going bade in 
time sometimes lasted up to 
y40 days. During these epi- 
sodes , she spoke a slightly 
- >’■ -archaic form of Bengali in- 

■ '. "stead of her native Marathi, 

draped her sari in the Bengali 
‘ r fashion and practiced Hindu 
. , religious rites typical of Ben- 
’ \~~gal. When she came to, re- 
membering nothing, she 
? - r dressed in modern grab, 

■ ' \'spoke her own language and 
.'■‘..returned to her job. 

j-. “It was certainly one of the 
. ■ .strangest cases we have in- 
- instigated,” says Satwant 
’ Pasncha, whose office at the - 
. National Institute of Men- 
' . -tal Heaith and Neurosdences 
NIMHANS ) in Bangalore, 
southern India , is stacked 
--with fries of over 100 re- 
' • ported cases of reincarnation 
; that she has studied during 

■ the past 20 years. The ability 
’ ]to speak a foreign language 
Z spontaneously and without 
. instruction is termed xenog- 

. -I lossy, explains Prof. Pasricha 

■ who studied reincarnation as 

■ - the subject of her PhD. "No 
two cases are quite alike,” 

• she says. “Each one is faset- 
■' nating in itself.” 

One of the world’s leading 
experts on reincarnation, 
y Prof. PaSricha, 44, became 
interested in parapsychology 
in the early 1970$ when she 
was a research assistant at a 
medical university in Chandi- 
garh, northern India. “Yon 
could say J began to take the 
subject seriously partly, bfc. 
cause I was very skeptical 
about paranormal stories,” 
*. she smiles. Bom in Pakistan 
•: and fluent in both Hindi and 
■ : Punjabi, Prof. Pasricha has 
• 1 studied cases mostly in horth- 

-■ era India. 

}n the earfy 1970s, Prof. 

' Pasricha joined the ‘Allaha- 
bad University group study- 

• ing paranormal cases , and 

■ met American Professor Ian 
~ Stevenson , who was in India 
' studying the phenomenon. In 

~‘‘the US. Prof. Stevenson is 
credited with bringing the 
’ ^.phenomenon of reincalpa- 
r , tiosD into the realm of scien- 
tific enquiry. Stevenson, 73, 


is, 

the director of the Personal- 
ity Studies Division at the 
Department of Behavioral 
Medicine and Psychiatry at 
the University of Virginia. 
For him an early visit to India 
in 1961 was the beginning of a 
fascination with reincarna- 
tion, a subject on which be 
has gathered vast amounts of _ 
data, documenting several 
thousands cases of what . he 
calls “ suggestive reincarna- 
tion.” 

The author of nine books 
and 300 articles. Prof. 
Stevenson has centred his in- 
vestigations on the experi- 
ences of young children, with 
whom it is easier to disting- 
uish between imagined and 
behavioural memories, he 
says. “ Although a child may 
have no conscious memories 
from a former life, his in- 
terests, aptitudes and phobias 
migfrt have been formed by % 
experiences be or she might 
have forgotten. Perhaps rein- 
carnation could explain fea- 
tures of the human personal- 
ity that other theories have 
failed to elucidate.” 

Among the cases Prof. Pas- 
richa investigated is that of a 
4-year-old girl, Manju Sbar- 
ma , who at the age of 2 began 
recalling her previous life as a 
girl called Krishna in the vil- 
lage of Chaumuba, some 6 
km from her own village in 
northern India. According to 
the girl, her father ran a paan 
shop (betel leaf that is 
chewed as a stimulant). The 
child would often recount 
events of her life as Krishna, 
even the way she died: She 
’ fell into a nearby well and 
drowned. Her puzzled pa- 
rents ignored their daughter 
until one day she ran up to a 
man who bad come to her 
village from the village where 
Krishna was supposed to 
have lived. “You are my 
ebaeba (father’s brother or 
friend),” she cried. “You re- 
member me? My lather’s 
name is Ladali Saran.” 

The man knew that Ladali 
' Saran ’s daughter Krishna had 
drowned in a well over five 
years ago. Back in his own 
village, be told Saran of the 
encounter and soon members 
of the family visited Manju 
who . was overwhelmed when 
she met Krishna's parents 
. and relatives; she recognised 
them and wept bitterly. Man- 
ju’s father reluctantly 
allowed her to visit them. As 
she grew up, though, she 
could recall less and less ab- 
out Krishna, except her 
death. 

Mo sbortagm ©f casts 

Prof. Pasricha and the 
Allahabad researchers she 
worked with found there was 
no shortage of cases and 
word of mouth led them from 
one to another. Much hard 


work went into cross-check- 
ing details and throwing out 
fraudulent cases. Developed 
by Prof. Stevenson, the 
checking method is painsta- 
kingly meticulous ana goes to 
great lengths to eliminate 
questionable evidence. He 
and Prof. Pasricha also con- 
siders other explanations in 
each case that is investigated: 
'For example, cryptomnesia 
(the reawakening .of buried 
memory), paramnesia (a 
memroy disorder resulting in 
false recollections), inherited 
memory acquired through 
genetic transmission, extra 
sensory perception (ESP), or 
just plain fraud. 

Reincarnation seems a par- 
ticularly compelling inference 
in cases where birthmarks 
and deformities corres- 
ponded to wounds or diseases 
of the previous personality. 

Huddar, for instance, once 
lay half dead during a spell, a 
fetid odour emanating from 
her body. Her tongue and 
Ups bad turned blue, her toe 
was black. “A king cobra has 
bitten me,” she moaned in 
Bengaii pointing to her black- 
ened right toe. Prof.- Pasricha 
interpreted this as a reliving 
of the snake bite that kzfied 
Huddaris previous personal- 
ity 150 years ago. 

But can science rationally 
explain reincarnation? Prof. 
Pasricha admits there are no 
rational , scientific explana- 
tions yet, but then, as she 
puts it: “No other phe- 
nomenon can adequate ly ex- 
plain the psychic experiences 
some people have, experi- 
ences that we have proved 
were not hoaxes.” Science, 
she adds, may not be able to 
account for paranormal be- 
haviour today, but that could 
well be because science is not 
yet equipped for iL “ One 
•day,” she hopes “we will be 
able to understand the phe- 
nomena completely. Right 
now, we can at best make an 
empirical study.” 

The first serious attempts 
at such studies in 1882 with 
the founding of the Society 
for Psychical Research in 
London. In 1889, Fielding 
Hall, an English civil servant 
who bad spent many years in 
Burma , published six case 
histories of Burmese children 
who recalled previous lives. 
In 1924, a major contribution 
was made by Gabriel Delan- 
ne who compiled a book con- 
taming a wide variety of re- 
ports of reincarnation from 
Asia and Europe. But it was 
not until Prof. Stevenson’s 
studies in the 1960s that truly 
systematic, scientific inves- 
tigations into the phe- 
nomenon began. 

In India , belief in rein- 
carnation dates back to 
- ancient times. In the earliest 



Wahy Ltujmaun presents Iter dtsmr tat la it 

Florida boy 
seeks ‘divorce’ 
from parents 


Frofmssor Satwant Parricha says she uses scientific methods to 
Investigate reports of reincarnation 


Hindu work, the “Rg Veda” 
(circa 1,000 BC), certain pas- 
sages have been interpreted 
as referring to the phe- 
nomenon. More specific allu- 
sions appear in later texts, in 
the “Upanishads” and “Pura- 
nas,” where the concept of 
karma (the belief that one’s 
conduct in one life influences 
one’s circumstances in the 
next) is formulated. 

In his work. Prof. 
Stevenson has noted that 
societies in which belief in 
reincarnation is prevalent 
tend to produce far more 
reported cases. The Druse 
people of Lebanon and Syria , 
the Tlingit Indians of Alaska, 
the Ibo of Nigeria and the 
Hindus of India are among 
the populations who bold 
that belief. It is a part of the 
Hindu psyche and, in a sur- 
vey conducted by Prof. Pas- 
richa, 78 per cent of the 
respondents said they be- 
lieved in reincarnation. In 
comparison, a Gallup poll in 
the U.S. several years ago 
showed that the figure there 
is 23 per cent. 

According to Prof. 
Stevenson , it appears that 
most reported cases occur in 
families who accept rein- 
carnation. The reason so few 
cases are reported in Western 
societies may lie in “suppres- 
sion by the subject or his 
parents ... out of fear of 
ridicule or ostracism,” he 
noted. Another factor could 
be that the absence of a 
" framework of beliefs” 
makes memories of a pre- 
vious fife unintelligible. In 
addition , he expalms, “the 
interval between death and 
rebirth may be greater in the 
West than in Asia or other 


of the world having 
_ yth a belief in reincarnation 
and a high incidence of re- 
ported cases. ” This would 
result in “greater erosion of 
memories between lives than 
occurs in persons who are 
reborn rapidly.” 

Another factor may be that 
people in the West tend to 
move more and therefore 
lack the environmental sti- 
mulus that may trigger 
memories. Zn many reported 
cases, the subject was “re- 
born” in a place dose to 
where he lived his previous 
life. From Prof. Pasricha ’s 
and Prof. Stevenson's re- 
cords. it appears that the 
subject is about 3 or 4 years 
old when he or she beans to 
speak of a previous fife, and 
it often happens quite sud- 
denly. Between the age of 5 
and 8, they impulsively stop 
Hisnissing it. Another com- 
mon thread is that many sub- 
jects describe a violent death 
ending their former life. . _ 

One hot summer’s day in 
Punjab, 3-year-old Anoop 
Singh was playing in a cour- 
tyard when a visiting aunt 
remarked; “It is so hot today 
that I would not like to be 
burned even if I am dead.” 
The child commented: “ You 
won't feel anything when 
they bum you after you are 
dead. I know because I didn't 
feel anything when they 
burned me. ” Then, as if the 
floodgates of his memory bad 
suddenly opened, he told 
how he was cremated and 
other details of a previous 
life. 

Another case studied by 
Prof. Pasricha was that of 
Tjjkhan Singh, 4, who lived in > 
a village near Agra (the city [ 


of Taj Mahal). He was asked 
by Ins older brother, some- 
what peremptorily, to get a 
glass of water. “/ am not 
Lakh an; call me Jain Sahib,” 
the 4-year-old snapped back. 
“I am H.L. Jain. ” Suddenly 
the memory returned of bus 
life as a respected business- 
man and philanthropist after 
whom several institutions 
were named, and of his 
career in politics. It was later 
verified that H.L. Jain was 
indeed a prominent citizen 
who bad cued five years pre- 
vioulsy. He bad lived m a 
town 15 km from Lakhan’s 
village. “That, incidentally, is 
the and of distance separat- 
ing the places of the related 
personalities in most cases,” 
said Ptof. Pasricha “though 
there are a few big excep- 
tions. ” Huddar’s previous 
personality, for instance, 
lived in Bengal, 1,100 km 
from Nagpur, and her case 
was also remarkable in that 
the personalities were sepa- 
rated by 150 years, and the 
fact that she began regressing 
at the age of 33. 

Both Prof. Pasricha and 
Prof. Stevenson have ack- 
nowledged the impossibility 
of proving reincarnation, but 
they emphasise that their 
careful research brings the 
phenomenon into the realm 
of probability. “ I would not 
presume — or wish — to 
attach a figure to this prob- 
ability,” Prof. Stevenson 
said. 

Prof. Pasricha, who is also 
focusing on near-death ex- 
periences, concluded : “It is 
tremendously exciting r The 
more you learn about it, the 
more fascinating it becomes” 
— World News Link. 


By Sarah Tippit 
Reuter 

ORLANDO, Florida — An 
11 -year-old Florida boy is 
seeking a ‘ divorce ' from pa- 
rents he says failed to care for 
him. 

He is also suing a state 
child welfare system he be- 
lieves has neglected him. 

The case was filed in a 
Florida court last month by a 
boy identified only as Greg- 
ory K. It is believed to be the 
first in which a child has 
attempted to sue his natural 
parents and a welfare agency 
so he can stay with his foster 
parents. 

Previously such battles 
have been waged on behalf of 
children by guardians, social 
welfare agencies or through 
class action suits, where 
/udgemenr is sought for a 
group of people. 

In this case, the 11-year- 
old called up a sympathetic 
lawyer and fried a suit saying 
he did not want the parents 
who had given him a child- 
hood of "neglect, abandon- 
ment and sometimes abuse. 

Social workers and lawyers 
across the nation are watch- 
ing the case closely. 

Normally under Florida 
law a child in foster care for 
longer than 18 months is enti- 
tled to adoption. 

But because caseworkers 
for Florida’s Department of 
Health and Rehabilitative 
Services (HRS) have a back- 
log. Gregory lias been in and 
out of various living situa- 
tions for more than three 
years. 

Now be has sued his pa- 
rents and named HRS as a 
co-defendant 

Some experts say the case 
sets a dangerous precedent 
that could threaten the stabil- 
ity of the American family. 

“Our society at this point is 
too litigious as it is.” said 
Charles Gersbenson, a for- 
mer research director at the 
Children's Bureau of the 
U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services. 

Class action suits forcing 
states and municipalities to 
change child welfare systems 
are more effective than indi- 
vidual suits, said Mr. Ger- 
shenson. now a private sector 
policy analyst. 

So far. at least 12 class 
action suits on behalf of fos- 
ter children have been won 
nationally , and at least four 
are pending, according to 
Chris Hansen, a children's 
rights advocate at the Amer- 
ican Civil Liberties Union. 

Only in the movies do kids 


“ divorce ” parents. Mr. Han- 
sen said. 

But Jack Levine, executive 
director of the Florida Centre 
for Children and Youth, an 
advocacy group, said an indi- 
vidual suit brought by a child 
would at least raise the level 
of awareness of “the real life 
of many tens of thousands of 
children. " 

“We treat children as if 
they are infants without a 
cognisance of what's in their 
own best interest. ” he added. 

Court records tell the story 
of Gregory's misery since his 
birth in 1980. After his pa- 
rents divorced, his father ille- 
gally snatched him from his 
mother and subjected him to 
physical abuse, once throw- 
ing him through a glass 
window. 

Over the years, the boy has 
been bounced between his 
mother, his father, and sever- 
al foster homes — at some of 
which he was also abused. 

His mother has abandoned 
him several times, once when 
her alleged lesbian lover 
asked her to choose between 
Gregory and her. But now 
the mother says she wants 
him back. 

Although his mother has 
lived nearby for the last 18 
months, she did not contract 
him or provide financial sup- 
port. said the boy’s lawyer 
Jerri Blair, adding that at one 
point his mother had begun 
proceedings to reliquish cus- 
tody. 

Gregory has been sepa- 
rated, reunited, and sepa- 
rated again from his two little 
brothers. He has missed a 
great deal of school. 

Four months ago. he was 
taken in by foster parents in 
their mid-40s and settled in 
well. They have other chil- 
dren, and now want to make 
Gregory a permanent mem- 
ber of the family. 

When Gregory learned 
that HRS was considering 
returning him to his natural 
parents . he asked his foster- 
father: “Dad, what can I do 
to stay here with you,” Mr. 
Blair reported. The foster- 
father suggesed a lawyer. 

Jane Carey, the court - 
appointed lawyer for Greg- 
ory’s mother, said he should 
not be allowed to choose his 
parents. 

Prudently , the mother had 
voluntarily given him up so 
she would not neglect or 
abuse him. “But now she’s in 
a better living situation. She 
has her other children back, 
and would like Gregory re- 
turned so she can complete 
her family.” Ms. Carey said. 
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More than just a smile 


By Mafea Addasi 


If anything, tourism in Jordan is good, but it definitely 
needs some fine-tuning. So let us take a quick tour through 
Jordan and see how that is. 

While in Aqaba recently, a group of us, all family, took a 
ride in a glass-boat. Excited as we were and somewhat 
overwhelmed by the world below we were not quite glad to 
hear the boat owner, our incidental tour-guide, tell us of 
the 450 kg and 350 kg sharks be and his friends caught some 
one hundred metres from the shore, which was almost 
exactly where we were at the time of his story-telling. And 
we did not feel any better to hear that sharks do sometimes 
reach the shore and that inside the “bigger’ 1 shark’s 
stomach , he found a six kg fish, an army boot and mangled 
tin containers. 

If the sharks were anything to boast about, the boat- 
man's choice of place was “ somewhat " inappropriate. 
Because had we been tourists from abroad, who did not 
know of the rarity of such incidents and who had recently 
seen re-runs of Spielberg’s “jaws,” a return to that tourist 
resort would be very unlikely . ' 

But safe and sound out of Aqaba, let us go north a bit. to 
Petra, where the rose-red city lives up to its reputation and 
fascinates visitors, once they get there that is. And getting 
there could be a “long” way. Visitors , usually making it on 
horseback through the Siq to reach the Treasury, consi- 
dered the best part of Petra, could easily think of a tartoise 
and rare race. The horses are so slow that half-way through 
the Siq, one is tempted to dismount and carry the horse die 
rest of the way for mercy's sake. 

Whatever happened to the horses we read about in 
books? The ones which heroes gallop on, sweep their 
heroines off their feet, and disappear into the horizon to 
live happily ever after? 

Alright, I am not asking for pegasus here, but just for 
some horses that can walk a tad faster. 

Now off to Jerasb, with its tell-preserved Roman 
columns, and where not a soul is seen during the day. It 
could be nice for some lone, tired of crowds visitor, but it is 
not exactly my cup of tea. But this is not the point. 

What happens in Jerash is that people drive by tourist 
areas on their way to a restaurant. And the point that 
seems appropriate to mention here is: The food at these 
restaurants is good , the seating arrangement fabulous, and 
the service ... Yes, the service where some waiters almost 
seem offended when you call them to take your order. 

Speaking of waiters, in some restaurants around Jordan I 
remember cases where the waiter does not listen to you 
when you ask for tea without sugar, and may bring it under 
the form of a saturated solution. If you request another cup 
of sugariess tea, you end up with a diluted version of the 
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first cup. And if you “dare” or have the energy to ask 
again, you are likely to receive so dark a solution that there 
is no way you can swallow it without sugar. This time, 
though the waiter makes sure he did not accompany your 
cup with a sugar bowl. 

With these as examples that only touch the surface of the 
deep-lying problems in tourism, we should start to find 
ways to orient people to be more friendly, to rind a way to 
improve our tourist facilities and make people who come 
into contact with tourists more tactful. Then, maybe, we 
can also encourage internal tourism and help the industry 
wheel move further. 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, May 21 

830 The Simpsons 


Jane Badler 


1030 News In English 


Lisa Simpson wins in the 
best essay contest and gets to 
visit Washington and the 
White House. 


9:10 N.B.A Basketball 


A woman draws up a plan to 
take die insurance money of 
her husband, who is a com- 
mercial attache in Peru and 
has made a fortune 
through smuggling drugs. She 
uses a former policeman to 
help her carry out her plan. 


10:20 Feature FUm 


10:00 News In English 


Sunday, May 24 


10:20 Movie Of The Week 


Cadence 


830 Wings 


Director: Martin Sheen 


Stand Up Kind Of Guy 



Death Drums Along The 
H River 


Starring: Richard Todd and 
Maroune Cook 


Commissioner Sanders un- 
covers a series of nr orders 
committed by a gready doc- 
tor in Africa. ' 




Aim r 


Wednesday, May 27 


Starring: Charlie Sheen 


The movie is about race rela- 
tions in the U.S. Army. 


Joe’s friend visits the island. 
He does not remember any- 
thing about Joe or the old 
days they spent together de- 
spite his many attempts to do 


George Sings The Blues 830 Saved By The BeB 


Friday, May 22 


830 Coach 


9:10 Documentary — Casting 
For Gold 


Any Place I Hang Myself, I . 
Call Home 


The coach is in trouble for 
buying a bouse which Christ- 
ine cannot stand. 


A documentary on fishing the 
famous Marisa gold fish in 
the River Ganges in India. 


After looking for a job in the 
theatre without success, 
Georgina decides to hire an 
agent to help her get a job. 
She rinds Marty, who was 
trying to commit suicide be- 
cause of personal problems 
and she starts work with him. 


9:10 Documentary — 
Equinox 


The Gold Brush 


The importance, use, produc- 
tion and hazards of paints. 


9:10 Palace Guard 


tO.-OO News In English 


1030 News In English 


9:10 E.N.G. 


1030 Law And Order 


1030 News In English 


A death In The Family 


1030 Inspectors Morse 


Last Bus To Woodstock 


A cop is killed and investiga- 
tions uncover that be was 
killed by his partner in self 
defence. 


Thomas manages to discover 
a network for pornographic 
films. He also rinds the 
daughter of a hotel director 
genera/ who goes missing for 
a period of time. 


1030 Challenger 


The seven, astronauts hold a 
press conference at the base. 
They answer journalists ques- 
tion, and later they go back 
to their nonziai daily life. 


To the Arab nation, from prison 


3BBBSSBSEB 


By E. Yaghi 


Stone walls do not a prison make 
Nor iron bars a cage; 

Minds innocent and quiet take 
That for an hermitage; 

If I have freedom in my love 
And in my soul am free, 

Angels atone, that soar above. 
Enjoy such liberty. 


Richard Lovelace 


My name is Nasser and / dwell in the graveyard of the 
living. Iam the defender of AJ Aksa Mosque, The Dome 
Of The Rock and title Holy churches of Jerusalem and 
Bethlebam as well as a warrior of the intifada. My 
hermitage is a small dark underground cell in some 
forgotten dungeon. My existence is solemn and stark to say 
the least. My friends are the four dank wails which 
surround me. I have given them names: They are Faith, 
Hope, Charity and Love. On sunny days, a small shaft of 
light enters through the cold iron bars and tiny particles of 
the sun's' radiation dance in the dark beams of silence. In 
summer, I can smell the grape vines and roses growing 
although I imagine the nearest orchard to be many 
kilometres away. Sometimes I bear the old owl boot to 
nesting doves and I almost know what it is saying. On a rare 
day, through the rusty iron bars, I see eagles flap their 
wings against their azure world, clasping their prey in their 
mighty talons. 

Even though my body is chained, I am free. My soul 
soars with the eagles and flies with the doves. It sings with 
the finches and swims with the dolphins. I may be fettered 
to my cell, bat my love for my country gives me freedom in 
spirit and there are no fetters for the soul. However, my 
country is not free and it is to this oppression that J protest. I 
have been told that there is a peace conference going on 
between the Arab nation and the Zionists. It is my dream 
that the Arabs will be united for only in unity can there be 
victory and in unity can the dream of peace become a 
reality. I know that it is against the Zionist tradition to 
compromise my land, a land that they love not, but rather 
to confiscate new and more territory so that they may 
further expand their borders. I know that Israeli delegates 
all sit at peace. tables with their bands folded, unwilling to 
compromise andsteeped in deception, mistrust and hypoc- 
risy while at the same time, they pretend to the world that 
they are the victims or the descendants of victims of the 
Nazi holocaust. But what about my people? What about 
the little children of today and the children of tomorrow ? 


Are they not also victims of the Israeli holocaust? What 
does the future bold for them? 

Last night I beard a kitten mewing for its mother. There 
was no human being to help that poor animal who 
apparently had wandered a stray . I 
felt that the cat and I had much in common for it wildly 
entreated its mother to help it but received no answer. It 
was cold yesterday evening. I have only one thin blanket to 
cover up with, so I emphasised with the unprotected baby 
felme that had no defense from the cold. If it were here, I 
would gladly share my blanket with it, but I am sure it 
would refuse to eat my food which is pushed at me once a 
day through a tiny hole in the door, for it is filled with rat 
droppings. Today the kitten is silent which means either 
that its mother found it or that some Israeli soldiers saw it 
and took pity on it Were that we humans so lucky! 

From my black comer in my cell, I send out a plea to the 
Arab leaders to unite and not be selfish. Every leader 
should not th mk only of himself and bis country. Death is 
just around the corner for each riving creature and it is far 
better for an Arab leader to go down in history immortal- 
ised for greatness than be cursed for tyranny. We, the Arab 
people bold the key to unlock this “new world order" 
which plans to leave us behind. We are the owners of the 
black diamond, oil, if only we join forces and /earn how fo # 
wield our weapon. Unity should not be so difficult to 
procure, for we, the Arabs, share one history, one culture 
and one language; it is up to us now to share also one heart 
and one mind. 

My patriotism whispers at the grates and great winds 
which are free, whistle of my love for a Palestine which 
should be the beloved soil of every Arab, a country whose 
borders should be open to all peace lovers to cross and 
sojourn in as a part of the greater pan-Arab nation. Tarek 
Ibn Ziad, my voice grew hoarse calling yon. Salahaddin, 
where are you? I am waiting for victory in the land where 
the laurel and garland grow,' where the muezzin beckons 
the faithful to prayer rive times a day and where the ancient 
church bells ring in the Holy Land. 

Wake up oh Arab nation before it is too late ! Do not 
witness each other fall one by one before your eyes as bait 
for the wolf, but conquer that wolf together. Seek not 
dignity in death and defeat, but in unity, liberty and 
perseverance through equality and justice for each Arab 
citizen. Let os begin a new era and think of a new 
Arab order. I leave you now and return to my only friends 
left in this world. Faith, Hope, Charity and Love. 


Signed with courage, loyalty and patience. 
Your fellow countryman, Nasser, 


Bloodthirsty kids 


hero-worship wrestling stars 


By Paul Majeodie 
Reuter 


DUBLIN — The undertaker 
and his lugubrious manager 
Paul Bearer know how to 
work a bunch of screaming 
seven-year-old children into a 
bloodthirsty, rage. 

With bis trademark tomb- 
stone reverse piledriver, the 
evO wrestler says be has but 
one ambition in life: “To 
perform a mass burial of my 
opponents. ” 

Rick “The Model” Martel 
minces around in skintight 
pink briefs and sprays himself 
with cologne from a giant can 
before being humbled by the 
Texas Tornado, who has a 
map of the lone star state 
embroidered on bis buttocks. 


rampage topf” was a sell-out 
and Dublin was no exception. 
The audience consisted most- 
ly of kids yelling “ rip bis head 
off, ” as parents trooped off 
to buy undertaker T'-shirf and 
legion of doom studded 
jackets. 

The wrestlers lumber into, 
the ring like giant dinosaurs 
for their choreographed bat- 
ties. Appropriately , the fed- 
eration’s most famous perfor- 
mer, Hulk Hogan, has been 
trademarked as the property 
of Marvel Cbm/cs Inc. 


The big boss man, a former 
Georgia prison officer, warns 
his opponents: “You’re going 
to serve hard time, punk.” 
When it comes to larger 
than rife characters and a 
titanic battle between good 
and evil, there is nothing to 
beat a night out with the 
slickly marketed heroes and 
villains of the World Wrest- 
ling Federation (WWF). 
Their April “ European 


Hulk is now a movie star in 
Suburban Commando, which 
tells the tale of a hero who 
falls to earth from another 
galaxy. 

Still, he never forgets bow 
lucky be is and always tells 
young fans: “Train, say our 
prayers, eat plenty of vita- 
mins and believe in your- 
self.” 


closer you got to the ring. 
“ Theatre offakery , ” one cri- 
tic called it. 

The “ baddies and goodies” 
worked the crowd into a fren- 
zy with children yelling “look 
out , behind you ” as the 
Berserker, resplendent in 
VUting boms, crept up on his 
hapless opponent. 

The Bushwhackers, a com- 
ic New Zealand tag team with 
a trademark silly walk that 
would put Comedian John 
CJeese to shame,, were idol- 
ised afterwards by kids 
clambering to wipe some of 
the sweat off their crew-cut 
heads. 


About 5,000 frenzied Dub- 
liners willingly suspended dis- 
belief for a big night out with 
these comic strip heroes 
come to rife. 

I didn’t matter that the 
gargantuan blows delivered 
by these incredible hulks 
looked less horrendous the 


You could have your pic- 
ture taken with your 
favourite star. The federa- 
tion's spring catalogue has 
just been released and the new 
computer games promise to 
be “mad, bad and in your 
face. ” Wrestiefest videos can 
be express-mailed right to 
your home. 


The characters are all care- 
fully crafted with an instantly 
recognisable trademark, 
cleverly used by the merchan- 
dising and communications 
experts back at WWF bead- 
quarters in Stamford, Con- 


necticut. 

Span’s Sinister Kato, in a 
black mask that hides all but 
his eyes, is known for his 
dirty picks. Tatanka. bede- 
cked in American Indian war- 
paint, lets out a chilling war 
cry and dances round the 
ring. 

The federation stable cer- 
tainly has an international 
flavour with El Matador from 
Mexico, Dino Bravo from 
•Canada and Colonel Mustafa 
“from the Middle East.” * 

The Dublin audience revel- 
led in every oneof them even-, 
if disbelief had to be sus- 
pended more heavily than 
usual for the deafening arriv- 
al on stage of the British r 
Bulldog. 

In a land where seven cen- } 
tunes of often repressive col- 1 ' 
onial rule by Britain ended 70; 
years ago. memories are stiU. 
vivid. So some may have 
considered it a trifle excessive £ 
for the British Bulldog to; 
swagger on to the strains of 
■ “Rule Britannia.” 

But nobody realty minded;- 
he duly won and the children* 
went home happy after yeU-~ 
ing themselves hoarse for' 
three hours shouting 
him ” and “go suck a lemon. ” 
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11:10 Sibs 


Monday, May 25 


The Cut Offs 


Lonely Japanese can now rent a * family 9 


830 Empty Nest 


»t.. ■ Vi r r": 1 : 1 Y-’ *.,-V » 8 1 / 1 , J- j .. .1 .J iJ 


Lily's attempts to find a job 
are unsuccessful. Nora, her 
sister, informs her about a 
job opportunity as a house 
manager for a celebrity bas- 
ketball players. 


Dr. Weston And Mr. Hyde 


By Seigo Sakamoto 

Reuter 


Nurse Laurine affirms > o Dr 
Harry that hill moon affects 
people’s moods. 


Saturday, May 23 9:10 Capital City 


830 Super Bloopers 


930 Encounter 


Could the “chaos” theory be 
applied to investment with 
success? 


TOKYO — Elderly Japanese 
isolated from their children 
by the frantic pace of modem 
life can now rent a “ family ” 
for lunch and a few hours' 
conversation. 


9:30 Documentary — En- 
vironment 


1030 News In English 


1030 Gold 


This episode is on recycling 
home garbage to be re-used 
in new industries. 


1030 News ha English 


10:20 Feature Film 


The owner of a large com- 
pany, which is mining for 
gold , hints to his supporters 
to bum a newspaper as part 
of a political conflict at the 
time of elections. 


Just dial a Tokyo number 
and ask for. say, a daughter, 
son-in-law and grandchild. 
They will show up at your 
door , and greet you emo- 
tionally as if they hadn ’ t seen 
you for years. 


Easy Kill 


Tuesday, May 26 


Starring: Frank Stallone and 830 Princesses 


Three hours with your tem- 
porary “ family ” will cost you 
150,000 yen ($1,130) plus 
their transport costs. 

This is just one of the 
human rental services that 
Nippon Kokasei Honbu 
(Japan Effectiveness Head- 
quarters) offers. Others in- 
clude providing “staff” for 


timid business executives to 
bawl out, and “ sweethearts ” 
for young people unlucky in 
love. 

According to company 
President Satsuki Ohiwa, 
some 15 couples have so far 
rented relatives. “We have 
nearly 80 people on the wait- 
ing Ust .” 

Ohiwa said most people 
seeking rental companions 
were in. their late 60s, just 
over retirement age. 

“What is common about 
our clients is that they are 
thirsty for human love, ” she 
said. “We are helping them 
make their dreams come 


Where once households 
with three or more genera- 
tions living together were 
commonplace , now numbers 
are dwindling hast. In cities 
there are very few indeed. 

“Aged people are getting 
isolated from their families 
and from other people in the 
town where they live , " said 
Itsuko Tomii , a director of 
Nippon Kokasei. 


true. ” 

This unique way of selling 
an albeit temporary cure for 
loneliness reflects the prob- 
lems faced by modem Japan 
with the growth of the nuc- 
lear family and a progressive- 
ly ageing society. 


Many elderly people see 
their families only rarely . if at 
all , she said. This may be 
because the children's em- 
ployers have transferred 
them to a distant city, even 
abroad, or just because busy 
family members cannot End 
time to visit their parents. 

“We’ve seen many cases in 
which parent-children rela- 
tions are not in a happy 
state,” said Kaoru Inoue of — 
Nippon Kokasei. 


“When a son finally visits 
his parents after a long while, 
it is often just to ask for 
money or for them to let him 
inherit their property early,” 
Mr. Inoue said . 

Loneliness is not just a 
one-way street. “One young 
mother came to us to ask 
about rental grandparents 
he added. 

The company is diversify- 
ing into other fields. For a 
fee, you can hire a “maid” 
who will accompany you on 


shopping trips and make you 
feel like a millionaire. 


feel like a millionaire. 

The businessman who hires 
an “employee” to bawl out 
may do both himself and his 
company a service , Mr. In- 
oue said. 

“ This can renew the staff’s 
appreciation of the executive 
and reinvigorate his depart- 
ment. It also enables him to 
find an outlet for frustra- 


tion. ” 

Nippon Kokasei r s 
“sweetheart” rental is pot a 
service to be abused , Mr. 
Inoue makes dear. 

“ You shouldn’t think ab- 
out our lover too romantical- 
ly he said. “She’s there to 
act as a counseller or bow to 
.find a girlfriend.” 

Such services cost up to 
20,000 yen ($150) per hour. 

Kokasei Honbu was set up 
in 1987 to train corporate 
staff on how to improve their 
human relations in business. 

The first “ rent-a-family ” 
was dispatched two years ago 
in response to a businessman 
too busy to visit bis ageing 
mother. 

Company staff visited her 
instead, and it was a success. 

“We. then offered the ren- 
tal family service privately 
once every few months. It 
was only this year that it 


gained wide publicity when a- 
newspaper wrote about it.” 
Mr. Inoue said. 

Once a request comes in, 
Ms. Tomii calls on the clients 
to plan the “family reunion. 
Among questions she asks 
are what kind, of V family ” 
they want, and how- they 
want to pass the time . 


The make-believe relatives ; 
are played by part-time en- 
tertainers who have andefy 
gone a year’s training in 
psychology , acting, and self- 
expression. 

Company President Ohiwa 
says she now plans to sencf 
leaflets advertising the ser* 
vice to old people’s homesg 
Not everyone, is sold on tire 
rent-a-family idea. - As oo& 
middle-aged sceptic asfce<£ • 
“Isn’t it an illusion that you 
, cat* buy a feeling of happinesS 
with money?” "* 
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Curtain comes down on U.K’s elite country opera house 
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; JBy Jill Serjeant 
Reuter 

GLYNDEBOURNE, Eng- 
land — The, old walled gar- 
den has disappeared into a 
cavern of cement and the 
potting sheds have been re- 
moved. 

I Glyndeboume , foe guin- 
tessential English private 
country opera house . Aas 
opened its last season before 
the tiny 58-year-old theatre is 
demolished to make room for 
d new auditorium fit for the 
21st century. 

I Captains of industry, de- 
scending in their private heli- 
copters , and the aristocracy, 
bow-tied and bejewelled, 
have found a new pastime to 


fill the 75-minute long interval 
on opera nights — peeping 
through hoardings at the 
foundations of the new opera 
house due to open in May 
1994. 

“The character of Glynde- 
boume will, I recognise, 
change. It will be less homes- 
pun r less like the village 
hall , ” said Sir George Christ- 
ie. whose parents started an 
opera festival in 1934 that has 
now become as synonymous 
with English socialite sum- 
mers as horse racing at Royal 
Ascot and rowing at Henley. 


Yet it is difficult to imagine 
anything further removed 
from the village ball than the 
three-month season at Glyn- 


deboume , as renowned for 
its high standards as for its 
.lush green lawns where gent- 
lemen and ladies in evening 
dress picnic on champagne 
and smoked salmon . 

Nearly 60 years on, Glyn- 
deboume is still fulfilling the 
aims of founder John Christie 
of doing “not the best we can 
do but the best that can be 
done anywhere. ” 

The result: A 7,000-long 
waiting list for membership. 

Glyndeboume has shown it 
can lure the likes of artist 
David Hockney . the National 
Theatre's Peter Hall and the 
Royal Shakespeare Com- 
pany’s Trevor Nunn as desig- 
ners and directors. 

Two of Benjamin Britten’s 


operas were given their world 
premiere at Glyndeboume in 
the 1940s and singers are still 
chosen as much for their abil- 
ity to act as to sing — as 
refreshing a novelty in the 
world of opera nowadays as it 
was in the 1930s, 

The new horse-shoe 
shaped opera house nestling 
in south-east England’s Sus- 
sex Downs will increase 
capacity by 318 seats to 
1.150, as well as providing 
enlarged and improved back- 
stage and restaurant facili- 
ties. 


But Sir George, who will 
continue to live “ over the 
shop” in his adjoining 15tb 
century ancestral home, is 


adamant the unique diawing 
room intimacy of the present 
theatre will not be lost. 

“It is a sine qua non that 
the existing character and 
atmosphere should not be 
destroyed, ” he said. 

“We are situated in the 
middle of the remnants of 
the countryside in the south- 
east and the last thing I want 
to see is ‘ Caesar's Palace ’ 
here,” he added. 

Financing foe 33 million 
($58. 7) project has not been a 
problem for Glynebourne, 
the only British opera house 
to be funded by the private 
sector. 

While London's Royal 

Opera House struggles under 
an accumulated deficit of 


£3.3 million ($5.8 million) 
despite hefty government 
su bsidies, Glyndeboume ’ s 
corporate and private patrons 
have already raised more 
than 80 per cent of the cost of 
their new theatre. 

“We have been through 
the worst economic recession 
since the early 1930s. To be 
so close to targe: in such 
conditions says oceans for the 
loyally and extraordinary 
generosity of the companies 
and individuals who have re- 
sponded,” said Sir George. 

Not a penny will be re- 
quested from the govern- 
ment. 

Vie theatre will take its 
final bow on July 24 when a 
glittering cast o f singers in- 
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Alberto Giacometti — the ioneiiness of the waiker 
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eluding Montserrat Caballe, 
Frederica Von Stade and 
Ruggero Raimondi give a 
concert in what will be the 
last performance in the 
wood-panelled auditorium. 

Tickets for the evening . 
which includes a champagne 
reception and firework dis- 
play in the company of heir to 
the throne Prince Charles, 
start at £750 ($1,336) each, of 
which £600 ($1,069) will go to 
the building fund. 

Deprived of their languid 
Glyndeboume summer even- 
ings in 1993 because of the 
building work, the members 
of this most elite of clubs will 
be forced to catch up with the 
company's touring arm at 
conventional theatres up and 


down Britain. 

But they will have to pack 
away foe wicker picnic ham- 
pers until the curtain rises on 
the new, larger Glynde- 
boume. 

It will be a come-back ex- 
actly 60 years from the open- 
ing of the first season, when 
what began as a rich man's 
folly turned into an interna- 
tional instifurion. 

In keeping with the sense 
of tradition that has enabled 
Glyndeboume to flourish 
where others have faltered, 
the opening performance will 
again be Mozart's The Mar- 
riage Of Figaro, which 
started the legend in Mav 
1934. 
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By Pascale Teinac 

A man walking , a woman standing 
and a head on a pedestal are the 
three key imaged in Alberto 
Giacomettis work This brilliant 
sculptor wanted to “copy reality” 
and panicked to see . his statues 
getting thinner and thinner ; shrink- 
ing and getting so tiny that they 
threatened to disappear 
altogether . 


PARIS — For Giacometti, 
the Paris Museum of Modem 
Art has put on the most 
magnificent retrospective im- 
aginable. both for the abund- 
ance of works gathered 
together (more than three 
hundred sculptures, paint- 
ings, drawings and even 
whole pieces of wall from his 
studio, covered in drawings 
and paintings) and for the 
clarity and soberness of foe r! 
presentation. 

Standing out against evenly • 
white walls, the huge statues 


(such as the Tall Woman 
(2.77 metres high) or the tiny 
busts f“pin-sized” figures, as 
Michel Leiris called them), 
emerge from huge pedestals, 
and give off a striking emo- 
tional force. There is a total 
impression of loneliness ema- 
nating from them, perhaps 
even more in the case of 
these groups of characters 
placed next to each other, 
, filiform outlines ignoring one 
another, or busy walking 
without ever meeting, going 
past . one another without 


seeing each other. 

Alberto was bom in 1901 
in a village in the Canton of 
Graudunden in Switzerland. 
He was the son of a post- 
impressionist painter and 
Alberto took to drawing from 
a very early age, encouraged 
by bis father. His mother, 
father, brothers and sister 
were not only his first mod- 
els. but also those of all his 
life. His first sculpture , at the 
age of 13. was already a bust 
of Diego, his very close 
brother of whom he has left 
admirable portraits and 
busts. At the same time , the 
child tirelessly copied old 
masters . which he also went 
on doing all life . long. 

A gap In Giacom etti * s 
life 

A dramatic episode in his 
youth was to mark him for his 
whole life. He was not yet 20, 
when he witnessed the death, 
in an. inn, of an old Dutch 
librarian, Peter Van Meurs. 
with whom he was travelling. 
“L watched Van Mdurs' head 


changing he was to write 
later on. “His nose became 
more and more emphasised, 
his cheeks became hollow, 
his almost motionless open 
mouth was barely breathing 
and. towards the evening, as 
I was drawing this profile. I 
was seized with the sudden 
fear that he was going to die 
This event was, for me, like a 
gap in life.” 

A sculpture in 1947. Head 
On A Stem, is the tragic 
expression of this “gap. ” 

In Paris, where he arrived 
in 1922, Giacometti, influ- 
enced by cubist sculptors and 
by African and Cycladic art 
at the same time, soon rumed 
to making almost totally flat 
sculptures, “plates" as he cal- 
led them. Before that, he had 
made the admirable Spoon- 
Wo man, his first 
monumental sculpture , no 
doubt inspired by the spoon 
carvings of black Africa. 

. Then, for a while he was 
influenced by the surrealists 
(as revealed by his famous 
“ Hanging Ball, the first 


“ multi-functioning object).” 
but he was soon back on his 
quest for reality and started 
working on heads, portraits 
and busts of his wife Annette 
and Diego. This was not to 
the liking of the surrealists 
who excluded him from their 
group (“a head, everybody 
knows what a head is.” 
Andre Breton cried). 

A flick of die thumb 

But Giacometti's heads, 
like his statues of standing 
nudes, shrank and flattened 
more and more and became 
tiny. 

“In 1940, to my great ter- 
ror." he was to write, “my 
statues started to get smaller. 
All my statues unavoidably 
ended up being just one cen- 
timetre tall. A flick of the 
thumb and no more statues. ” 

Later, his statues were to 
become big again, until they 
reached giant proportions, 
but they remained incredibly 
thin , emaciated and filiform. 
Giacometti gave them move- 
ment and had them walk on 


excessively long legs, 
anchored to heavy cubic 
pedestals. Other srarues re- 
mained totally motionless, 
stretched in height, with their 
arms along their bodies, 
forming a forest of lonely 
humans ignoring one 
another. 

Giacometti’s work includes 
humans and two animals, the 
only ones to have been kept: 
Alberto's cat dog have, in a 
way, become legendary. Die 
skeleton-like, filiform cat, 
had been taken in by Diego. 
As for the dog. completely 
flattened with a curved spine, 
“It is me. ” Giacometti said. 

“I felt like a dog. So I made 
this sculpture 

Alberto Giacometti died 
on Jan. 11 1966. On his grave 
in bis native village in 
Switzerland, Diego has 
placed his last work , a bust of 
the Romanian photographer. 
Elie Lotar , sitting, with his 
hands on his knees, and all 
the tragedy of the world in his 
eyes — L’Actualite En 
France. 



Alberto Giacometti in bis workshop 
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British Museum honours Chinese artist 


• By Max De Lotbiniere 

LONDON — “My painting is 
a combination of East and 
Wesr — if has given birth to a 
child of mixed birth,” ex- 
plains Wu Guanzhong, one 
of China's most venerated 
contemporary artists. “Di is is 
'7.. foe first time the ‘child’ has 
: j come to Europe and we shall 

i: ; sce jf j t recognises itself. ” Wu 

Guanzhong, 73. has waited a 
long time to bring his work 
back to the continent that has 
been foe source of so much 
inspiration for him, and to- 
* day he is justifiably proud. 
\ •■■■ Since the end of March, the 
:i~ British Museum in London 
: >-■ has given part of its gallery 
| space usually devoted to Sth 
and |0fo century Chinese 
painting to a six-week exhibi- 
j: tion of Wu Guanzhong's 

works — foe first time the 
museum has exhibited the 
*_•" work of a living artist. 
Although his work has been 
shown in Asia and the U.S.. 
this is his first exhibition in 
Europe, but this is no re- 
trospective of the work of an 
artist at the end of his career. 

At the entrance to the gal- 


lery, one is confronted by a 
semiabstract painting of Chi- 
na’s Great Wall a metre and a 
half wide. Tie vastness of foe 
subject is captured in bold 
black brushstrokes and 
splashes of colour. One could 
mistakenly think this was the 
work of the artist as a young 
man, but they would be 
wrong. Like many of the 44 
pictures in the exbibirion, it is 
a recent work from an artist 
who seems to defy old age 
and revel in newfound free- 
dom of expression after a 
lifetime spent struggling 
against cultural and political hos- 
tility at home. On his brief 
visit from Peking , where he 
lives , for foe opening. of the 
exhibition in the U.K., Wu 
Guanzhong sits on one of the 
benches in the gallery sur- 
rounded by his work. Few 
would make the connection 
between this frail, old man 
and the energetic, vigorous 
paintings on the walls. 

The interaction between 
Chinese and Western art — 
foe “mired birth” to which 
Wu Guanzhong likens his 
work — has been the main 
element of his career, but his 


determination to bring the 
two traditions together has 
cost him much. Bom in 
Jiangsu province, in southern 
China , this son of a poor 
primary school teacher fell in 
love with art at an early age. 
“The height of my father’s 
ambition for me was that I 
would become a teacher , but 
/ came in contact with the 
Hangzhou Art School ' and 
fell in love with art,” he 
recalls. The first year of his 
studies was interrupted by 
the Japanese invasion in 
1937. Through the difficu/r 
war years Wu Guanzhong 
continued to train, but his 
ambition was to study art in 
Paris. In preparation, he 
taught himself French with 
the help of a missionary 
priest, in 1946 his ambition 
was realised, and for three 
years he studied at the £coie 
National des Beaux Arts. 

T7ie more he became im- 
mersed in the styles and tech- 
niques of Western art, parti- 
cularly oil painting which had 
never been a medium in tra- 
ditional Chinese art, the less 
Wu Guanzhong felt he could 
express himself. “ Though ■ / 


.■JJ * 
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did not care for its luxury,” 
be explains, “ Paris enrap- 
tured me with the vigour and 
acute sensuality of its modem 
art. Lu Xun (another Chinese 
artist) once said that he ate 
grass but he produced milk. 

For me, though / drank milk 
I could not produce it. I 
came to realise imitation was 
not art. A narcissus bulb can 
blossom without soil, but I 
lacked that quality; I felt lost 
without T soil. ” 

Knowing that be was giving 
up a great deal, Wu Guan- 
zhong returned to China in 
1950 to draw inspiration from 
bis homeland, but also with a 
youthful mission, as he says 
“to go my own way, to pro- 
duce oil paintings that my 
countrymen would appreci- 
ate, to open up a new path. ” 
On his return he was 
appointed lecturer at the 
Peking Central Academy of 
Art. He passed on his West- 
ern training to his students, 
who were eager to learn ab- 
out Van Gogh and Cezanne, 
but he was also required to 
paint for. propaganda. He 
complied with the author- 
ities’ demands and painted 
workers and peasants — the 
heroes of foe revolution; 
however , his efforts were dis- 
missed as ugly, not the ideal- 
ised and prettified images re- 
quired by the new Commun- 
ist China. 

■ * 

Thus began the first of his 
clashes with the authorities, 
who condemned him as a 
“ bourgeois formalist and a 
danger to the young.” In 
response, he gave up figure 
painting and turned instead 
tto iandscape. In 1967 the full 
fury of the Cultural Revolu- 
tion was unleashed , and like 
many other artists and intel- 
lectuals be was sent to the 
country to lead the life of a 
peasant for three years , for- 
bidden 1 to paint or to even 
communicate with his wife. 
The “new path” that had 
been his youthful ideal 
seemed to be at an end. The 


cultural bureaucrats refused 
to allow Western artistic in- 
fluences and forced him to 
destroy some of his paintings. 

From his bench in the Brit- 
ish Museum gallery, Wu 
Guanzhong points to one of 
his works on display. At first 
glance the painting in ink and 
colour an paper — his prefer- 
red medium in his recent 
work — seems completely 
abstract. It is a fluid mass of 
twisting brushstrokes and 
splashes of colour, literally 
thrown on the paper. Gra- 
dually one picks out figura- 
tive details — birds nesting in 
a tree, a temple roof, a bridge 
and the river flowing beneath 
it. The painting, like most on 
show is a landscape. As Wu 
Guanzhong explains, the 
figurative details act as sign- 
posts to help one understand 
and relate to the abstract 
elements. This is the essence 
of Wu Guanzhong's blend of 
Western and Chinese styles', 
based on a commitment to his 
viewer. 

While he paints , Wu Guan- 
zhong imagines a simple 
peasant at bis shoulder, the 
type of person he lived and 
worked with during the 
Cultural Revoiufion. As the 
political situation eased, he 
was allowed to work again, 
but since then he has tried to 
paint in a style that can be 
appreciated by that peasant. 

No matter how abstract the 
work, it must contain ele- 
ments that can be recognised 
and understood. “It is like a 
kite," be says. “The abstract 
part of my work, the space 
and depth, are Western: The 
kite. But the kite is held by a 
string. Die string is the tradi- 
tional, figurative Chinese ele- 
ment that the ordinary viewer 
can hold on to and through 
which he can come to under- 
stand the rest. ” 

I In the last decade, Wu 
fGunzhong has been allowed 
to travel, and in the exhibi- 
tion are some of the pictures 
that he has painted abroad. 


Cityscapes of Hong Kong and ■ 
Paris are featured, but most 
striking are two landscapes of 
America's Grand Canyon. In 
some of the other paintings, 
it seems that he is again 
finding confidence to bring 
figures back into his work. 

“I can't decide now what / 
might paint in the future. ” he 
says, while agreeing that he is 
now freer than be ever was. 

“I paint what I see around 
me, that is my inspiration.” 
And when he is inspired, his 
choice of materials is ink on 
paper, or even a fountain pen 
or a felt tip. One regret he 
has about his brief visit to the 
U.K. is that he has had no 
time to get to know the latest 
works and styles in the con- 
temporary art scene. The 
work among British artists for 
stands out for him is chat of 
Francis Bacon, a telling 
choice. Bacon's works , 
figurative and abstract, are 
perhaps the most uncom- 
promising in contemporary 
art and one senses that it is 
Bacon’s freedom that Wu 
Guanzhong most admires. 

Wu Guanzhong was again 
allowed to teach after the 
Cultural Revolution and has 
been closely involved with 
the development of young 
artists. He is very aware that 
a decade of openness in Chi- 
na has been positive as well 
as negative for them. “ Some 
have gained recognition 
abroad for their work. They 
have even sold works and 
made money, but this success 
has come very fast. This 
afreets their artistic deve/op- 
ment. They are under press- 
ure to produce more work, 
but it takes a long time to 
build a personal style.” 

Arnold Chang , director of 
Chinese Paintings for the in- 
ternational art auction ‘ com- 
pany Sotheby's agrees that 
the market For contemporary 
mainland Chinese art has 
been very strong recently . To 
meet this demand, Sotheby's 



Wu Guanzhong 

held its first sale of modem 
Chinese paintings in Taiwan 
in March, which Mr. Chang 
claims was very successful. In 
that sale, three paintings by 
Wu Guanzhong were sold for 
a total of about $150,000. Mr. 
Chang sees a danger in the 
rush to discover younger 
mainland Chinese artists. 

“It’s scary because it's hap- 
pening very quickly, and we 
have to ask if the younger 
artists are ready artistically 
and psychologically to cope 
with it. The nature of the ’ 
modern Chinese art market is 
unlike markets elsewhere. 

There's no established net- 
work of local galleries. collec- 
tors or critics to nurture ta- 
lent. We just haven’t had 
time to sort it out. Instead, 
the auction market is the 
cutting edge rather than one 
aspect of the Chinese art 
scene. ” 

Chang acknowledges that 
Wu Guanzhong's work is 
highly regarded, but he is 
wary about the tradition, 
which in his view has been a 
struggle fought by many 
Chinese artists for 200 years. 


of merging Western and 
Chinese styles. “It's one 
thing to merge East and 
West, ”.he says, “but the abil- 
ity to do that doesn't neces- 
sarily make successful art. In 
the past, it may have been 
easier for an artist to produce 
art that conformed to 
accepted formulas, but now, 
with the much greater free- 
dom to experiment that 
artists have in China, things 
might be harder because 
there is no longer any ex- 
cuse. ” 

Wu Guanzhong’s paintings 
represent the limits to which 
an artist in China has been 
allowed to go over the last 50 
years. It is not surprising that 
his most recent works contain 
a freedom and energy unlike- 
anything produced before. It 
would be cruel if age pre- 
vented him from taking this 
artistic freedom even further. 
As the British Museum gal- 
lery fills , Wu Guanzhong’s 
artist's eyes are already rest- 
less, taking in the visitors’ 
silhouettes. It won’t be long 
before he finds a pen in one 
Of his pockets and sets to 
work — World News Link . 
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‘Childhood abuse may raise risk of combat stress disorder ’ 


By Malcolm Ritter 
The Associated Press 


' ' WASHINGTON — A study 

f ■_ of Vietnam veterans suggests 

that childhood abuse may 
raise the risk of developing 
. post-traumatic stress disorder 

- after combat, a finding that 

may help in treatment. 

Veterans who sought treat 
meat for the stress disorder, 
sometimes called PTSD, 
f were more likely to report 

m r having been sexually or phy- 

r sically abused as children 

l than were veterans without 

" the disorder, the study found. 


Co-author Dr. J. Douglas 
Bremner stressed that the 
disorder is caused by the 
combat itself rather than 
childhood abuse. Nearly 
three-quarters of those suf- 
fering from it reported no 
history of such earlier abuse , 
be noted. 


see if the result can be con- 
firmed, he said. If so, the 
insight may help in designing 
treatment and prevention, he 
said . 


American Psychiatric Asso- 
ciation. 

Not everyone agreed with 
his interpretation. 


The finding just suggests 
that childhood abuse may 
make a person more vulner- 
able to a later stress disorder 
from combat, he said. 


Dr. Bremner is a yale uni- 
versity psychiatrist who also 
works at the National Centre 
for Post-Traumatic Stress 
Disorder's Division of Clinic- 
al Neurosciences at the West 
Haven Veterans Affairs 
Medical Centre in Connec- 
ticut. 


The study included a re- 
latively small sample so furth- 
er rescarb should be done to 


He spoke in an interview 
before presenting the study at 
the annual meeting of the 


Charles Figjey , director of 
the psychosocial stress re- 
search programme at Florida 
State University in Tallahas- 
see, said the results may 
simply reflect the well-estab- 
lished relationship between 
childhood abuse and adult 
psychiatric problems in 
general. 

Or, he said, they may 
mean the veterans seeking 
treatment for the posf-coju- 


bat stress disorder were more 
willing and able to recall 
childhood abuse tban the 
other veterans who sought 
only medical treatment 
In a telephone interview , 
Dr. Figley also cautioned that 
the small sample of Vietnam 
veterans was restricted to 
those seeking help from VA 
hospitals, a group that may 
not represent Vietnam veter- 
ans as a whole. 

■ Still, the results are intri- 
guing enough to justify addi- 
tional research, be said. 
Although previous studies 
have rejected the idea of 


predisposing factors for most 
PTSD , such factors may ptay 
a ro/e in some cases, he 
added. 


The disorder can appear 
months or years after a 
traumatic experience such as 
combat, a natural disaster or 
an airplane crash. Symptoms 
indude sudden, vivid reliving" 
of the experience , nightmares 
that can make a person 
awaken screaming, and in- 
terne distress from events 
that symbolise or resemble 
the trauma. Some people 
with PTSD remain on con-. 


stant alert for danger. 

A 1988 estimate said about 
15 per cent of Vietnam veter- 
ans had the disorder at that 
time. 

The new study compared 
38 Vietnam combat veterans 
seeking help for PTSD with 
28 Vietnam combat veterans 
seeking help for medical 
problems. Based on a ques- 
tionnaire and an interview, 29 
per cent of the PTSD group 
reported having been physi- 
cally or sexually abused or. 
both as children. Only 7 per 
cent of the other group re- 
ported the chDdhood prob- 


lems. 

When scientists adjusted 
the findings to account for 
differences in combat expo- 
sure, which is knoWn to affect 
risk of the disorder, the asso- 
ciation with chUdhootf abuse 
remained just as strong. Dr. 
Bremner said. . 


He said it is not dear exact- 
ly bow dbUdhood abase could 

raise the ris k of combat-re- 
lated PTSD. 


Researchers are now ana- 
lysing data from Gulf war 
veterans to see whether snni- 
lar findings appear, he said. 


AIDS , economics push condom to the forefront in China 






By Andrew Quinn 

Reuter 


one child per family. 

Ms. Liu . with a bird's-eye 


PEKING — She 's 45. favours 
pink cardigans, and has a 
motherly smile. She is also in 
charge of all the condoms in 
China. 

Liu Cbunmei, bead of the 


Division of Contraceptive 
Supply at China ’s State Fami- 


\ Supply at China ’s State Fami- 

; ly Planning Commission, 

\ oversees the production and 

; distribution of hundreds of 

m m millions of condoms, con- 

■ traceptive pills and Intra- 

• Uterine Devices (IUDs) for 

■■ the world's most populated 

> country. 

i Aimed with a budget of 
j millions, she monitors the sex 

[ lives of close to 1.1 biUion 

; people who live under a gov - 

i emment edict to have only 


view on the practice of con- 
traception in China, must 
make plans to ensure the 
country's vast population has 
enough of what it needs. 

And what it needs, in these 
days of acquired immune de- 
ficiency syndrome (AIDS), is 
condoms. 

“We are cooperating with 
the anti-AIDS drive, Ms. 
Liu said in an interview. 
“Now, when we distribute 
condoms , we are also con- 
sidering instructing people on 
the prevention of AIDS. ” 

unlike most Western 
countries , China’s favoured 
method of contraception is 
the tubal ligation, a surgical 
procedure that prevents 
women from having children. 


When contraception fails, 
the state exerts heavy press- 
ure for women to have abor- 
tions in order to stick to 


population targets. 
Ms. Liu dismisst 


Ms. Liu dismisses persis- 
tent horror stones m the 
Western press saying China 
relies too heavily on the 
surgeon’s knife to keep its 
population under control. 

‘‘Our abortion rate is not 
higher than many Western 
countries,” she said. The 
ratio of abortions to live 
births in China was about 
0.60 in 1990, according to 
official data. 

Ms. Liu said ligation, a 


bad two children,'' she said. 
“For some women in the 
countryside, it is the best 
way. There is nothing to re- 
member. You just do it and 
it's done.” 


Ms. Liu said about 50 per 
cent of China’s women opt 
for surgery, some after heavy 
government prodding, while 
40 per cent chose the IUD — 
a coil or loop of plastic in- 
serted in the womb to pre- 
vent conception. 


relatively simple procedure, 
could save a lot of headaches. 


could save a lot of headaches. 

“ There’s nothing wrong 
with ligation. We urge all 
families to do it after they've 


The IUD has been under 
attack in the West because of 
allegations it may lead to 
infection, but Ms. Liu said 
that in China this was not a 
problem. 

But short-term contracep- 
tion still plays an important 
role in China's birth control 


drive, particularly as pre- 
marital sex rises amid fading 
Communist morality. 

AIDS, a deadly, sexually- 
transmitted disease that may 
be avoided by condom use, 
and the economics of produc- 
tion are also pushing the con- 
dom to the fore. 

China has officially re- 
ported only about 500 AIDS 
cases, most attributed to in- 
travenous drug use. But 
health officials are worried 
that the risk is growing. Ms. 
Liu and her factories are the 
frontline of defence. 

Ms. Liu's contraceptive 
empire would be the envy of 


control offices and pharma- 
cies have been dmgooned 
into the contraceptive supply 


business, building a nation- 
wide network of over one 


any Western entrepreneur — 
save for the fact that most of 


save for the fact that most of 
her products are distributed 
free. 

Work units , local birth 


wide network of over one 
million people dedicated to 
keeping babies at bay. 

‘*We must make a central 
plan, based on how much 
contraception we feel the 
country will need," Ms. Liu 
said. ‘This is based just on 
our experience. There is no 
scientific way of calculating 
it.” 

Mb. Liu's office assumes 
the average condom-using 
Chinese male w3I require be- 
tween 120 and 150 condoms 
per year. But China’s seven 
state condom factories chum 
■out millions more in reserves. 

The government's 1992 
scheme calls for the produc- 


tion of 960 milli on condoms 
— a rise of 11 per cent over 
1991. 

Production of contracep- 
tive frills will decline by S3 
per cent to 40 milli on. Ms. 
Liu said this did not reflect a 
policy change but rather an 
attempt to dear overstocked 
pills uiat have been pilling up 
in government storehouses. 

Ms. Liu, who works with 
an annual budget of around 
100 million yuan ($18.5 mO- 
lion), said she is now strug- 
gling with the same problems 
that affect most of China's 
other state industry: Over- 
production. 

“We could produce 1.5 bil- 
lion condoms per year if we 
wanted, but the demand is 
not there” she said. “We 
have to explain this to the 


factories. ” 

Despite high worldwide 
demand far condoms because 
of tiie AIDS threat, Ms. Liu 
said there were no plans to 
turn China's condom-making 
machine towards export. 

“We have investigated 
whether there are export pos- 
sibilities, but so far, we ha- 
ven't seen any,” she said. 

Ms. Liu said she was now 
trying to put condoms on the 
shelves of department stores. 
An earlier experiment with 
vending machines- failed 
when the machines were van- 
dalised. 

“We are getting looser on 
condom distribution she 
said. “We stiff haven’t done 
enough to let people know 
how to get contraceptives” 






Anti-smoking campaign faces uphill battle in China 


By Kathy Chenault 

The Associated Press 


PEKING — A train traveler 
drew on a cigarette and 
added a pungent puff to the 
haze in a station waiting 
room amply marked with “no 
smoking” signs. 

When one of the signs was 
pointed out to him, be 
smiled , shrugged and went on 


smoking. 

So much for China’s new 
anti-smoking campaign. 

China has an estimated 300 
million smokers among its 1 
billion people. The country 
produces 310 billion 
cigarettes a year. Both num - 
\bers are higher than those for 
any other country in the 
world. 

Sixty per cent of men 


smoke, as well as many- 
women and teenagers. In the 
tobacco belt on Yunnan pro- 
vince, southwestern China, 
some children start smoking 
at 6 or 7. 

The Chinese Smoking and 
Health Association, a private 
group started in 1990, is 
trying to change that. It is 
made up largely of health 
professionals familiar with 


Western studies on the risks 
of smoking , but has only five 
staff members and no legisla- 
tive dout. 

Du Shaoyong, the group's 
deputy secretary-general and 
the editor of a health journal , 
expects a long struggle. 

“This is a traditional prob- 
lem that can be solved only 
with persistence and a large 
amount of work, ” she said in 


WEEKEND CROSS WORD 


DOUBLES 
By Isaac Miller 


1 Rock growth 

35 Lecher 

65 Revenge 

102 Help 

5 Skier's transport 

38 La Scab offering 

69 Rickies riposr. 

105 Tua 

9 HawThotna's 

40 Liberty — 

73 Caine rata 

107 Resusdbrtlon 

both place 

41 Wading tends 

74 Greenery 

method 

w Microwave 

43 Jncflrec! 

79 Demi or Dudley 

110 Dmk 

IB Opposed 

confrontation 

B0 Pitcher 

114 Incensed 

19 Hawaiian port 

47 Punch 

81 Experbnent 

115 Present occasion 

20 Vferant 

50 Anhlebonee 

B4 Actress Nazbnova 

116 Comprehensive 

21 Symbol over a 

61 Moran or Gray 

85 Shortly 

trip 

vowel 

53 Entered 

88 Nervous quhrwr 

118 Jason's craft 

22 WBn cubes 

54 Fsbncated 

88 Motto or Magnanl 

119 Wimbledon great 

23 Discern 

55 Employed 

89 Palm layer 

120 French resort 

24 Shinbone 

56 exclusions in 

90 Encountered 

121 Brainstorm 

25 Borders 

musk: 

91 Together 

122 Actor James 

26 G* 

58 Haberdashery 

93 From where 

123 Norm Sea feeder 

28 Frank 

purchase 

95 Jacob — . 

124 Aflance 

30 She* rig 

59 Dpen-facad pie 

Mora* 

acronym 

33 Red or bwh 

60 Madrid mods 

95 Hades 

125 Hermit's 

34 Moves with Htte 

62 Saw 

98 Dutch painter 

hut 


DOWN 

1 Servant 

2 Story starter 

3 Plan] supporter 

4 Together 

5 Possessive 
eroghtcfub 

7 Peak 

8 Singer Acuff 

9 Rl up 
ID Ananyin 

>1 Cuba — {rum 

drink) 

12 A Peron 

13 Camhora s 
craving 

14 Trying onponence 

15 Gammer's desti- 
nation. briefly 

IB Turn inside out 
17 Egg containers 
21 Look' 

27 Hard to told 
2B Quean of ms 
gods 


29 Pactflc 

31 Plant peal 

32 Actress Daws 
35 Become alert 

38 HumfleM 

37 Mah-jongg pieces 

39 Asst 

40 ever so 
hum Ha..." 

42 Cosine's 

mtinraol 

44 Uphot3tery fabnc 

45 Last of the aeries 
48 Reddy or Keller 
47 Bop 

40 Woodworker's 
tod 

«WM Street 
pessimist 

52 American Beauty 
54 Woody 5 lady 
57 Or&nge-yeltow 
59 Cop' a — 

6i Saga 


63 "How — love 
thee?" 

64 Rule: vw. 

66 Deviated from 
course 

07 Varnish Ingredient 
66 Verve 

69 Muslim leader 

70 Zilch 

71 Chimney 
sweepings 

72 vase 

75 Summit meeting 
description 

75 Isolated 
77 Canded 

76 Consumed 
80 Whtte-taned 

birds 

52 Animal farm 
83 — Bme (early 
enough) 

88 Contamina te 
87 Gr totter 


91 Instruction to a 
backscratcher? 

92 St Louis 
landmark 

94 CNn. dynasty 

95 John or To» 

97 "Scarlett." lor 

one 

99 Post o! propriety 

100 Ephton end 
Bayes 

101 Urbane 

102 Get — on) 

103 MtcMgsn aty 

104 Ticket 
106 Bucolc 

108 Wallet Items 

109 "A —'ctock 
scholar- 

111 One's friend 

112 Zounds) 

113 Puts on 

116 Twitch 

117 Pindaric 



an interview. 

Village education is at the 
heart of the association's 
programme. Elders are urged 
to set an example by kicking 
the nicotine habit , and. 
schoolchildren are told to 
take the message home to. 
their parents. -■» 

After a year's work in two 
rural counties in the northern 
province of Shanxi, Ms. Du 
said, the number of smokers 
fell by nine per amt in one 
county and 15 per cent in the 
other. China, has 1,936 coun- 
ties. 

Her association also is up 
against a powerful state 
tobacco industry that earned 
the central government $5J2 
billion last year. The Health 
Ministry lends only token 
support to anti-smoking 
efforts and officials refused to 


be interviewed on the sub- 
ject. 

It was encouraging when 
87-year-old senior leader 
Deng Xiaoping, a chain 
smoker for years, stopped 
smoking in 1989. His daugh- 
ter, Deng Lin, said he quit 
for health reason. Neverthe- 
less, television often shows 
other officials smoking dur- 
ing meetings. 

A ban on billboard adver- 
tising for cigarettes is widely 
ignored. Anti-smoking signs 
have gone up in airports,, 
theatres and other public- 
places, but smokers ignore 
them, and there is no effort at 
enforcement. 


“It's just propaganda,” 
said a railroad employee in 
the train station. A passing 
co-worker in uniform waved 


with a hand holding a lighted 
cigarette. 

A tobacco-marketing law 
that took effect on Jan. 1 
indudes some anti-smoking 
provisions, but most are., 
vague and say nothing about 
enforcement. 

Two of the provisions, " 
which have had little effect, 
forbid smoking by schoolchil- 
dren and recommend that the 
tar content of cigarettes be 
lowered to 15 nrilEgrammes, rib- 
out half the current level. 

Cigarette packages now 
cany the warning “cigarette 
smoking is harmful to 
health,” but is is written in 
small print 

Ms. Du's association has 
obtained some support from 
the World Health Organisa- 
tion, winch spent $100,000 
last year op anti-smoking 


education in China. 

Dr. Bill Kean , the U.N. 
agency's Peking representa- 
tive, said it is difficult to curb 
smoking in developing court- 
^ fries such as China 1 because 
" the main health emphases is 
xm fighting contagions dis- 
yfases. Many people know no- 
thing about lung cancer or 
emphysema. 

“You put it in simplistic 
terms and say , * smoking will 
make you -sick,™, be said. 
“Then the reaction is, * but 
Tm not sick , so what’s the 
problem?’” p 

Gao Yueping, a cigarette 
vendor , is not worried about 
her future. 

“People know it is no good 
for their health, but you can- 
not force them to quit,” she 
said. 
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Famed baby expert, Dr.Spock, 


ss 




changes views on child rearing 




By David Beard 

The Associated Press 


W Week's Cryptograms 


1. Panama trial lawyer, weary from it all. runs away to join circus as a 
Juggler. It'a tragic! 

2. Hope oo m ea when As pale candlelight u a troubled tanners pad b e co mes * 
a bright glow! 

3. Regrettably, the playful dolphin cannot com pr ehend the basic rales of a 
homer's game. 

4e Alter dfiHcifliu repeat of lingoini amd sauce, Luigi chfMM le mo n 
meringue pie for hla dessert. 


Diagramless 17 a 17, By Don Johnson 


CRYPTOGRAMS 


ACROSS 
1 Talk about trivial 
matters 
4 Wat 
a Bulls sp. 

10 "Dlw — " 

11 Attempt to 
popularize 

13 Maxinun 

14 Identifying symbol 

16 Bora 

17 bnptarea 

15 Textfle fiber 


20 Man of vision 

21 Mining cars 

22 Song ord 

25 Opponents of 
Dfmts. 

26 Land of the Incas 

27 Bends over 

30 Ana am 

31 FRs 

32 bimtant flrndy 
34 N. Max. art 

colony 


38 Certain voter 

39 NobeUst Wiesel 

40 Rs pieces 

42 Greek peak 

43 Sea eagle 

44 Wipes out 

46 Poet 

47 Busy as — 

48 Pioneers 

50 Wetcotite 

51 Singer Johnny 
54 Beginning 


55 Carolna raHs 

56 Upon 

57 Create great 
trouble 

60 "The — Love" 

61 Open-ioed 


1. UNHOLY ALACK 8KIRKS ISHXZKH 


OSINKSPXC YHWESKEIMLHW AN Z1NLWE 


62 BUnprint 

63 Gets dose 
MWttwed 
65 German 

river 


“LUUHSIC PLKWB" PBS “LUUHSMIC” 
PSLKwr —By Annite*® Shank* 


TORTOLA, British Virgin 
Islands — At 88, America's 
top baby doctor gets in his 
daily swim and has plenty of 
snorkeling gear for visitors. 
On land. Dr. Benjamin 
Spock is working on. a new 
book and becoming increas- 
ing moralistic about child- 
rearing. 

* Tm ready " Dr. Spock yel- 
led to his wife , Mary Morgan, 


land. He reluctantly moved 
onshore for health reasons, 
but be spends much of bis 
time on his shaded seaside 
deck or at a writing desk 
facing the water. 




T feel like all my life has 
been on the sea, ” Dr. Spock 


said, easing Iris tall , thin 
frame into ' a deck chair. 

Dr. Spock , author of Dr. 


Spock’s Baby And Child 
Care and a longtime peace 


who already was knee-deep 
in the anna waters outside 


2. POSH UNSSNOCCHGJ WJKOCHZ MXH 


DOWN 

1 Salesman's 
wares 

2 Weapon: Fr. 

3 Period of 
prosperity 

4 Rwand-ten 

5 Met me day 

6 Certain stroke m 
Hoards 

7 One ol the 
Fondas 

6 Lazy Susans 


11 Baby Ouggns 
ttCupfo 

14 Attn opening 

15 Tool sets 

17 Bishop 

18 Situated on the 
Hde 

21 Jogs 

22 Genuine 

23 Gaelic 


24 Ely or Howard 
28 Adjusts 


28 Vegetable 

29 Some 


33 Dogma 
35 Evergreen 

37 Ruler of yore 

38 Condition: euH. 
41 Wind dir. 

45 Lob or mob and 


47 Molding edge 

49 Meadows 

50 Aims 

51 Bivouacs 

52 of Two 
Cites" 

53 Detecting 
device 

55 War 

mementoes 

58 Snick or — 

59 Dutch cheese 


ANGIGHM. MXHS WJNSNGSUHZ NGJ 
AKS1GBM MN AH KC CUJGLWMONGC EC OH 
PKC CGLWMGNGC. — By Rfe* Ssforto 

3. YGP BUOYJMGASGU BE PUHAHYB SHE 


MCBGYJE; “Oil HE MHYG OYJ J O Y J I GI” 


—By Eugene T. Maleaka 

4. NEON LBHAB BT OKLOST CYMP YANKS 
TRICKY RT TRICKS C Y MP Y AN. — By EdHnldleeon 
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mr.v.tiin riunrc Rnnnn’inn 
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SOLUTIONS OF 
LAST WEEK'S PUZZLE 
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in the aqua waters outside 
their bayside condominium 
one sunny Saturday after- 
noon, feeding bread to a pet 
grouper. 

Dr. Spock splashed into 
the Caribbean, adjusted his 
face mask, then began swim- 
ming towards his 35-foot (11- 
metre) sloop , The Carapace , 
anchored about 60 metres 
offshore. He swam a lap 
around the boat and slapped 
towards shore. 

Dr. Spock has appreciated 
the sea since bis youth in 
Connecticut White at Yale, 
he won a spot on the U.S. 
crew team, taking a gold 
medal at the 1924 Olympics 
in Paris. 

From his retirement in 
1967 until last year, be lived 
on sailboats near Camden, 
Maine, and off this sparsely 
populated British Virgin Is- 


Care and a longtime peace 
activist, said he first came to 
the Virgin Islands after a 
speaking engagement in 
Puerto Rico. 

But he doesn't spend all his 
time looking. 

He rose this Saturday be- 
fore 6 a.m., accompanying 
his wife to market for nosh 
vegetable before returning to 
work on his book. IBs wife 
has bim on following a mac- 
robiotic diet as well as doing 
regular exercises and medita- 
tion, all intended “to keep 
Ben around .here a lot 
longer. " 

‘I’ve lost my beer belly 
and haven't been sick ai day 
since I started, in Septem- 
ber, ” Dr. Spock said. 

Since then, he’s done a 
publicity tour to. promote the 
sixth revised edition of. Baby 
And Child Care, published 
last month; renewed work on 
bis next book , “A Better 
World For Our Children, and 
been host to a screenwriter 
after Disney signed an option 


to make a movie of his life. 

He says he is growing in- 
creasingly moralistic about 
child-rearing, urging parents 
not to show hesitancy to their 
children about bedtime or 
other home rules. He be- 
lieves parents should culti- 
vate their children % desire to 
be helpful, and push them 
not to compete but to serve 
as tutors , counsellors or other 
volunteers. 

Dr. Spock emphasised the 
role parents must play in 
giving their children strong 
values. ‘Tve come to the 
realisation that a lot of our 
problems are because of a 
dearth of spiritual values, "he 
said. 

On practical matters, he 
imposes disposable diapers 
(bad for the environment). 
Little League (too competi- 
tive), sunbathing, infant wal- 
kers and sugar-coated cereal. 

Dr. Spock sees his life in 
three phases: The struggling 
pediatrician, the successful 
author and medical resear- 
cher, and the peacenik, anti- 
nuclear activist and presiden- 
tial candidate . 

_ With a then-rare combina- 
tion of pediatric and psycho- 
logical training, he entered 
practice during the great de- 
pression, and said it took him 
three years to earn enough to 
pay his rent. Struggling to 
reconcile Freudian psycholo - 
gy with what mothers told 


him about their babies, he *' 
spent three years writing 


iby And Child Care. 
The book was a hupt 


The book was a huge suc- 
cess when published in 1946. 
It since has sold 40 millio n 
paperback copies and has 
been translated into 39 lan- 
guages, according to the pub- 


“ Without that book,” Dr. 
Spock acknowledged, *Td 
have had to have wroked as a 
practitioner until I died." 

Instead, he developed 
theories on thumb-sucking, 
toilet training, punishment 
and discipline. After retiring 
in 1967, ne gave 800 college 
lectures in the next eight 
years, mostly against . the 
Vietnam War and. military 
spending. 

In the latest edhfon-of.the 
book , be and co-author 


rents to vote to supportuct- 
ter health care and education 
in a world of discrimination 
and homelessness. 

“People have said, ‘you've 
tamed your back on pediat- 
rics. ’ I said. Wo . It took me 
until I was in my 60s to realise 
that policies was a part of 


pediatrics, ” Dr. Snack said 
I get very- discouraged 
sometimes, but l was brought 
up in such a way that the 
more alarming the situation 
is, the more I have to get 
working." 
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Jordan rejects foreign role in shrines 


‘Right of return is negotiable’ Arafat says PLO did well 
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(Continued from page 1) 

liberate Kuwait. 

Shortly after the Saudi 
annanncenient of King Fahd’s 
contribution of $10 million. His 
Majesty King Hussein, whose 
government remains responsible 
for the maintenance and upkeep 
of the holy shrines in the oceu- 

nuH Hnlv n+v u!H k. 


donating S82S million of his pri- 
vate funds to repair the seventh 
century mosques. 

Saudi Arabia said Monday 
King Fahd’s donation did not 
have any political motive but 
represented a religious action. 
Saudi Arabia “has and still 
undertakes such a solemn Islamic 
action out of its conviction to 
please God.” said acting In- 
formation Minister Darwish 
KayyaL 

Mr. Sharif said the Saudi 
announcement of King Fabd’s 
donation came as a surprise to 
Jordan since it was agreed by an 
April 28 meeting of the Arab 
League Council that an Arab 
panel would look into the affairs 
of the holy sites and report to the 
council by the end of this month. 

Mr. Sharif said while Jordan 
appreciates the Saudi donation it 
also Remains firm in its rejection 
of the involvement of the UN- 
ESCO or any other international 
organisation in the affeirs of the 
Islamic holy shrines in Jerusalem 
since “any such involvement will 
open the door for the interna- 
tionalisation of not only Islamic 
issues but the Holy City itself." 

“We do not and will not accept 
any internationalisation of Jeru- 
salem or its Islamic holy rites,” he 
added. “Nor do we accept any 
attempt to circumvent Jordan’s 


role. 

“All such attempts will not give 
those trying to do so a role in 
Jerusalem. On the contrary it will 
weaken Jordan's role and open a 
crack for Israel to have a say in 
these sites.” 

Mr. Sharif referred to the con- 
tinued Jordanian engagement in 
the restoration of holy rites in 
Jerusalem through the Ministry 

— t A C i t l _ • _ a rr ■ j 


particularly the Committee for 
the ; Restoration of Aqsa and 
Dome of the Rode Mosques and 
said these were the legitimate 
channels for anyone concerned 
over the state of the holy shrines. 

Mr. Sharif, obviously in a bid 
to strike a conciliatory but firm 
note, said King Hussein’s person- 
al gesture was very much in line 
with the Kingdom’s Arab-and 
Islamic-recognised role as custo- 
dian of the Islamic shrines not 
only in Jerusalem bat also else- 
where in the Israeli-occupied ter- 
ritories. 

“Since 1948 Jordan has main- 
tained its role, which was further 
consolidated with a 1954 law.” 
which established the Ministry of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs with 
particular attention to the Dome 
of the Rock and A1 Aqsa mos- 
ques, the minister pointed out. 
adding that the Kingdom con- 
tinued to support the shrines with 
regular budget allocations even 
after its legal and administrative 
disengagement with the West 
Bank in July 1988. 

According to government fi- 
gures. Jordan spent JD 164' mil- 
lion on holy sites in Palestine 
since 1948, including the costs of 
periodic repairs and salaries of 
civil servants working for them. 

“It has been a commitment and 
role that Jordan faithfully per- 


formed without asking anyone for 
help or receiving any help from 
anyone," Mr. Sharif said. 

Jordan’s agreement to the in- 
clusion of the Dome of the Rock 
and A1 Aqsa mosques in a UN- 
ESCO list of “historic rites under 
peril” several years ago was moti- 
vated by concern over the prac- 
tices of the Israeli occupation 
authorities against Islamic holy 
rites and did in no way imply any 
shifting of responsibility, the 
minister said- 

Jordan has sent a message to 
the secretary-general of the Paris- 
based UNESCO explaining the 
Kingdom’s position and asking 
the organisation that any action 
in this regard be taken through 
the Jordanian committee (see 
separate story). 

The Foreign Ministry also sum- 
moned the heads of missions of 
all Arabs countries, including the 
Saudi charge d'affaires, this week 
to present the Jordanian view- 
point 

In reply to a question. Mr. 
Sharif said a message of thanks 
sent by Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Yasser Ara- 
fat to King Fahd did not imply 
any PLO-Jordan differences over 
the issue. 

“The message, as I understand 
it, expressed the Palestinians' 
gratitude and appreciation of the 
Saudi contribution, but did not 
endorse the manner in which it 
was made,” Mr. Sharif said. 

Saudi newspapers had splashed 
the news of Mr. Arafat’s message 
to King Fahd, implying that the 
Palestinians were rallying behind 
Saudi Arabia in what many news- 
papers and news agencies de- 
scribe a “tussle” between King 
Hussein and the Saudi monarch 
over the holy shrines. 


Jordan explains stand to UNESCO 
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(Continued from page 1) 

there are a number of facts that 
are to be brought to your atten- 
tion in this regard,” said Mr. 
Hindawt in his message. 

He said that the Dome of the 
Rock and the A1 Aqsa Mosque 
are considered Arab, Islamic and 
human heritage that has been 
cared for by Jordan through a 
special committee formed in 1954 
which has been handling its task 
in.- accordance with Jordanian 
j^ws^and regulations, Ibis’, com- 
mittee has been under thedirect 
oontxpr and -supervision jgy the 
Jordanian minis ter of Awqaf and - 
Is l a m ic affairs in his capacity as 
the committee chairman and that 
the Awqaf Council in Jerusalem 
has been acting as an arm of the 
Jordanian Ministry of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs, carrying out the 


committee's task of maintenance 
and restoration of holy places in 
Jerusalem, added the minister. 

In manifestation of his commit- 
ment to and concern over the 
holy places and the danger thre- 
atening their structure. His 
Majesty King Hussein has allo- 
cated $8,249,000 as a personal 
donation in his name and on 
behalf of the Hashemite family, 
which has been upholding its 
historic and legal responsibilities 
towards safeguarding this great 
heritage, the message noted. It 
■ said. that the Ministry of_ Awqaf. 
and Islamic Affairs in Amman 
has been annually allocating 
funds in its budget towards the 
upkeep of Haiam A1 Sharif. 

The Jordanian government, 
acting from its legal and historic 
responsibilities towards the Isla- 
mic holy places in Jerusalem, 
hopes that UNESCO’s concern in 


this matter remains within the 
framework of the organisation’s 
charter which provides for pro- 
tecting world heritage with a view 
to upholding the principles of 
human understanding without in- 
fringing on this concept, said the 
message. 

The message also said that Jor- 
dan hopes that UNESCO's en- 
deavours would not allow other 
parties to try to achieve political 
ends in violation of UNESCO’s 
noble principles. 

It said: “The Jordanian govern- 
; ment. being legally .responsible 
for the holy places nv Jerusalem, 
(believes) any idcas J w plans, pro- 
jects. acts or initiatives related to 
these holy places should be con- 
ducted through the Jordanian 
government and its relevant re- 
sponsible agencies which serv£ as 
the sole authority for conducting 
such activities.” 


Israel kicks off election race 


ario\ 


(Combined from page 1) 

media not to jeopardise the effort 
by publicising it. Labour’s Avig- 
dor Kahalani accuse d him of “us- 
ing the lives of those Jews still 
living in Yemen for his own poli- 
tical' purposes.” 

Mr. Sharon insisted he said 
nothing beyond what had already 
been reported in the media. He 
issued a statement saying, “the 
two leftists acted totally irres- 
ponsibly by drawing nnneeded 
attention to the issue when in fact 
nothing new had been said.” 
“Such a revelation is an unpre- 
cedented, irresponsible act which 
could endanger the entire effort 
and the last remnants of the 
Yemeni Jewish community,” said 


Mr. Sarid. 

“Ariel Sharon put political, 
party needs above saving lives on 
the eve of elections.” he told 
Israel Radio. 

The Sunday Times of London 
reported in February that Israel 
planned a secret military opera- 
tion to airlift hundreds of trapped 
Jews out of Yemen. Israeli offi- 
cials declined comment at the 
time. 

Israel's biggest newspaper 
Yedioth Ahronoth in an editorial 
called Mr. Sharon, a former de- 
fence minister, irresponsible. 
Senior security officials recently 
asked the media not to report on 
Israeli efforts for the Yemeni 
Jews. 

A militant founder of the Jew- 


ish settler movement in the occu- 
pied West Bank who killed an 
innocent Palestinian has entered 
the election campaign. 

Rabbi Moshe Levinger, 56, 
said his “Torah and Land,” party 
would stand for the election vow- 
ing to hold on to the occupied 
Arab territories and crush the 
Palestinian revolt. 

A court jailed Levinger for 10 
weeks last year for shooting dead 
a Palestinian bystander after 
being stoned in the West Bank 
city of Hebron. Like many set- 
tiers, he carries a pistol. 

Palestinians, whom be has cal- 
led ‘dogs,” consider Levinger 
provocative. 


(Continued from page 1) 

peace talks. Washington said the 
negotiations would be based on 
U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tions 242 and 338. 

But in response to a question. 
Mr. Musa said he did not believe 
the U.S. was retreating from its 
earlier position. 

“Of course they (242 and 338) 
are resolutions that deal with the 
settlement of the issue but when 
we come to details or the diffe- 
rent components of the problem 
like refugees etc ... there are 
rules, there are certain principles, 
there are certain resolutions that 
have to be dealt with but all of 
them within the framework of 
negotiations.” he said. 


End in sight 
for Thai crisis 

(Continued from page 1) 

Mr. Sudrinda, the former milit- 
ary chief who led a coup last year, 
has been under growing pressure 
to quit from many quarters, in- 
cluding university students and 
professors, shopkeepers and pro- 
fessionals. The United States and 
other nations also condemned the 
government crackdown on pro- 
democracy protesters. 

Army-run Channel 9 television 
said the talks were arranged by 
former Prime Minister Prem Tm- 
sulanonda, who serves on the 
privy council, which advises the 
king. 

Bangkok was swirling with 
rumours that troops loyal to Mr. 
Prem, who was prime minister in 
1980-88, had clashed with Mr. 
Suchinda’s forces or were mar- 
ching on the capital from the 
north. Reporters on the northern 
approaches to the city saw milit- 
ary roadblocks but no major troop 
movements- or fighting. 

Thousands of protesters vent- 
ing their rage at the government 
rampaged along Rajdamenem 
Avenue, setting flower plants and 
trucks afire. They feld when sol- 
diers advanced and shots were 
fired. 

Mr. Suchinda announced the 
official death toll during a televi- 
sion broadcast earlier in the day. 
But numerous unconfirmed re- 
ports put the toll much higher 
than 40. 

“The government must take 
drastic measures with the inten- 1 
cion to prevent the situation from 
damaging our loving country," 
said Suchinda, looking somber 
and drawn, said in his national 
television broadcast. 

A few hours later, police* 
Ordered a 9 p.m.-4 a.m. curfew 
and shut down three newsp a per 
that had been strongly critical of 
the government, the English- 
language Nation and two Thai- 
language papers. 

Before the talks were 
announced, two members of the 
royal family appeared on televi- 
sion for the first time since the 
violence began. 

“We all want the same thing, 
which is democracy," Crown 
Princess Sirindhom said, appeal- 
ing for an end to the strife but 
refraining from taking sides. 

Later, Crown Prince Vajfra- 
longkom, heir to the throne, 
said: “The flow of blood from the 
killing and violence will result in 
the loss of everything for Thai- 
land.” 

The capital remained virtually 
shut down and there was anger in 
the streets over the military’s six 
decades of dominating politics 
and the use of force against de- 
monstrators. Anti-government 
rallies were reported in 13 pro- 
vinces. 


Mr. Evans said he hoped all 
countries in the Middle East 
would join a new treaty banning 
chemical weapons as part of 
efforts to dismantle weapons of 
mass destruction from the region. 

Australia is a major force be- 
hind talks On the treaty currently 
held in Geneva and Mr. Evans 
said he hoped negotiations would 
come to a positive end within 
three months. 


(Continued from page 1) 

of each other, to explain their 
point of view about different 
issues,” Ahmad Abu Ala, super- 
visor of the Palestinian delega- 
tion, told a news conference. 

Representatives of 37 delega- 
tions discussed pollution, sewage 
and waste management, and pro- 
tection of wildlife, and agreed to 
hold additional talks in the early 
fall in the Hague. 


Mr. Abu Ala. who heads the 
PLO's Economic Affairs and 
Planning Department, said his 
organisation would maintain its 
commitment to the Middle East 
peace process through negotia- 
tions. 

But he said he would not ex- 
pect any quick consensus on en- 
vironmental issues based on the 
latest meeting, part of the U.S.- 
sponsored Middle East peace 


effort launched in Madrid in 
October. 

“All parties should take care of 
the Palestinians. When we speak 
about environment, our problem 
is not sewage and garbage. Our 
problem is land and control of 
land and natural resources." Ala 
said. 

Japan was given chairmanship 
of the environment committee, 
one of the five working groups. 
The other groups deal with arms 
control, water, refugees and eco- 
nomic cooperation. 
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UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS 
CROWN PRINCE AL - HASS AN 

Comcent Trading and Contracting Company 
invites you to celebrate their 20th anniversary 
by attending the 

SPECIAL COMPUTER EXIBITION 

on 20,21,22 May, 1992 
at the Intercontinental Hotel (Badia Hall) 
from 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. and 4 p.m. - 10 p.m. 


open for the public 


/MiTAC 


-=£Ca!Comp CaHOH 


A locfcfwed Company 



Qomcemt Trading and Contracting Co. 3rd. circle. Prince Mohammad SL Phone 644246/7 




THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWWS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 



The first A best 
■ Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

IstCjrcte. JatelAmmi, near 
Ahfyyah Gif/s School ■ 


T 771 • f i / 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
■ p.m. 
6:30-Midnight 

TeL$ 3$969 



CROWN 

INT’L EST. 
Packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

Air. Sea and Land 




JOM&AN MARKET PLACE 



feL MO OTS, 818609, 
■■■Fax: 810520. 


s 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo _ 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barfaequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

< 6:30 - Midnight . 


STUDIO HAIG 

\ 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servich 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 


JUMBO photo 

« 30 % law 


From mn Imrgm- 
m t 20 x 30 on 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 



Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 


T«L-tt1*22, Airman 



LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALLSOHA 

AT 





Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette iff every 
room...! 


IIAIMITEIi 


Amman -Tel. 660193 . 
PO. Box 9403 -Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAR07L JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


ATLAS TRAVEL & 
TOURIST AGENCY 


SPECIALIZED IN: 

TRAVEL -TOURISM 
PACKING -CARGO 



[ij 

I'i&r 


AQABA 

CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 
I2m-15M&lS-J0-23t30 

Tel: 03-314415 



YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAN.- 

■6 Kais Diyclean, 1 Hr. Service 

* Shoes repair * Engraving 

* Keys Service 

wUpholstry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches at YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821656, Fax 
828163 


International Cuisine 
Spanish Specialities 

Open Lunch & Dinner 

For Rfivn Jtion: Jebrl Amman 
Third Circle Tel. 01 W ■ 6I50OI 


OPEN DAILY FOfl 
LUNCH & DINNER 
Serves A Variety American Food 

Enjoy our Frc*h Ddwious 
Take Away is Available ! \ 

For Reservation .Please 

' Call 678600 V 



MOTEL 

ferusaZem 

|MTEBn*TIONAL 


Dine & Dance 
Nightly to Live 
Entertainment 
Variety of 

Music 


[BELLY DANCING 


Res:665121 


m 
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Jordan Rally begins today 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The Roman 
amphithetare in downtown Am- 
man Thureay will witness the start 
of the 1992 Jordan Internationa] 
Rally in which 40 participants and 
their co-drivers will compete over 
two days in the second round of 
the Middle East Rally Cham- 
. pionship. 

Twenty-four competitors are 
representing Jordan, including 
two women's teams, Crews repre- 
senting Cyprus, Lebanon, Qatar, 
Syria, Saudi Arabia, Czechoslo- 
vakia, and the United Arab Emi- 
rates, had all arrived in Amman 
by Tuesday and had training ses- 
sions on the special stages, which 
this year, will all be on desert 
.grave! roads. 

The 40 participating cars have 
been grouped into two groups, 

' depending on their homologa- 
tion and cubic capacity. The re- 
sults of groups A and N qualify 
for the Middle East Rally Cham- 
pionship, while the results of 
Groups A and S are eligible for 
the Jordan Drivers Open Cham- 
pionship. 

The rally, organised by the 
Royal Automobile Club of Jor- 
dan (RACJ). under the patron- 
age of His Royal Highness Prince 
Faisal Ibn Ai Hussein, will be 
attended by the newly elected 
president of the International 
Motor Sports Federation 
(FISA),, Max Mosley. 

Rally officials are encouraged 
with the number of participants, 
epsecially that there are 23 cars in 
groups A and S. 


“With the number of rally com- 
petitors down throughout the 
world; the entry list in the Jordan 
Rally is quite good, and there are 
many international and experi- 
enced drivers taking part,” senior 
press officer Steve Fellows told 
the Jordan Tunes. 

Mr. Fellows, a rally coverage 
specialist from Britain and has 
been coming to the Jordan Rally 
for several years, said he was very 
much impressed with the overall 
organisation and the facilities 
provided. 

“I have been coming to this 
rally since 1983. However, I think 
this year is the best Everyone has 
done a good job,” 

According to Mr. Fellows there 
are 150 officials. 14 of which 
come from Cyprus. A radio net- 
work will cover the entire course 
of the rally, which has 21 special 
stages and will be 975 kilometres 
long. 

Hasan Ala’eddin, a member of 
the organising committee, said in 
a statement to the Jordan Times: 
“We hope all goes well. A lot of 
effort has been made to ensure 
the rally’s success. So far every- 
thing has gone smoothly, and we 
are very happy with the number 
of participants.” 

In interviews with the Jordan 
limes, many participants agreed 
that this year’s rally will be tough 
and very competitive, especially 
with the participation of well 
known favourites Abbas Musawi 
of Qatar, Mamdouh Khayyat of 
Saudi Arabia, Maurice Sahnawi 
of Lebanon, and Dimitri os Mav- 
ropoulos of Cyprus, in addition to 
many top Jordanian competitors 






Mqjdi AI Jallad 


Mamduh AI Khayyat 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HiHSCH 
OlWl Titouna Modi me 


MINE THE TRICK-LODE 


Both vulnerable. West deals. 
NORTH 
* A 83 
7 J 10 9 7 
<•542 
4 7 5 2 

WEST EAST 

♦ 4 * 7 8 

9 A K Q 6 3 9 8 5 4 2 

0 J 8 7 3 0 K Q 10 

4 K 10 4 4 J 9 8 6 

SOUTH 

4KQJ10 952 
9 Void 
O A 9 6 
4 A Q 3 
The bidding: 

West North East South 

1 9 Pass 2 9 4 * 

Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: King of 9 
It is surprising where you can find 
a source of tricks. To paraphrase a 
popular song, South, declarer at 
four spades, went looking for tricks 
in all the wrong places and suffered 
a one-trick defeat in a cold contract. 

With both the opponents active 
in the auction. South gave up all 
thoughts of slam despite having by 
far die best playing hand at the 
table. A famous player once said 
that never in his life had he put 
down a dummy with a near solid 
seven-card spade suit. South un- 
doubtedly subscribed to that view, 
so made a practical four-spade over- 
call rather than incur possible com- 


plications by starting with a takeout 
doable or a cue-bid. 

Declarer wasted no time in 
squandering dummy's hidden as- 
sets. After raffing the opening lead. 
South drew two rounds of tramps 
ending in dummy, then tried the 
chib finesse. When that lost, declar- 
er could not avoid conceding two 
tricks in each minor suit for down 
one. 

Declarer started out with nine 
sure tricks, anJ the 10th was in 
dummy just itching to be set up. It 
was overlooked because it was in the 
enemy suit! 

The contract cannot be defeated 
if tramps are 2-1. After raffing the 
first trick high, declarer should lead 
the king of spades and overtake with 
the ace. When both opponents fol- 
low, the contract is guaranteed. 


The jack of hearts is led from the 
table and, instead of rafting, declar- 
er discards a diamond. Suppose 
West shifts to that suit. Declarer 
wins, overtakes the five of tramps 
with the eight to lead the ten of 
hearts, discarding the remaining di- 
amond loser from the closed hand. 
Declarer can still get to the board by 
leading the deuce of tramps to the 
trey to discard a dub on the now- 
established nine of hearts, and can 
try for the overtrick by hooking the 
club. The finesse loses, bat 10 tricks 
are in the bank. 


SUMMER OF '92 
CPAWM HOTCI 


FUN 


THE LARGEST SHflVOMNS POOL IN JORDAN 

EBQ PARJWS. UVE BAND. SOCIAL ft SPORTS ACIMNS 


ADVENTURE 

GIANT WATER SIDES 


Exclusive. Excellent Service, Fair Prices 

GREAT POOD. SUV AND RJN FOR EVB&O ME 


72 DELUXE ROOMS AND 3 EXECUTIVE SUTIBS. CONFERENCE 
AND CELSRAITON HALTS. EXECUTIVE EAOUIB AND 
SERVICES 



CLUB HSOX/CROWN HOTEL TV ft RADIO STATION RD TR-7S878) 


like Naser Bustami, Marwan Abu 
Hamad, Remon Fleifel, Ma'rouf 
Abu Samra and others. 

Jordanian competitors, 
although some now being partly 
helped out by sponsors to cover 
their rally expenses, concluded 
that lack of proper sponsorship 
hinders any further progress or 
achievement of better results. 

Jordan's Bishara Quz’or and 
co-driver Khakd Abu Ghazaleh 
will be competing in a Datsun 160 
J SSS. “There’s a need for a 
complete maintenance team to 
accompany any competitor if one 
would like to achieve the best 
results. This, of course, is lacking 
with Jordanian drivers because it 
needs funds. Nevertheless, we 
hope to achieve the best results,” 
Quz’or and Abu Ghazaleh said. 

Jordan’s Marwan Abu Hamad 
with co-driver Khaled Zakarya in 
a Toyota Celica GT, have formed 
the Petra Rally team and have 
already participated in the Qatar 
Rally. They plan to compete in all 
rounds of the Middle East Rally 
Championship. Abu Hamad said: 
“We finished fourth in the Mid- 
dle East Championship last sea- 
son. We now aim at improving 
our standing.” 

Mamdouh AI Khayyat of Saudi 
Arabia, who finished second after. 
Saeed AI Hajiri in the Middle 
East Championship said: “I’m 
aiming at winning the Middle 
East title. The Jordan rally will 
prove to be a very interesting 
event, as there are nearly six 
drivers competing for first place, 
which has never really happened 
before. It all depends on the 
second day of competition.” 

Khayyat, in a Ford Sierra Cos- 
worth with co-driver David 
Nicholson, will be taking part in 
the rest of the Middle East rallies 
in Cyprus, Lebanon, Dubai and 
Oman. They also plan to take 
part in the Elpa Hflkidild Rally in 
Greece. 

Jordan's Majdi AI Jallad. in a 
Toyota Celica ST, finished fifth in 
the Jordan Drivers Open Cham- 
pionship last season said: “I ex- 
pect it will be a good rally, but I 
think the actual race for first 
place will be between the non- 
Jordanian competitors because 
they have the better cars.” 

Two Jordanian women's teams 
are also taking part, Randa AI 
Nabulsi, who was a competitor in 
1985 and 1986 has returned to the' 
rally scene with current co-driver 
Maha Kala’ji in a Toyota Corolla 
GT. They hope to finish the rally 
and have already set the record 
for nine sponsors, which is very 
encourging and unusual in the 
Jordanian auto sports scene, Na- 
jwa AI Hassan and Maisa AI 
Khayyat in an Opel Manta 2.0E 
will be the other ladies team. 

Hassan, who will be competing 


in her first international rally, 
seemed happy that there would 
be another women's team- in the 
rally. ‘Tm glad there will be. 
another ladies team, although I 
think Randa AI Nabulsi might 
have the advantage as she is more 
experienced. I hope we will finish 
the rally and show everyone that 
women's teams can successfully 
compete in this sport.” 

Qatar’s Abbas Musawi with 
co-driver Benny Smith in a 
Toyota Celica GT4 are represent- 
ing AI Shomoos Rally team and 
are favoured to win the Jordan 
Rally. Musawi said this rally was 
one of his favourites and he 
praised the overall organisation 
of the event. “The Jordan Rally is 
a pioneer among the Middle East 
rallies, with its meticulous orga- 
nisation, stages, and excellent 
administration. The experience 
of the organisers is really paying 
off." 



Abbas Musawi with co-driver Bernard Smith 


Musawi, who will be challeng- 
ing Khayyat for the Middle East 
Championship title, admitted 
that the type of car used has a 
considerable advantage to a com- 
petitor. He pointed out that 
Jordanian drivers have the skill, 
and ability to win but lacked 
financial assistance. 


In a press conference, Musawi 
commented on the level of Arab 
competitors compared to interna- 
tional drivers saying: “There’s no 
abundance of rallies to further 
enhance the Arab drivers' experi- 
ence. Nevertheless, I think we're 
doing OK although I think spon- 
sors should play a greater role, 
and the press can do a lot to 
attract and encourage potential 
sponsors.” 


Amman Marriott Hotel. 

The restart Friday will be at 7 
a.m. from the hotel towards the 
nineth special stage at Tnneib, 
which is a repeat of special stage 
1. Cars will then be heading to 
Swaqa and Hafira before 
reaching the 12th special stage at 
AI Hasa. Drivers will pass Jurf Al 
Darawish on the way to Fujeij 
before going on to the 14th spe- 
cial stage at Halasa and a re- 
grouping halt at the Petra Forum 
Hotel by noon. The restart will be 
at 2 p.m. when cars will drive to 
Beidha and take the reverse 
direction through Halasa, Fujeij, 
AI Hasa, Hafira. Swaqa, and 
Ttineib before completing the ral- 
ly at the Marriott Hotel Where the 
first car is due at 7:30 p.m. 


A well equipped press centre 
has been set up at the hotel to 
give first band information on the 
course of events. Many govern- 
ment institutions and private 
companies have cooperated to 
make the rally a success, They 
include the Customs Depart- 
ment, the Telecommunications 
Corporation, the CSvQ Defence 
Department, the Highway Patrol 
Department of the traffic police, 
and Royal Jordanian, in addition 
to sponsors such as IBM, Oltifax, 
C.A.T.S., Minolta, Nabresco, 
Jofico, Silk Cut, and the Mar- 
riott. 

Spectators are asked to keep 
far away from the course at spe- 
cial stages to ensure evyerone’s 
safety and get a better view. 


Musawi also said that he would 
support the idea that if any Mid- 
dle East Rally is considered to be 
part of the World Rally Cham- 
pionship, Jordan Rally would be 
a most suitable choice. 

Christos Kyriakides, general 
manager of the Cyprus. Auto 
Association (CAA) and clerk of 
the course of the Cyprus Rally, 
said Cypriot drivers had come 
with great expectations hoping to 
get tne best results. 

At 12 noon Thursday, the fiisi 
leg of the rally begin as competi- 
tors will set off feom the Roman 
Amphitheatre In Amman and 
drive south to Ttmeib near Queen 
Alia International Airport, then 
go further south to Swaqa and 
Subeiban near Qatraneh. They 
will then drive to Absa and Rabr 
ba near Karak before heading 
north to Madaba and Huwwara 
and onto the last special stage of 
the day at Tuneib. 

The first leg will be concluded 
by 7*30 p.m. when aO cars will 
return to rally headquarters at the 


Gascoigne scores 4 goals 


LONDON (R) — Paul Gascoigne scored four goals in a special 
match to demonstrate his fitness to officials from his future Italian 
club Lazio. The England midfielder scored all his side's goals as 
they beat a team of felfow Tottenham players. Lazio Managing 
Director Lionello Cel on. whose dub have still to finalise the £5.5 
million ($10.1 million) transfer after Gascoigne suffered a serious 
knee injury during the 1991 F.A. Cup final, said after the 
60-minute match: “I am very satisfied with Paul’s performance. 
. From what I can see it’s just a question of him getting physically 
fit for 90 minutes but he's still the player we knew. “In our 
opinion Gazza is the best player in the world, and we have got him 
for a bargain price.” 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY MAY 22, 1992 

By Thomas S. Pierson Astrologer. Carroll FUghter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: You 
are now able to work out any 
emotional or romantic problems 
with unusual ease, especially if you 
go out of your way to build-up tbe 
ego of your loved one. Handle 
others with care. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Considering tbe various dities you 
have is best organised and 
( arranged early in the day since 
later arguments and disputes are in 
the path of your plans. 


minded person of different views 
from yours suggests and don't 
argue with a public person. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Get right with whomever you 
have any outstanding accounts and 
don’t go off to that interesting new 
project till you have present mat- 
ters under control. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You certainly can persuade 
a usually difficult partner early to 
go along with' your views by using, 
much diplomacy but don't argue 


Your own business judgment &^'-*over specifics of such a plan, 
excellent in the morning and h can SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 


remain so if you do not commit 
yourself to some unnecessary 
heavy expense. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A 
confidential early talk with one 
who brings you considerable be- 
nefit but Later you get your hackles 
up unnecessary but don't argue. 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) A good friend is the best 
one to approach early for some 
assistance with a venture but don't 
let a secret worry keep you from 
long forward. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) A day 
to be most conscientious in what- 
ever is expected of yon where 
anything of a civic, credit or com- 
munity condition is required and 
avoid the purely personal. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) This is the day when you would 
be wise to consider what a practical 


December 21) Your steadfast 
attention to work early pays off big 
dividends in fine results but sides- 
tep a flighty associate who takes 
too much of your time. 
CAPRICORN: (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
The price of your pleasures should 
be carefully considered today and 
con c e ntra te upon them rather than 
making waves with associates over 
tasks to be done. 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) See that yon understand 
the material needs of your family 
early in the day and don’t yield to 
the desire to throw over everything 
for some temporary pleasure. 

PISCES: (February HI to March 
20) Deal early and in a down to 
earth manner with the goals of a 
correspondent who relies npcm you 
for answers and don’t let a family 
feud get you down. 


Peanuts 


Y0UK STUPIP P0G TOOK 
MY BLANKET AGAIN.' 
, HOW DO I GET IT BACK 
WITHOUT A BIG F1GUT ? 


TRY GIVING 
HIM A 
COOKIE.. 


that's a 

GOOD 
IDEA. 


iBUTWHAft HE DOING | 
HERE ANYWAY? WHY 
ID0E5NT HE STAY H0ME?| 



1 Ctoi HEAR. 
I YOU.. I THINK 
Itwe LINE HAS 
GONE DEAD.. 

V 



Andy Capp 



SHELL NEVER MCME UP ] 

IP NUM BER ONE , 
- THEREHS TOO MANY 1 
PISeONS IN THE 



Mutt‘n’Jeff 



FORECAST FOR THURSDAY MAY 21, 1992 

By Thomas 5. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
number of changes in personal or 
business relationships wifi require 
more detailed attention than you 
might think to be' necessary. 
Obscure factors require constant 
monitoring. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Whether at borne, on the road, at 
shops, offices or places of business 
you find you can get your work 
toad organised so it is much easier 
to do. 


your surroundings are -concerned 
so spruce up yourself so you feci 
good within. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Think about tbe many private 
ways you like to improve your 
charm and appearance and concen- 
trate upon utilizing them for (hat 
purpose today. 


SCORPIO: (October 23 toNouem- 
ber 21) The more exact you aqe in 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You can quickly make whatever 
arrangements you wish by which 
you can have a very good time at 
whatever recreations you enjoy 
with congenial companions. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Even while in the outside world 
consider what you can do to make 
your borne more comfortable and 
' the haven of rest that you would 
like it to be. 


stating to others just what jyou 
:its noes- 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
'July 21) Whatever you have in 
mind regarding finding the right 
word, phrase or paragraph to ex- 
press yourself should come to your 
lips, pen quickly now. 

1X0: (July 22 to August 21) A 
very good day to get into all 
statements and accounts and to 
find more efficient methods by 
which you will be able to handle, 
your finances. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You like perfections and espe- 
cially about yourself and where 


want and how you warn il 
sary to get anything like wbst tjwst 
animates your desires. . ' . 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 2 h. to 
December 21) You have a multi- 
tude of outside duties to get behind 
you and this is. the right day to 
concentrate upon dwm and gee the 
approval of those in power. ] 

CAPRICORN: (Dec. 22 to 3 an .20) 
You can make considerable prog- 
ress with new inspiration by con- 
sidering a0 the aspects of ho* to 
gain more data to prepare you tor a 
definite committment. ? 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Fefrni- 
ary 19) Think about the various 
promises you have made and etpe- 
tially those of a practical nature 
and you can get them done hi a 
highly satisfactory manner.. 

PISCES: (February 20 to M^rch 
20) You find that engaging in nuich 
conversation with a questioning 
associate that you can get that 
persons wholehearted backing by 
direct answers. 


THE BETTER HALF* 



‘Does garlic work on bill collectors or 
just vampires?” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME I 
la by Henri Arnold and BobJ^e ; 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


Ob, with him anything goes . 


SHURC 


JL 

— 


• MUPIO 



ur 



TERIAP 


:xn 


u 



SOME 50- CALLED 
“OPEN*' Ml NP5 
5HOULP BE CLOSES? 
FOR THIS- 


ENBAR 

N 




LL 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- ■ 
gested by the above cartoon. 


1 1 1 n 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: CHEEK AIDED 


(Answers tomorrow! 
TREMOR INTACT 


Answer That optimist married his secretary because he 
thought he'd be able to continue to do this — 
DICTATE TO HER 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Ready money 
S Assigned 

position 
9 Chaliapin, tor 


14 Legal doings 

15 Reliquary 

16 Edgar — Poe 

17 Fuel type 

18 Campus VIP 

19 Peruvian 


20 Peter Sellers 
flick 

23 Join at the attar 

24 Unused 

25 Group of things 
29 Hypocritical tafc 
31 Vehicle - 

34 Sits 

35 Nono 

36 Source oi poi 

37 Bing Crosby 
suggestion? 

40 (Anrig&iaf one 

41 Part of CCD 

42 Worker's reward 

43 Itch 

44 Gone sans 
permission 

45 worker with 
hides 

46 Comp, pt 

47 — Luis Obispo 
-48 Rupert Brooks 

work'. 

65 Usea razor 

56 Rimer's Made 

57 Go out 

59 Join in 
merrymaking 

60 Legal claim - 

61 Mmcfood 

62 Great feats 

63 Tar 

64 Augury 



AI Rajpns Rtoanas' 


DOWN 

1 Tam-o'-shanter 

2 Served a fast 
one 

3 Leading man 

4 Fedora and 
Homburg 

5 Priests 

6 Mountain nymph 


7 Read carefully 

8 Sharp taste 

S “Swan Lake" 

10 Permit 

11 European 

12 Ditto 

13 Stop — dims 
zr Avian sound 
22 Boredom ' 

26 Spread out 

26 Rut to Gretna 
Green 

27 Black and sttny 

28 Cake decorator 

29 Waterway 

30 Aid in 
wrongdoing 

31 Hui 

32 Came up . 

33 Certain Insect 

35 Beginner 

36 Comparison 

ward 

38 Ax wieider 

39 Cum — sans 

44 Show backers 

45 Natural abSfty 


Yesterday's Puzzle 'SolwiL 


sags nnenn nrarann 
SSHS gODE Hnanfi 
HESS nnrnra gnnon 
rcnnnr] 

nannnn no^s 
nnnJ Qnn nnnncrn 
nnoo nnrr-n 

raHHE Q ^ nn,:i nnnEn 
Sgnn QErin annera 
nnraDBm nniEni 

RKRSS HnnEnnupui 
RnRSH S^EE EBRO 
scion nnnn 
nninriE nrnnn remriB 


52 Overrule . 

53 Student- s chore- 

jewthattumo 54Paaft»sei 

55 Theater sign 

51 Samoan port - 
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EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 

One Sterling 1.8338/48 U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 1.1950/55 Canadian dollar 


One ounce of gold 


Gmema 


1.8338/48 

U.S. dollar 

1.1950/55 

Canadian dollar 

1.5955/65 

_ Deutschemarks 

1.7965/75 

Dutch guilders 

1.4652/62 

Swiss francs 

32.80/84 

Belgian francs 

53650700 

French francs 

1200/1201 

Italian lire 

129.35/45 . 

Japanese yen 

5.7500/50 

Swedish crowns 

63280030 

Norwegian crowns 

6.1680/730 

$337.65 

Danish crowns 


Tel: 677420 
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BLOOD SPORT 

V Shows: 3-J0, 6:15. 8 JO, 1030 p.m. 



NabU & Hisham 
• in person acting in the play 

“Milan.- New World Order 1 ’ 

Tickets at: JD 2 , JD 3 & JD 5 

Daily at &30 p-m. Exira show on Wednesday 4:30 p.m. 


Saudis cheat 
U.S. businesses 


WASHINGTON (R) — Saudi 
businessmen, including members 
of the royal family, are cheating 
U.S. companies out of hundreds 
of millions of dollars by flouting 
contracts and refusing to arbitrate 
disputes, lawmakers said 
Wednesday. 

Hie legislators accused Presi- 
dent George Bush of turning a 
blind eye to protect U.S.-Saudi 
ties. They warned the Saudi gov- 
ernment that action must be 
taken within 30 days or else they 
would press legislation to force 
the Saudis' hand. 

“Many American companies 
have suffered and continue to 
suffer. We want to put the plight 
of several American companies 
higher on the bilateral agenda,” 
representative Lee Hamilton, an 
Indiana Democrat, told the 
House of Representatives foreign 
affaire subcommittee on Europe 

and the Middle East. Representa- 
tives and senators who have pur- 
sued disputes on behalf of com- 
panies told of cases stretching 
back years in which Saudi Arabia 
executives refused to honour con- 
tracts or settle the disputes 
through arbitration. 

There are at least 18 major 
unsettled cases, ravloving 14 U.S. 
companies with claims of about 
£500 million, said Karl Reiner, an 
acting deputy assistant secretary 
at tiie Commerce Department. 

Disputes over building con- 
tracts account for most of the 
cases. Three involve U.S. banks, 
two relate to engineering services 
and the rest of the complaints 
centre on non-payment for sup- 
plies and materials, he said. 

One Westinghoose claim total- 
led more than $150 million. 

Representative James Trafi- 
cant, an Ohio Democrat, told of 
one U.S. building firm — Young- 
stown, Ohio-based Bucheit Inter- 
national Co. — embroiled for 
years m a dispute with a Saudi 
prince. 

“His position has kept turn 
from facing any repercussions for 


his actions,” said Mr. Traficant, 
while the Ohio firm has been 
“virtually wiped out" due to the 
sour Saudi deal. 

Bucheit contracted in 1981 to 
build a shopping hall in Riyadh 
and finished the job according to 
orders, he said. 

Some payments, however, 
were never made and Bucheit 
was ultimately left about $11.6 
milli on short, Mr. Traficant said. 
He backs legislation that would 
condition any aims sales to Saudi 
Arabia on its adoption of fair 
arbitration. 

Re pr esentative Bill Emerson, a 
Missouri Republican, said a New 
Jersey engineering company, 
Sanderson Porter, bad lost more 
than S100 million due to Saudi 
foul play. 

Mr. Emeison said if no action 
is taken on the undisputed debts 
within 30 days. Congress should 
launch a full investigation into 
U.S.-Saudi ties and their impact 
on Americans. 

Government officials denied 
they were putting strategic goals 
ahead of U.S. interests and said 
they had repeatedly pressed 
Saudi Arabia, a major oil produc- 
er, to address the long-standing 
complaints. 

“These individual disputes 
have not been subjugated to 
some sort of laiger strategic in- 
terest," said David Mack, a depu- 
ty assistant secretary at the State 
Department. 

He called the commercial 
wrangle “a top-agenda item" for 
the U.S. embassy in Riyadh but 
said problems were inevitable 
given the scale of U.S.-Saudi 
trade. 

U.S. exports to Saudi Arabia 
totalled $6.5 billion last year 
against Saudi imports of $12.1 
billion. 

“Unfortunately, in our view, 
die adaptation of Saudi Arabia’s 
commercial law has not kept with 
its great economic strides," said 
Mr. Reiner. 


Rich countries 
vow trade deal 
to boost growth 


PARIS (R) — Ministers from the 
leading developed countries have 
vowed to work for a speedy con- 
clusion to long- running world 
trade talks in order to boost 
economic growth and reduce un- 
employment. 

In a statement summing up 
then- two-day annual meeting in 
Paris, Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development 
(OECD) ministers issued a stark 
warning about the consequences 
of failure of the GATT talks to 
lower trade barriers. 

“Without forthright movement 
toward market-opening measures 
and a strengthened set of enforce- 
able and predictable roles, inter- 
national trading relations run the 
risk of fragmentation, conflict 
and inefficiency," they said. 

The so-called Uruguay Round 
of trade talks, held under the 
auspices of the General Agree- 
ment on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT), have stalled on dis- 
agreements between the United 
States and European Community 
on farm subsidies, in particular. 

OECD Secretary General 
Jean-Claude Paye suggested 
agreement was now in sight after 
nearly six years of tortuous talks. 

“The Uruguay Round is prob- 
ably in the same position as the 
three ships of Columbus just be- 
fore he discovered America," 
Mr. Paye said. 

Norwegian Finance Minister 
Sigbjorn Johnsen, who chaired 
the meeting, said every speaker 
had endorsed early acceptance of 
a compromise plan tabled by 
GATT Director-General Arthur 
Dunkel. 

“We want to get a good agree- 
ment and get it soon," U.S. 
Commerce Secretary Barbara 
Franklin said. 

Delay in completing the trade 
talks has coincided with a down- 
turn in the world economy and a 
rise in unemployment in OECD 
countries to around 30 million 
from 25 million two years ago. 


Activity is now picking up, but 
sluggishly. The 24-nation OECD 
is forecasting just 2.8 per cent 
growth this year, and ministers 
are looking to a trade deal to lend 
a hand. 

German Economics Minister 
Juergen Moellemann said a deal, 
which he hoped could be con- 
cluded by mid-June, would give a 
shot in the arm to the whole 
world economy. 

“This bolds true for successful- 
ly integrating the central and 
eastern European countries into 
the world economy as well as for 
the developing countries which 
must have the privilege of free 
market access in the industrial 
countries,” he said. 

Western countries facing social 
problems at home also were also 
looking to the GATT talks for 
relief. 

“A quick, successful resolution 
is essentia] to meet, for example, 
the challenges on unemploy- 
ment,” Norway's Johnsen said. 

Although the meeting has bil- 
led as a chance to start an 
onslaught on unemployment, 
many senior ministers did not 
bother to show np. The only 
finance minister from the Group 
of Seven countries to pot in an 
appearance was Michel Sapin of 
France. 

Asked if their absence de- 
valued the meeting, Mr. Paye 
replied curtly: “I think you 
should direct your question to 
those that didn’t attend.” 

Some officials suggested the 
absentees were suffering from 
“meeting fatigue,” the result of 
too many international summits. 

Perhaps some countries were 
tired of being chastised. 

Germany was asked by minis- 
ters for a better policy mix — not 
rely on the blunt instrument of 
monetary policy to contain infla- 
tion — while Japan, with its 
budget surplus, was urged to 
pump up its economy by boosting 
government spending. 


Russia raises market rate for rouble 


MOSCOW (R) — The Russian 
Central Batik raised its fixed 
‘“market- rate" for the rouble 
Wednesday, offering 90 roubles 
for a U.S. dollar instead of 100 as 
in the past. 


The central bank wants to drive 
the rouble higher against the dot- 
lar as it prepares to float an 
unloved currency on world mar- 
kets. 

It has sold dollars for roubles at 


Saudi Rajhi profit drops 


MANAMA, Bahrain (R) — 
Saudi Arabia’s A1 Rajhi Banking 
and Investment Corn has said in a 
statement its net 1991 profit do- 
dined to 701.5 million riyals 
($187 million), 34.7 per cent 
down on the previous year. 

The Riyadh-based company, 
which made a record profit of 
1.075 billion riyals (S287 million) 
in 1990, blamed increased spend- 
ing chi new branches and an 
unfavourable economic climate 
outride the kingdom for the drop 
in 1991 profit. 

The firm, owned by Saudi 
shareholders, recommended a 
375 million riyal ($100 million) 
cash dividend for 1991 compared 
with 150 million (£40 mSSon) in 
1990. 


Rajhi, once the kingdom’s big- 
gest money changer, converted to 
a commercial bank in 1988 after 
offering 7.5 million shares worth 
750 millioD riyals ($200 million) 
to tiie public. 

It has a good reputation among 
conservative Saadis due to its 
stated commitment to Islamic 
law, which bans payment and 
receipt of interest. 

The bank said 154 million riyals 
($41 mfllion) was earmarked for 
provisions against investment 
risks in 1991 compared with 134 
mini on ($38 million) the previous 
year. 

Operating income fell to 1.43 
billion riyals ($383 million) from 
1.67 milli on ($445 million) in 
1990. 


regular .small-scale trading ses- 
sions organised by the central 
bank, although officials decline to, , 
detail the volume of their in- 
tervention. 

“I think the central bank has 
the right to intervene in the mar- 
ket,” Yuri Shchegolkov, informa- 
tion officer at the Moscow Inter- 
bank Currency Exchange, told 
Reuters last week. 

The exchange groups almost 50 
banks and financing companies, 
matching buyers and sellers of 
bard currency in a brief twice- 
weekly session. But trading 
volumes are thin and officials 
acknowledge the market has yet 
to get off the ground. 

At Wednesday’s session banks 
paid 126.60 roubles per dollar for 
a total of $14.13 mfllion. Last 
week's rate was 127.60 roubles 
per dollar. 


“The fact that the rouble has 
been rising gradually for two 
weeks is striking,” Izvestia news- 
paper said in a commentary on 
the session. “But everyone is 
getting used to this. It is a result 
of tough monetary policies.” 

Russian government officials 
have said a rate of 80 roubles per 
dollar would be a realistic level 
for the currency. 

The government has said it will 
float the rouble from July, peg- 
ging it within a broad band 
against the dollar from August. 

Western financial organisations 
have promised Russia a $6 billion 
fund to help stabilise the rouble. 
The aid depends on the country 
adopting an economic reform 
programme which meets tough 
demands from the International 
Monetary Fund. 




DELUXE FURNISHED VILLA 

Quiet residential area, off Mecca St. 257 m 2 built 
space of large living area, dining room & salon, 3 
bedrooms, one study room, most up-to-date kitchen, 
central heating, 3 bathrooms, 2 garages, surround- 
ing garden, excellent finishing & furniture. 

Please call: 821326 


Cinema 


Tel: 634144 


Al Pacino 


Shows: 1230, 330, 6:15, 830. 1030 






International Community School 

P.O.Box 2002, Khilda, Amman 
Now Registering for September 1992 

We take children between the ages of 3-11 years and are the 
only school in Amman to offer the full British Curriculum adapted 
for the International Community. 

Our language of instruction is English with special support for 
non-English speakers. French and Arabic can also be taken. 
Staff are U.K. -qualified and Music, P.E. and Drama are taught by 
specialists right through the school. The school provides a 
pleasant stimulating environment — care is taken to meet the 
needs of each individual child. 

The school is open dally, Sunday - Thursday, 7:45 am. - 
1:30 pjtl, until June 25th. Get further details by tele- 
phone: 841070, Fax: 847109 


For Sale New Computer 

Brand new, unused computer "Zeos" UPG (IBM compati- 
ble) 130 MB, Modem internal. Keyboard English and 
Arabic etc. Plus printer "Epson" LQ 570. Price U.S.$4,000. 
Non -negotiable. 

Tel. 677-521, From 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 


JOB VACANCY 

A leading contracting company seeks to employ a 
full time secretary with the following qualifications: 
- 3 years experience, preferably in the contracting 
field. 

-Good command of English. 

-Knowledge of wordprocessor along with other 
office skills. 

The appropriate candidate will receive attractive 
benefits. - 

For an interview, please call 

Tel.: 661947 / 661948 
or write to P.O.Box 7245 - Amman 


Iraq harvesters 
working flat 
out on farms 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq, bat- 
tling with U.N. sanctions, has 
said 908 combine harvesters were 
wotting round the dock to reap 
this year's harvest. 

Al Jumhouriyah, the govern- 
ment newspaper said harvest was 
in full swing throughout the coun- 
try and government silos were 
ready to receive the produce. It 
said the yields were promising but 
gave no details. 

“Huge quantities of wheat and 
barley have been ferried to gov- 
ernment silos,” the newspaper 
said. 

Al Jumhouriyah said the minis- 
try of agriculture promised grain 
collectors hefty financial rewards. 

“Contests win be arranged be- 
tween villages and districts to 
collect as much wheat and barley 
as possible. Distinguished grain 
collectors will be honoured,” it 
said. 

Iraq’s government is trying 
hard not to let this year's grain 
fall into private hands. 

Last month President Saddam 
Hussein ordered bonuses totall- 
ing 6.5 million dinars ($19 million 
at the official rate) to barley and 
wheat collectors. 

He also offered fanners in- 


creases in prices of wheat and 
barley. 

Labouring under punitive L’.N. 
sanctions because of its 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait. Iraq pins great 
hope on this year’s grain yields to 
maintain its rationing system. 

It needs almost three million 
tonnes of wheat to provide each 
Iraqi with eight kilogrammes of 
Hour per month at subsidised 
prices. 

Meanwhile. Iraq's agriculture 
minister, attending a regional 
conference of the Food and Agri- 
culture Organisation (FAO) in 
Tehran, said the Gulf war had 
devastated Iraqi agriculture. 

“The American and allied 
aggression on Iraq last year 
ruined the country's infrastruc- 
ture, destroying 50 "per cent of the 
cereal and seed stock and halting 
95 per cent of livestock and poul- 
try breeding,” Iran's IRNA news 
agency quoted Abdul Wahab 
Mahmoud Al Sabbagh as saying. 

He said allied raids destroyed 
some 87 per cent of bridges in 
agricultural areas. Electricity 
shortages due to bombing of pow - 
er plants and pollution resulting 
from the six-week war last year 
caused further damage to agricul- 
ture, the minister added. " 


Corporate failures 
increase in Japan 


TOKYO (R) — Japan's bank- 
ruptcy debt in April rose as an 
increasing number of companies 
were driven under by the nation's 
slack economy, the Tokyo Com- 
merce and Industry Research Co. 
has said. 

“We’re still seeing bubble 
bankruptcies,* but failures caused 
by bad business are starting to 
stand out more and more,” said 
an analyst for Tokyo Commerce 
and Industry Research (TCIR), a 
private think tank. 

“Bubble bankruptcies” — fai- 
lure of companies based on stocks 
and real estate — have followed 
the heyday of Japan's “bubble 
economy” that was buoyed by 
skyrocketing stocks and real 
estate pices in the late 1980s. 

Corporate bankruptcies involv- 
ing debt of more than 10 mfllion 
yen ($77,500) each totalled 
976.59 billion yen ($7.57 billion) 
in April, when 1,239 companies 
went under, the TCIR report 
said. 

The debt amount was a record 
high for April and the third high- 
est for any single month. The 
number of April bankruptcies 
was the largest monthly figure 
since December, 1986. 

Bubble bankruptcies declined 
in April and failures owing to bad 
business rose to 51.2 per cent of 
the total, the report said. 

Falling prices pushed property 


companies under and real estate 
bankruptcies jumped to 1 15 esses 
with bad debts of 294.35 billion 
yen (12.28 billion), the TCIR 
analyst said. 

With the economy slowing and 
profits plunging, Japanese com- 
panies are slashing investment in 
plant and equipment and buying 
iess or no property. 

“So real estate companies are 
being dragged down by burden- 
some inventories as well as lower 
prices, in spite of lower interest 
rates and easier lending regula- 
tions,” the analyst pointed out. 

Analysts say bankruptcies are 
likely to continue increasing in 
number in the months ahead with 
a mounting knock-on effect. 


For i he pest two decor*?! we have 
been hiring and Hauling people from 
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Director Ol Manpower & Training 
World wide Canadian Management 
Consultants Inc. 

P.O.Box 639. Pickering 
Canada LIV 3 T 3 


Model 

Boutique M — ** 

Jordan Supermarket/Shmeisani 

Tel. 660057 / 661057 

would like to announce the arrival of 
the second shipment of German 
women's wear 

for the summer of *92 

Large sizes are available 




Announcement 

Scholarships to study music in Germany are available at the 
Royal Endownment for Culture and Education Noor - Al 
Hussein Foundation. 

Applicants should be Jordanians, holders of the Certificate 
of General Secondary Education or equivalence and have 
studied music for a minimum period of four years 
( official credentials needed). 

All applicants will be interviewed by a specialized committee 
who will review their files and evaluate their musical skills 
and preparations. 

Interested candidates should apply in writing to: 

The National Music Conservatory/ 

Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
P.OJBox 926687 
Amman - Jordan 

Applications should reach the above address by May 30,1992 
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World News 



Azeri leader wants to quit CIS 


• MOSCOW (Agencies) — Azeri 
presidential favourite Abulfaz 
Elchibey, who wants to withdraw 
from the Commonwealth of Inde- 
pendent States (CIS), says all 
Azerbaijan's agreements with the 
grouping are invalid. 

“I do not accept the CIS and 
r insider that states which join it 
at not really independent," the 
Po, -lar Front leader said in a 
newspaper interview published 
Wednesday. 

“Azerbaijan will not be part of 
the current CIS, there are no two 
ways about it." 

Mr. Elchibey, opinion poll 
favourite to win presidential elec- 
tions scheduled for June 7, said 
Azerbaijan’s relations with Rus- 
sia must be governed by bilateral 
treaties. 

Ex-President Ayaz Mutalibov 
was a supporter of the Common- 
wealth, formed by Russia and 10 
of the 15 other former Soviet 
republics last December. Mr. 
Mutalibov was ousted after mass 
Popular Front protests last week. 

“All agreements signed by 
Mutalibov are invalid because 
parliament has not ratified 
them,” Mr. Elchibey told the 
newspaper Komsomolskaya 
Pravda. “We consider this a 
short-sighted policy of the former 
president." 

He said a three-man commis- 
sion had been formed which 
would fly to Moscow to discuss 
bilateral issues. 

Mr. Elchibey said Azerbaijan's 
undeclared war with Armenia 
over the enclave of Nagorno- 
Karabakh could be resolved de- 
spite recent Azeri defeats. 

“If states such as Turkey, the 
United States, Russia and 
Ukraine really apply themselves 


to resolving the conflict, then the 
Karabakh problem ... will be 
resolved,” he said. 


Nagorno-Karabakh, the scene 
of four years of increasingly bitter 
fighting, is located within and 
administered by Azerbaijan, but 
populated largely by Armenians- 

Meanwhile Armenian forces 
burled fresh tank and artillery 
bombardments against the Azeri 
region of Nakhichevan on the 
Turkish border Wednesday, an 
official of the enclave said. “The 
Armenians are again attacking to- 
day. Our fighters are respond- 
ing," Ramiz Mamedov, an aide 
to President Geidar Aliyev told 
Reuters by telephone from the 
besieged enclave. 

He said the Armenians were 
firing from 10 kilometres away 
from a bridge crossing with Tur- 
key, the beleaguered enclave's 
only link to the west. 

Fourteen Azeris had been kil- 
ledand nearly 70 wounded since 
the Armenians Monday began 
shelling Sadarak, a town of 
14,000 people in the north of the 
enclave dose to the Turkish bor- 
der, Mr. Mamedov said. 


bad spoken with Armenian Presi- 
dent Levon Ter-Petnosyan by 
telephone and received a promise 
that ti>e attacks would end. 


Mr. Aliyev said a rocket fired 
on Sadarak, possibly from a 
Nakhichevan garrison of Russian 
troops of the Commonwealth of 
Independent Stales (CIS), could 
be a chemical weapon. 

Hie rocket caused no deaths, 
but burns and blisters on the 
injured suggested that it carried a 
chemical payload, he said. 

Mr. Mamedov said the Azeris 
were short of medical supplies 
and would like to send their 
wounded to Turkish hospitals. 

Mr. Aliyev's chief aide Gaffar 
Riza crossed into Turkey early 
Wednesday for talks with Turkey 
officials in Ankara, Anatolian 
said. 

Gvitians have been evacuated 
from Sadarak but Azeri fighters 
remain and volunteers aged be- 
tween 15 to 60 were on their way 
from other parts of Nakhichevan, 
the agency said. 


every time there is a dispute.” 
Turkey is continuing diplomatic 
efforts to mobilise international 
support to end the fighting. 
Iran demanded Wednesday 


that Armenia relinquish the cap- 
tured Azeri town of Lachin which 


Turkey's semi-official Anato- 
lian News Agency said Azeri 
fighters Tuesday regained two 
strategic hOts near the besieged 
town which they lost to Arme- 
nians Monday. 

Quoting sources in the 
Nakhichevan parliament, the 
agency said the Armenians had 
been pushed back across the bor- 
der but were keeping up a bar- 
rage of fire from their territory. 

Mr. Aliyev, president of the 
autonomous region sandwiched 
between Turkey, Armenia and 
Iran, told Anatolia Tuesday he 


Turkey has condemned the 
Armenian attacks and the cap- 
ture of the Azeri town of Lachin 
which secured a land corridor to 
Armenia proper from Nagorno- 
Karabakh, another Azeri enclave 
earlier overran by Armenian 
forces. 

“(Turkish) troops must be sent 
to Nakhichevan immediately,” 
President Turgut Ozal was 
quoted by the Hurriyet newspap- 
er as saying in the United States 
where he is recovering from 
surgery. 

Prime Minister Suleyman De- 
mi rel, wary of involving Turkey 
in the Caucasian conflict, has 
said: “Yon can't resort to arms 


has been used to open a corridor 
to besieged Nagorno-Karabakh , 
the Islamic Republic News Agen- 
cy (IRNA) reported. 

Tehran has been in the fore- 
front of efforts to broker a peace 
agreement in the 4-year-old feud 
between Armenia and Azerbai- 
jan over Nagorno-Karabakh - 

Tehran fears the spread of the 
conflict across its northern border 
to its own large Azeri population 
and minority Armenians. 

Iran Tuesday condemned 
Armenia for capturing Lachin, 
which has been used by Armenia 
to open a key overland route to 
the beleaguered enclave. 

The Iranian Foreign Ministry 
said in a statement Wednesday 
that die “violation of sovereignty 
and territorial integrity of one of 
the involved parties, is contrary 
to the spirit of the Iranian media- 
tory mission and the previous 
agreements reached on ending 
the dashes. 

“Tehran will consider any 
change in the geographical bor- 
ders of the region and resort to 
coercion arid violence as acts of 
aggression,” IRNA quoted the 
statement as saying. 

Iranian newspaper joined offi- 
cials in condemning the Arme- 
nian move. 

Parliament speaker, Mehdi 
Kamibi, said that the escalation 
of dashes would have negative 
consequences for the region and 
would exacerbate differences, 
Tehran Radio reported. 


Mass arrests reported in riot-torn Nigerian state 

north. The south is largely Christ- saying by local radio. 


.KADUNA, Nigeria (R) — 
Security forces, including soldiers 
in combat gear, have arrested 
nearly 250 people in a major 
crackdown after some of Niger- 
ia’s worst religious and ethnic 
violence in a decade, police 
sources said Wednesday. 

The sources said 248 people 
were being held after four days of 
rioting in Kaduna state, political 
centre of Nigeria’s mainly Muslim 


lan. 


Residents, who said up to 300 
people had been killed, reported 
minor disturbances before Tues- 
day's overnight curfew.. 

“The crisis is under control ... I 
am asking people to report troub- 
lemakers," Vice-Admiral Murta- 
la Nyako, Nigeria’s deputy chief 
of defence staff, was quoted as 


“Nigeria is a secular state, 
which means all its people are 
free to engage in any legitimate 
activities anywhere,” he said. 


Some shops and other 
businesses in Kaduna Gty re- 
mained shut Wednesday as secur- 
ity forces patrolled streets where 
thousands of rioters caused 
mayhem Sunday and Monday. 


Mortuaries in Kaduna Gty 
overflowed with corpses, some of 
them mutilated beyond recogni- 
tion. At least 46 bodies were seen 
in an unrefrigerated room at one 
mortuary. 

The final toll, including hun- 
dreds of injured, will probably 
never be known. Many Muslims 
buried their dead immediately 
and some Christians did not de- 
clare relatives’ bodies to officials. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


India launches space satellite 


NEW DELHI (R) — India launched a research satellite Wednes- 
day using local technology in what officials called an important 
milestone in the country’s ambitions space programme. A 
23-metre (75-foot) rocket blasted off at 6 a.m. (0030 GMT) from 
an island off the southern state of Andhra Pradesh, the Press 
Trust of India (PTI) said. Nine minutes into the flight, the 
200-miUion-rapee ($7 -million) rocket propelled a. research satel- 
lite into orbit 450 kilometres above Earth. India's space program- 
me has crossed “a very important milestone", U.R. Rao. 
chairman of the Indian Space Research Organisation told 
reporters in Sribarikota where the launch took place. Mr. Rao 
said the flight was “a total success". Two earlier launches, in 1987 
and 1988, foiled when foe rockets splashed into the sea. 


part of Romania, want to break away from the rest of the country, 
fearing that possible reunification between Moldova and Roma- 
nia would leave them a vulnerable minority. In Moscow, 
Commonwealth Aimed Forces Commander Yevgeny Shaposb- 
nikoV insisted the 14th Army remained neutral in the fighting, 
which bas killed well over 100 people since March. 


De Klerk shocked by corruption 


CNN launches Russian service 


MOSCOW (R) — The U.S.-based Cable News Network (CNN) 
will launch a live Russian language service, ITAR-TASS News 
Agency said. It said a daily, two-hour news programme from 10 
p.m. to midnight is being set up in conjunction with the 
independent Moscow Broadcasting Company. Moscow Mayor 
Gavriil Popov and CNN President Ted Turner attended the 
inauguration ceremony for the service, TASS said. 


TB on the rise worldwide 


IS 


MIAMI (R) — Tuberculosis, the dreaded “white plague, _ 
again ou the rise, the American Lung Association (ALA) has 
warned, saying that more than one third of the world's population 
now carry the TB bacteria. Tuberculosis kills more people than 
any other infectious disease, said Dr. John Garrison, ALA 
m ana g i n g director. Unless changes are made in treatment and 
follow-up therapy, TB could become a household word in 
diseases, he said. “More than eight million new cases of 
tuberculosis occur worldwide, and nearly three million people die 
annually from the disease," said Dr. Richard O’Brien, medical 
officer for the World Health Organisation. “Among the 20 
million (cases of TB in the world today), fewer than half are 
diagnosed. Of those diagnosed, fewer than half are successfully 
treated,” be said. The National Centres for Disease Control 
(CDC) reported 26,283 new active cases of TB in the United 
States in 1991, a 2.3 per cent increase over 1990 and an 11.9 per 
cent increase jsince 1989. 


CAPE TOWN (R) — President F.W. De Klerk says he is shocked 
by corruption in the government but defends his low-key response 
to disclosure of fraud in a key apartheid department. “Like you, I 
was shocked by the vast corruption that there is. But it is not the 
system that is corrupt, the powers of departments were not 
adequate and we are correcting that,” he told political reporters 
in a confidential briefing Tuesday. Mr. De Klerk authorised 
publication of bis remarks after a local newspaper reported them 
Wednesday. Responding to a report by Supreme Court Judge 
Benjamin Pickard on corruption in the former Department of 
Development Aid, which arranged funding for black homelands 
created by apartheid, Mr. De Klerk said be did not want South 
Africa to “create an impression of ourselves as a banana 
republic.” “Who appointed the Pickard Commission? I did. And 
quite a number of people have been charged in our courts. 
Unfortunately for those who wanted to see blood, the courts 
couldn't find them guilty.” he said. 


Officer expresses sorrow for U.S. riot 


Harsh repression In Tibet —Amnesty 


LONDON (R) — Amnesty International called on China 
Wednesday to release all prisoners of conscience and give its 
political prisoners a prompt and fair trial or free them too. The 
human rights: group also urged the Chinese government to take 
steps to stop torture and killings by security forces. Government 
opponents in Tibet were arbitrarily arrested and frequently 
tortured as Chinese authorities cracked down on opposition. 
Amnesty said. “Harsh repression has led to serious and long- 
standing human rights violations in Tibet,” the London-based 
group said. “Tibetans who speak out against the Chinese 
government are at risk of imprisonment, possibly for years, and 
torture.” It said in a statement: “Those who take part in peaceful 
demonstrations for Tibetan independence from Cbina have been 
killed, targeted by security forces.” Amnesty said that amongst 
those imprisoned and tortured were Buddhist monks and nuns who 
advocated Tibetan independence. Some were arrested and held 
without charge for weeks, months or even years while others were 
eventually tried and received stiff sentences. 


. LOS ANGELES (R) — The white police officer who will be 
retried in the beating of black motorist Rodney King denied, in a 
newspaper column {mblished Wednesday, that be is racist. Officer 
Laurence Powell said in the Los Angeles Times column that iris 
girlfriend is Hispanic and his family bas cared for black and 
Hispanic foster children. He also expressed sorrow for tbe riots 
that erupted when he and three other officers were cleared of 
assault charges. Mr. Powell’s remarks were included in a 
videotape he made after the verdicts “to let you know how sad I 
feel about this horrible situation.” They were transcribed for tbe 
times by a man who helped Mr. Powell make the tape. A jury 
acquitted three officers completely on April 29 and cleared Mr. 
Powell of all charges except one of using excessive force, on which 
it deadlocked. The riots touched off by the verdicts killed 51 
people, injured thousands and caused more than $750 million in 
damage. Last week, a judge ordered Mr. Powell to stand trial 
again on tbe deadlocked charge. 


More refugees arrive in Bangladesh 


DHAKA (R) — More than 1,000 Burmese Muslims have fled 
into Bangladesh in foe past two days, claiming continuing 
persecution by Burma’s troops despite Rangoon's assurances to 
the contrary, officials said Wednesday. “We don’t find any 
resemblance in their words and deeds,” said refugee Shahed Ali 
of Butbidaung district in west Burma’s Muslim-majority Arakan 
state. Mr. Ali and about 300 other refugees reached Bangladesh's 
Teknaf border town Tuesday, bringing foe total number of 
Burmese refugees in the country to 257.187. “Tbe (Burmese) 
junta is still torturing the women and herding away their husbands 
and sons to labour camps." refugee Hasiua Begum said. Such 
stories abound with.the new influx of refugees after a virtual hah 
of three days, apparently because of tight security on the Burmese 
border. 


Moldova blasts Russian ‘aggression’ 


New Zealander dies after killing 6 


MOSCOW (R) — Moldova, racked by ethnic conflict between 
Romanian-speakers and Slavs, accused Russia Wednesday of 
direct military aggression and appealed to the outside world for 
help. President Miroea Snegur accused the former Soviet 14th. 
Army, now under Russian jurisdiction, of deploying tanks, 
armoured vehicles and heavy artillery in support of Slav separat- 
ists who have declared independence from Moldova. He com- 
plained of “blatant aggression” and called on Commonwealth 
heads of state to “support us at a decisive moment in foe 
establishment of foe Republic of Moldova.” Most of the former 
Soviet Republic of Moldova was part of Romania until the start of 
World War H when it was annexed by Soviet dictator Josef Stalin. 
But Slavs on the east bank of foe Dnestr River, never historically 


PUKEKOHE, New Zealand (R) — A 66-year old farmer 
suffering from depression shot dead six family members and then 
killed himself Wednesday, sparking a massive manhunt while a 
granddaughter barricaded herself in the house. Brian Scfalaepfer 
killed bis wife, three sons, a daughter-in-law and 11-year-old 
grandson early in the day after a domestic dispute that had 
simmered since the weekend. He ran a long-established family 
farm and vegetable shop in the tiny settlement of Helvetia near 
Pukekobe (pronounced Pook-e-ko-wee) about 50 kilometres 
south of Auckland. “There was some kind of domestic upheaval 
which has led to tbs. We are still trying to work oat exactly what 
foe background is to this,” police spokesman Senior Sergeant 
Graham Bell told reporters at the scene. Neighbours reported 
being told by Schlaepfer’s wife that he was becoming unstable 


Ramos 
widens 
lead in 


Philippine 

elections 


MANILA (AP) — Fidel Ramos 
widened his lead for the presiden- 
cy Wednesday but an ally of 
Ferdinand Marcos surged near 
second place as questions 
emerged about tbe tally from tbe 
May 11 election. 

Nine days after the balloting, 
fewer than half foe votes had 
been counted. Officials blamed 
the delay on vote challenges and 
logistical problems. 

But anti-graft crusader Miriam 
Defensor Santiago, trailing in 
second place, claimed tbe delays 
were part of a massive conspiracy 
to rig the election for Gen. 
Ramos, President Corazon 
Aquino’s candidate. 

Officials were unable to answer 
some of tbe allegations, bat Mrs. 
Santiago failed to provide any- 
thing concerto linking tbe admi- 
nistration to systematic electoral 
fraud. 

The long tally and uncertainty* 
about the outcome have raised 
fears of a constitutional crisis, 
which could lead to violence and 
a possible military takeover. 

After tabulating 42.8 per cent 
of foe vote. Media citizens Quick 
Gaunt said Gen. Ramos was lead- 
ing with 2,401,894 votes, or 23.8 
per cent, a slight increase. 

Mrs. . Santiago trailed with 
1,843,992 votes, or 18.23 per cent. 
Businessman Eduardo “Daod- 
ing” Cojuangco had 1,736,320. or 
17.11 per cent. 

Earlier, Quick Count's figure 
had showed less than 50 votes 
separating Mrs. Santiago and Mr. 
Cojuangco after an influx of 
tabulations from Marcos stron- 
gholds in northern Luzon. 

Less than 25 per cent of tbe 
votes from Metropolitan Manila 
have been reported. Quick count 
blames the delay on technical 
complications and legal chal- 
lenges involving local races, 
which have held up tabulations. 

Mrs. Santiago and Gen. Ramos 
are believed stronger than Mt. 
Cojuangco among Manfla-area 
voters. 

Serious questions were raised 
regarding aspects of tbe count, 
including foe fact that a partial 
tally showed a total of 8.3 million 
votes for the seven presidential 
candidates, and only 7.5 million 
votes for their vice presidential 
running mates. 

Voters made their presidential 
and vice presidential choice 
separately on a single ballot. Raul 
Locsin, vice chairman of Quick 
Count, said some people may 
have chosen not to vote for the 
vice president, although the run- 
ning mates were rationally prom- 
inent and campu* c .ied as exten- 
sively as the standard-bearers. 

Last Saturday, Quick Count 
reported 117,122 votes bad been 
tabulated from Region 2, a seven- 
province area of northeastern 
Luzon. But the totals credited to 
all seven presidential candidates 
in the region amounted to more 
than 119,700 votes. 

On Tuesday, Mrs. Santiago 
told Washington radio station 
WAMU that she had evidence 
implicating officials close to Mrs. 
Aquino in efforts to pressure 
local leaders as the vote is being 
reported. 

'I bave direct proof that will 
link Ramos' party to electoral 
fraud,” Mrs. Santiago said. 

She said she would detail her 
allegations at a news conference 
in Manila Wednesday. During 
foe news conference, her staff 
raised questions about foe count 
but offered no direct evidence of 
a centralised conspiracy. 

The staff showed reporters 
copies of tally sheets from Gen. 
Ramos’ borne province, Pangasi- 
nan. which appeared to have 
undergone tampering to show 
Gen. Ramos with more votes 
than bad actually been cast. 

Mrs. Santiago’s campaign man- 
ager, Antonio Leviste, said Mrs. 
Aquino telephoned three gov- 
ernors after tire balloting and told 
them to do everything possible to 
ensure a Ramos victory. 



A Bosnian woman mo ur ns at her husband's grave with a relative in 
Sarajevo 


Refugees held hostage 
in Sarajevo stand-off 


BELGRADE (R) — Some 7,000 
women, children and elderly re- 
fugees entered their second day 
as hostages of Serb gunmen 
Wednesday in tbe Bosnian capital 
of Sarajevo. 

Their fete was in question as 
the overall situation in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina deteriorated, with 
the republic's Muslim leaders 
saying they would not attend 
European Community (EC) 
sponsored peace talks in Lisbon. 

“No one is going,” said Hajru- 
din Somun, a senior adviser to 
Bosnian President Alija Izetbe- 
govic, explaining neither foe EC 
nor the Serb-led Yugoslav army 
could give satisfactory guarantees 
of safe passage. 

He said the Serbs had not 
fulfilled conditions set previously 
be foe EC, including ceasing hos- 
tilities, while foe Yugoslav army 
still controlled Sarajevo Airport. 

“President Izetbegovic is not 
abandoning talks in principle bat 
he sees no possibility of going 
today," Mr. Somun told Reuters 
by telephone from Sarajevo. 

He said intense negotiations 
were under way to secure safe 
passage for the estimated 7,000 


refugees who had been trying to 
flee in a convoy from the fighting 
in tire Bosnian capital. 

The army and the Serbs say the 
release of the convoy depends on 
the unblocking of the army’s huge 
Marshall Tito Barracks in central 
Sarajevo, he addecL- 
Most of those bang held are 
Muslims. 

The Belgrade-based news 
agency Tan jug said the convoy 
had been stopped in the southern 
suburb of Ilidza by the families of 
Serbs killed in another suburb, 
Pofalid, who demanded to be 
allowed to collect the dead. 

“Tbe convoy is still in Ilidza, 
Mr. Somun said. “The army has 
now tinted its release to evacuat- 
ing the Marshall Tito Barracks 
which by any international norms 
is unacceptable. 

*We have, however, accepted 


it. So tbe release of the civilians 
and tbe withdrawal from the bar- 
racks should begin simultaneous- 
ly. But we don's know when tins 
will begin because tbe army keeps 
creating new conditions.” 

In addition to troops, the farm- 
ties of army officers have taken 
refugee in the barracks. 


Clinton, Bush win in 
Oregon, Washington 


PORTLAND. Oregon (R) — 
U.S. President George Bush and 
Democratic front-runner Bill 
Clinton swept to victory in an 
Oregon primary and a Washing- 
ton state contest Wednesday. 

Tbe result brings them closer to 
a November showdown in which' 
both could be upstaged by Texas 
billionaire Ross Perot, a poten- 
tially more popular, rival who did 
not appear on tbe ballot. 

Both Mr. Bush and Mr. Gin- 
ton bad been expected to win in 
the two northwest states, which 
are considered key results for any 
White House general election 
win. 

In Oregon’s Democratic prim- 
ary the Arkansas governor led 
rival Jerry Brown by a 52 to 33 
per cent margin with 34 per cent 
of foe vote counted. Former Mas- 
sachusetts Senator Paul Tsongas 
pulled 11 per cent of the votes 
although he bas suspended his bid 
for the Democratic nomination. 

Mr. Bush was overwhelming 
right-wing rival Pat Buchanan by 
a 76 to 22 per cent vote in the 
state’s Republican primary with 
29 per emit of precincts reporting. 

He took an 83 to 13 per cent 
lead in neighbouring Washington 
state, with just over half tbe votes 
counted. 

In a Washington state prefer- 
ence poll which will not count 


towards convention delegates, 
Mr. Clinton led Mr. Brown, the 


former California governor, by 52 


per cent to 28 per cent after half 
tiie votes had been counted. 


Mr. Ross Perot, a likely inde- 
pendent candidate in the Nov. 3 
election who was on the Oregon 
and Washington state ballots, has 
led Mr. Bush and Mr. Ctinton in 
polls nationally and in key states 
such as California and Texas. 

Exit polls found as many as 11 
per cent of voters in both parties 
cast write-in ballots for Perot in 
foe Oregon contest, although 
these ballots will not be officially 
counted. 


An opinion poll last week in 
Oregon said Mr. Perot led both 
candidates with tbe backing of 42 
per cent of voters compared until 
31 per cent for Mr. Bush and 21 
per cent for Mr. Clinton. 

A Cable News Network exit 
poll in Oregon Tuesday found 
Democrats favoured Mr. Perot to 
their own front-runner by a 45 to 
41 per cent margin, while Repub- 
licans favoured Mr.' Bush over 
Mr. Perot by 49 to 40 per cent. 

Mr. Clinton told reporters after 
a fundraiser in Austin, Texas, he 
was satisfied with the results and 
was not surprised by foe apparent 
outpouring of support for Mr. 
Perot. 


Arrest order for Marcos 


upheld despite apology 


MANILA (R) — : A Philippine 
judge froze an order for the arrest 
of Imelda Marcos Wednesday af- 
ter the flamboyant former first 
lady apologised for boycotting a 
court bearing. 

Defiant one day and compliant 
the next, Mrs. Marcos promised 
to appear at her arraignment on 
currency violation charges Thurs- 
day. But she said she would not 
enter a plea because she did not 
expect justice under President 
Corazon Aquino's government. 


The 62-year-old widow of the 
late dictator Ferdinand Marcos 
had earlier told reporters she 
would boycott all court proceed- 
ings in protest at alleged fraud in 
May 11 presidential elections. 

Mrs. Marcos, * one of seven 
presidential candidates, is trailing 
in fifth place in foe vote-counting. 

Judge Teresita Flores had 
ordered Mrs. Marcos’s arrest af- 
ter she failed to appear for a court 
hearing Tuesday at which she was 
to bave been - arraigne d 


Study backs commission on JFK killing 


NEW YORK (R) — Two doctors 
who performed the astopsy • on 
John F. Kennedy broke a 29-year 
silence to say the U.S. president 
was killed by two bullets fired- 
from above and behind by a lone 
gunman pang a high-powered 
rifle. 

In detailed comments released 
by the Journal of foe American 
Medical Association, pathologists 
James Humes and J, Thornton 
Boswell spoke out in hopes of 
ending a national debate, fuelled 
by the film JFK, that maintains 
K ennedy was killed in a conspira- 
cy- 

The doctors endorsed the con- 
clusions of tbe official Warren 
Commission probe into the assas- 
sination. They sajd all evidence 
showed Mr. Kennedy was hit by 
two bullets in the back of the 
bead fired by a lone gnnmap 


using a rifle. 


The journal presented their 
conclusions at a news conference 
which was not attended by either 
doctor. Their findings were im- 
mediately challenged by a leading 

supporter of the theory that Ken- 
nedy was murdered in a conspira- 
cy. 


found that Kennedy was killed by 
gunman Lee Harvey Oswald who 
fired attaint from foe window of a 
bufldmg overlooking the route of 
his motorcade thro ugh Dallas on 
Nov. 22, 1963. 


The journal's editor. Dr. 
George Lnndberg, lashed out at 
conspiracy proponents who he 
said woe frying to win publicity 
and profit from a president’s 
death. 


Dr. Lnndberg said the autopsy 
could not stale who fired tire rifle, 
whether there were shots that 
missed or whether Oswald work- 
ed with organised crime or with 
foe Central Intelligence Agency, 
all charges made by cmupiracy 
theorists. 


“The best explanations for the 
motivation of the myriad con- 
spiracy theorists are paranoia, 
desire for personal recognition 
and public visibility and profit,” 
be told tire news c o nference. 

The Warren Commission 


Almost three decades later, 
most American say that they do 
not believe the Warren Commis- 
sion or that Oswald acted alone. 

The two doctors said there was 
no evidence of a thud bullet 
striking die president or of one 
being fired from a direction other 
t han above and behind K enn ed y . 



British ‘gladiator? 
pulls jumbo |et, j 
claims record 


Japanese living 
longer 


S. Africans choose 
sex, money over 
democracy fate 
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LONDON. (R) r-’ A . Btitdn 
claimed a record' for pufiuqg a 
heavy object Tuesday when be 
heaved a 196-tonne- Jumbo Jet 
three inches (7.5 cm) across the 
runway at Loudon’s Heathrow 
Airport. Strapped into a a feather 
harness, Dave Csuder towed, foe 
186 -tonne, Air Canada. 747-400 
— the largest commercial airliner 
ts service — phis 10 tonnes of fuel 
stiD on board. “I thought I bad 
met my match but I got some 
inner strength from somewhere,” 
said 16-stone Gauder. known as 
tbe gladiator. “It’s just a question 
of mind over matter.” A ladder 
was bolted to tbe ground to gjve 
him somet hi ng to push against as 
he edged the aircraft forward. He 
needed oxygen aft e rwards to help 
trim recover. Mr. Gauder, from 
Birmingham in central- England, 
has already pulled a Concorde 
aircraft, a "U.S. B-52 bomber and 
a Japanese bullet train. 
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TOKYO (R) — Japanese arc 
living longer, with women out- 
lasting men. Minister of Health 
and Welfare officials said. The 
1990 census showed the average 
Japanese man lived 75.92 yeais 
compared with 81.90 years for 
women, one official said. That is 
1.14 years longer for men and 
1.42 years longer for women's 
since the previous national census 
in 1985, he said. Japanese live 
longer than anyone else in the 
world. U.N. figures show women 
in Sweden lived to 81 .57 years old 
in 1989. and in Switzerland 
women lived to 80.70, the minis- 
try said. In Sweden men lived to 
74.79 according to figures for 
1989, and to 74.58 in Iceland 
according to 1987-88 figures. The 
increase was probably due to 
improvements in medical tech- 
nology and diet, the spokesman 
said. Latest figures show more 
than 301 people over 100 live in 
Tokyo, the largest number of 
centenarians in any city or prefec- 
ture in Japan. Okinawa; Japan’s 
southernmost prefecture, boasts 
foe largest number of people over 
100 years old per capita, with 
14.59 centenarians for every 
100.000 people. The oldest per- 
son in Japan is 113. the official 
said. * 




JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
South Africans are more in- 
terested in sex and money than 
the fate of tbe nation, according 
to a company which ran a tele- 
phone hotline on democracy 
talks. The “your future is being 
derided" phone-in; service was 
cancelled after only five days for 
lack of callers, said Ronnie Grav- 
er of tbe company. International 
Appeal. “The response was dis- 
mal,’’ he said. “I thought - there 
would have been greater interest 
as it affects the country’s future.” 
Mr. Graver said the firm's busi- 
ness and sex health lines received . 
50 times more calls than the 
up-to-date reports on the 19- 
party Convention for a Democra- 
tic South Africa. 



Diamonds are a 
workin^girl’s best 
friend 




TOKYO (R) — Tokyo's . Di- 
amond Information Centre, be- 
lieving that it takes more than a 
recession to keep Japanese 
women away from diamonds, has 
bravely unveiled its latest fashion 
accessory — a. diamond- 
encrusted. mobile phone. The 
phone, sparkling with 1,300 di- 
amond set in 18-carat gold, is the 
centrepiece of a “diamond, jewel- 
lery for working women “promo- 
tion in big jewellery shops and 
department stores. The manufac- 
turers, Nakagawa Jewellery, say 
they will be happy to seU=it to 
anyone with 100 million yen (ab- 
out $770,000) to spare. “One out 
of two women in japan aged 20 
to 30 now owns diamonds" said. 
Nobuko Ohe of the Diamond 
Information Centre. “The second 
or third diamond for these .work- 
ing women must he something 
practical.” Tohru Ohshimo, who 
designed the telephone. 
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Records broken at 
Chinese lucky 
number auction 
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HONG KONG (R) — Entrep- 
reneurs in China are happily 
spending thousands of dottaxs for 
lucky telephone numbers that 
might help them get rich. A rural 
enterprise has paid a record - 
129,000 yuan ($23,450) for foe. 
mobile telephone .number 
901688, foe Peking -funded China 
News . Service said. 
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